


Keynotes
This issue: SaddleUp SAFELY promotes protec-
tive gear; corral your wheel keys and special 
tools; use spare tires sparingly; and much more!

13

Member Story
Alone in Wyoming. A woman hauling her horse 
alone experiences a mechanical breakdown in Gillette. 
Fortunately, she kept her USRider Membership.

Truck Savvy
Get in Gear. Automatic or manual? Here’s how 
to choose the  transmission type when shopping 
for your next towing vehicle. 

Trailer Clinic  
Trailer-Loading Trouble. Three expert train-
ers answer common trailer-loading questions 
from horse owners. Click & learn!

Hauling Hints
12 Winter-Trailering Tips. Stay safe on the 
road! We help you prepare for winter hauling 
and travel safer with these top tips.

On-the-Go Gear 
This issue: Easy-loading mechanism; protective 
riding vest; trailer water tank; on-the-road  vise; 
animal-print leg wraps; and more. Bonus video!

USRider Community 
This issue: How to receive prescription-drug dis-
counts; why to call for service only when needed; 
help us help you by knowing your location.

Destinations
Montana Bed & Barns: Hitch up, and head for 
Big Sky Country. Here are five luxurious getaways 
awaiting you and your horse. Click & learn!  

2

USRider Benefits 
USRider recognizes benefits partners in  
the money-saving Winner’s Circle  
Advantage Member Benefits  
Program. Bonus video! CovER PHoTo BY DUSTY PERin
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H. KEnT SUnDLinG PHoTo

PHoTo CoURTESY oF LYnn REnEE

At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our top priority. 
To help us keep the focus on, as well as show our respect to, these invalu-

able components of USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and 
“Horse” where these words relate to our membership program. 
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KEnT & CHARLEnE KRonE PHoTo 
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Functionality
         Click to Zoom

Click to enlarge 
any element on the page.

Click to 
Start Video

  Click to 
Stop Video 

Information
Click for More 
Click to view the 

rest of the story and/or more 
information.

Communication
E-Mail Us
Click for an 

e-mail form.

Subscribe
Click here to 

get your free subscription 
to Hitch Up! quarterly
online magazine.

Send to 
a Friend

Send a buddy the current 
issue of Hitch Up! (All e-mail 
addresses are confidential.)

Navigation
Turn Page
Click any corner 

to turn the page. 

Home
Click here 

to return to the table 
of contents.

Navigation Bar
On every page is 
a direct link to each 
section. Just roll 
your mouse over a 
selection and click!

Welcome to Hitch Up!
Hi, I’m Natalie Yelen of AIM Equine 

Network. We are excited to bring you 
the Fall 2010 issue of USRider’s Hitch 
Up! e-magazine, the horse industry’s 
first-ever rich-media publication. Click 
on the video at right for a sampling 
of what you will find in this issue, and 
to learn how to use the magazine’s 
interactive features. Then, read on 
and enjoy!

CLICK CORNER
TO TURN PAGEHitch Up! Click & Learn Video

These tools 
appear on 
every page

HITCH UP!   USRider Equestrian Motor Plan

Your Quarterly Guide to Trailer Safety & Travel

Summer 2010

PLUS! More Valuable Information

Safety News  Member Story  On-the-Go Gear  T

Published by MyHorse.com and AIM Equine Network

Hot-Weather 

Hauling Hints9

This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider Membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication and the 
USRider Service Contract, the Service Contract shall control. Copies of the Service Contract are available at www.usrider.org. USRider does not 
endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to horse owners. USRider receives no income from 
advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s FREE
to Subscribe!

Not a subscriber? Click on the  
subscribe icon on any page, or see  
page 26. Already a subscriber? Use  
our Send-to-a-Friend icon to share  

Hitch Up! with a friend. 



4

Keynotes•Safety News

Campaign Promotes Protective Gear 
A recent University of Kentucky HealthCare survey  found 

that 60 percent of Kentucky horseback-riding respondents did 
not wear any safety apparel the last time they went riding.

“Many riders who have been injured say that they feel that 
those injuries were preventable,” said Fernanda Camargo, 
DMV, PhD, UK equine extension professor. “Wearing a helmet 
and paying attention to what your horse is communicating to 
you are two of the primary ways you can prevent injuries.”

Survey results also found that out of the 100 respondents, 
31 have been injured at least once in the past three years 
from handling or riding a horse. However, out of those 31 
injured respondents, 70 percent of them thought their injury 
could have been prevented.

“The survey conducted by the Saddle Up SAFELY campaign 
showed that the majority of people who rode recently did 
not wear any protective gear, such as a certified and properly 
fitted helmet,” explained Camargo. 

“One of the aims of this important campaign is reaching 
out to riders of all ages and abilities to educate them about 
how to stay safe while riding and handling a horse. It can 
also serve as an important reminder to many of us who have 
years of experience but might become lax in our everyday 
behavior.” USRider is a proud supporter of this program.

The campaign’s website showcases booklets featuring edu-
cational information on horse-transmitted diseases, horse-
related injuries, and general rider-safety information. 

These booklets have been produced in conjunction with 
dozens of participating equine organizations.

To visit the campaign website, share tips regarding rider-
safety experiences, and read a blog hosted by Camargo, visit 
www.saddleupsafely.org. USR

“Wearing a helmet 
and paying attention 
to what your horse 
is communicating to 
you are two of the 
primary ways you can 
prevent injuries,” notes 
Fernanda Camargo, 
DMV, PhD, University 
of Kentucky equine 
extension professor. 

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO
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KEYNOTES

Corral Your Wheel Keys 
Did you know that some wheels require a special lug-nut 

key to remove tires from a vehicle? Your spare tire could also 
require a special key to unlock it. 

Having locking lug nuts on each wheel and a lock on your 
spare tire holder provides an added layer of safety — and a 
certain level of peace of mind — by safeguarding tires from 
tampering and even theft. However, these devices require 
special tools for removal and 
replacement procedures.

Without these simple 
tools, a simple tire change 
could become a major event 
if you are on the side of the 
highway; this is especially 
true if you are towing a horse 
trailer.

Take a few minutes to 
locate any lug-nut or spare-
tire key that came with your 
vehicle. Then put it in a safe 
place where it will be easily 
accessible in the event of a flat 
tire.

If you have purchased 
a used vehicle, check the 

spare-tire holder and wheels for any locks or lug nuts that 
require special equipment for removal. Often, these items are 
not transferred to the new owner, and the new owner fails to 
realize the need for these items until an emergency occurs . 

If you cannot locate a needed lug-nut or spare-tire key, 
take your vehicle to the original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) dealer to verify if the lock in question is original equip-

ment or aftermarket. Then 
purchase the correct key so 
you will be prepared when 
the time arrives. USR

More Keynotes ➽ 

Keynotes•Safety News

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

Locate any lug-nut or spare-
tire key that came with your 
vehicle, then put it in a safe 
place where it will be easily 
accessible in the event of a 
flat tire.

Prevent Carbon-Monoxide Poisoning
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a poten-

tially deadly gas produced any time a 
carbon-based fuel (such as gasoline, 
propane, charcoal, or oil) burns. 
Sources include gasoline engines, 
generators, cooking ranges, and 
space heaters. Carbon monox-
ide is undetectable — it has no 
color, no odor, no taste; it 
causes no respiratory irrita-
tion; and it mixes evenly 
with the air. 

Victims of CO poi-
soning usually aren’t 

aware they’re being exposed to the 
deadly gas and become impaired in 
ways that can lead to death. Symptoms 

include light-headedness, dizziness, 
headaches, nausea, confusion, and 

vomiting. Prolonged exposure to 
low concentrations or very short 

exposure to high concentrations 
can lead to death.

Take precautions to avoid 
CO poisoning. USRider rec-

ommends that no type 
of heating system be 

used in horse trailers, 

unless the heater was installed by the 
manufacturer. Factory-installed heating 
systems should be serviced annually 
by a professional and operated strictly 
under recommendations of the manu-
facturer.

Avoid using a cooking stove for heat 
under any circumstances. Install a CO
detector in any trailer that has gas ap-
pliances. Be aware of the risks, ensure 
sufficient ventilation, and properly 
install and maintain equipment. USR
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Keynotes•Safety News

The Correct Use of Spare Tires
While spare tires can be a real life-saver, using a proac-

tive approach to tire management, you should never have 
to install a spare tire unless you encounter a road hazard, 
pick up a nail or some other object. Should you need to use 
a spare tire, remove it and replace with a new tire as soon 
as possible. 

There was a time when car owners would put on a new set 
of tires and the mechanic would put the best looking tire of 
the bunch in the trunk for a spare. 

now, most cars have a folding spare (that must be inflated 
with an air canister prior to use) or a compact spare that is 
much smaller and narrower than the actual vehicle tires. This 
was done to reduce costs, weight, and the size of an actual 
mounted tire. 

note that folding/compact spares are designed only to get 
you to the nearest facility to replace with a proper tire. They 
are only for emergency use and not for sustained or high-
speed driving. They are designed for speeds not to exceed 50 
miles-per-hour and to go no farther than 50 miles. 

on the other hand, trucks and trailers have actual spare 
tires mounted on a wheel and have no speed restrictions. 
However, you still need to replace the spare as soon as  
possible. 

When replacing tires, it is better and safer to replace in sets 
of two or four. For example, if the driver’s side front tire has 
30,000 miles on it and you replace it with a new tire, it could 
affect handling. 

if you replace a dually tire, depending upon mileage, it 
might be better to replace all four tires, or at minimum the 
two tires on the same side of the vehicle, because the new 
tire will be slightly higher and therefore run hotter.

To avoid having to use a spare, be sure to keep your 
vehicle and/or trailer tires properly inflated, and properly 
aligned. Replace tires in sets of two and four before they are 
old or worn out, or you may experience blowouts. 

Purchase high-quality, name-brand tires, and replace them 
prior to wear out, or before they become old and dry-rotted. 
USRider recommends replacing tires every three to five years, 
regardless of mileage. 

By taking a proactive approach to vehicle maintenance, 
you will minimize the chances of putting yourself on the side 
of the highway with an unscheduled emergency. 

 We at USRider strongly recommend carrying two spare 
tires, as we have seen a high incidence of two flat tires on one 
side of a horse trailer. 

How does this happen? Most likely, one tire blows out and 
the driver does not realize it. As he or she continues to drive, 
the stress of the remaining tire, bearing the additional weight, 
causes the second to fail.

To provide added protection, we recommend that all horse 
owners use an air-pressure-monitoring system on their trailer 
tires. This system will alert you to air-pressure changes, so 
you can take immediate action and prevent a flat tire or a 
blowout. note that blowouts can cause a great deal of  
 damage to your trailer. USR

Carry two spare 
trailer tires. If one 
goes flat and you 
do not notice it, 
the second one 
on the same side 
could fail, due 
to the additional 
weight it must 
subsequently 
bear.

trucks and trailers have 
actual spare tires mount-
ed on a wheel and have 

no speed or distance 
restrictions like today’s 

modern car spares.. How-
ever, the spare should be 

removed and replaced 
with a new tire as soon 

as possible. HEIDI NYLAND PHOTOS
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WILLIAM J. ERICKSON PHOTO

Choose the 
Right Vehicle

Take a good hard look at your 
truck and trailer needs. Do you 
require a bigger trailer but are mak-

ing do with something smaller? Do you have something 
larger when a smaller trailer will do?

The number of horses and the frequency of trips will 
factor into the type of vehicle and trailer you will need.

A smaller vehicle would in theory be more efficient 
than a larger one. But if you are underpowered, using a 
half-ton truck to pull a trailer that needs at least a three-
quarter-ton vehicle, your truck will use a lot more fuel, 
and its engine life will be reduced because it has to work 
so hard. USR
— Excerpted from The Green Guide for Horse Owners 

and Riders (Storey Publishing)

P
Green Tip

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO
The number of horses and the frequency of trips will 
factor into the type of vehicle and trailer you will need.

USRider Joins the ELCR 
USRider has joined the Equine Land Conservation Resource

as a Premier Equestrian Partner and supports the national, not-
for-profit organization’s mission of advancing the conservation 
of horse-related lands. 

While USRider is very well known for its support of large-
animal emergency rescue, it is also important to support ini-
tiatives that preserve and create spaces for USRider Members 
and other horse owners to enjoy their equine pursuits. 

“The addition of USRider as a Premier Level Conserva-
tion Partner further expands our reach to conservationists 
and equestrians throughout the United States,” said ELCR 
President Nancy Hamill Winter. “USRider’s recognition of the 

land loss crisis in the United States speaks to their insight of 
the impact this land loss represents to the horse industry and 
future generations.”

ELCR is the only national not-for-profit organization 
advancing the conservation of land for horse-related activity. 
According to ELCR, the United States land-development rate 
of 250 acres per hour jeopardizes the future of equestrian 
recreation, sport, and lifestyle. 

Each of ELCR’s 140 partner organizations, including 
USRider, has made a strong financial commitment to assist 
with raising awareness and educating horsemen on issues 
of land protection for horses. USR

According to Equine Land Conservation Resource, the United 
States land-development rate of 250 acres per hour jeopardizes 
the future of equestrian recreation, sport, and lifestyle. 
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Ka-bloong!
You know that metallic-sounding pop 

that makes you think you lost a tire.
I was hauling solo to the Big Horns 

in Wyoming. Friends were concerned 
about a single woman “out there” — 

especially one who is definitely not 
mechanically inclined.

I was hauling Sky, my Tennessee 
Walking Horse, and also had along 
Swiffer, an eight-month-old kitten. 

Lost Power 
I was just outside of Gillette, climbing 

a hill, when — ka-bloong! — my Ford 
F-350 immediately lost power. 

I safely maneuvered to the side of the 
road and got out to inspect the tires. It
was blazingly hot. And I was in unfa-
miliar territory. The tires were fine, not 
even hot. 

Figuring I imagined the entire inci-
dent due to nerves, I got in, waited for 
the glow plugs to turn off, and started 
the engine again. 

The turbo RPMs raced as loud as a 747 
taking off. All that noise and effort, yet 
the Ford F-350 didn’t move more than 20 
miles-per-hour. Definitely not right.

I limped to a mile marker, hoping I
had cell coverage, and started rummag-

ing for my USRider card. 
Self-doubt ran high. I was 

beginning to think my adventure 
may have been a crazy idea. 

My first prayer was answered; I
had cell coverage. I called the Ford 
dealership in Spearfish to help 
“problem solve.” 

Then I called USRider.

A Speedy ‘Knight’ 
As I spoke to Amanda Munoz, a

USRider Member Care Specialist, I was 
looking down, concentrating as I tried to 
explain my location, what the problem 
most likely was, and figure out my next 
step.

When I happened to look up, there 
was a wrecker backing up to my rig. 
Then a nice-looking young man walked 
up and asked me if he could be of as-
sistance.

I asked him if he dropped out of 
heaven. I had not been stranded five 
minutes and was still on the phone with 
USRider! 

I mentioned the dealership’s phone 
diagnosis of a bad CAC tube. After look-
ing under the hood, Pax — my knight 
in shining armor — confirmed that it 
was the CAC tube and that only a Ford 
dealer could replace it. 

As luck would have it, Pax, owner/op-
erator of Integrity Towing out of Buffalo, 
Wyoming, was returning from a run to 

Member Story

Alone in Wyoming

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LYNN RENEE

A woman hauling 

her horse alone  

experiences a  

mechanical break-

down in Gillette. 

Fortunately, she 

kept her USRider 

Membership.

USRider Member 
Lynn Renee at the 
base of the Big Horn 
Mountain, Wyoming. 

USRider Member Lynn Renee and riding 
buddies descend from Wyoming’s Big 
Horn Mountain. She was hauling solo to 
the Big Horns when her towing vehicle 
broke down.
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Gillette. He willingly took 
over the conversation with 
USRider, and worked out 
the details of towing my 
truck and trailer to Sheri-
dan.

Friendly Tow  
I mention “owner/op-

erator,” because Pax seemed so young. 
While he was struggling to disengage 
parts of the truck to haul it, I was sure 
he would call his dad, an uncle, or some 
other older gent for help! 

It was on the long haul to Sheri-
dan’s Fremont Motors that Pax shared 
his story and an extra bottle of water. 
He had purchased the business after 
working for another towing group. He 
had immediately started contacting 
roadside-assistance plans, which is how 
he became a USRider provider.

I have to admit, the warnings of all 
my friends and family about being a 
single gal on the road went through my 
head while climbing in his rig. But Pax 
was so personable and easygoing that 
all those fears evaporated almost as fast 
as horse sweat in mountain air.

The dealership was closed by the 
time we arrived. However, Pax posi-
tioned my rig in the best possible place: 
My dinette overlooked a new car wash 
that had room for a small electric corral 
next to the fence. 

It was quite the night, visiting with 
people who came by to see the new 
car wash and finding “squatters” that 
included a horse and kitten. 

A ‘Rescue Miracle’
The irony of this story is that a few 

weeks earlier I had considered not re-

newing my USRider membership, after 
not using it during the past four years, 
to shave costs. 

I think differently now. 
My towing bill was $405, but with 

my USRider Membership, my portion 
was only $5. But, more importantly, 
my experience with Integrity Towing 
as part of the USRider network was so 
comforting and comfortable — I cannot 
put a price on that. 

The entire disaster ended up being a 
rescue miracle. 
— Lynn Renee

Stillwater, Minnesota

USRider Wants 
Your Feedback
Do you have an idea for 
a story? We’d love to hear 
it. We’re always looking 
for topics of interest to our 
readers — and, that’s you.

Much of the information 
in each issue of Hitch Up! comes from 
our unique perspective as the only mo-
tor plan to provide emergency roadside 
assistance to horse owners. Our staff 
members — with their experiences at 
USRider and as horse owners — along 
with our Members and readers, are the 
driving force behind what we publish in 
Hitch Up!

This is your magazine, and we en-
courage you to have a voice. Please e-
mail your feedback, articles, and story 
ideas to usrider@usrider.org. We also 
love photos and short videos. USR

MEMBER STORY

Trailering Tip
Store these items in your trailer so you have them on board: Spare tire; 

jack; tire iron (if different size than the truck); three emergency triangles; 
flares; chocks; flashlight; electrical tape and duct tape; equine first-aid kit 
(with splint, knife, water, buckets and sponge, spare halter and lead rope); 
spare bulbs; spare fuses; fire extinguisher; WD-40; broom; shovel; pitch-
fork; manure-disposal bags; insect spray.

During winter months add these items: Shovel; sand; red flag (for your 
antenna, if stranded); horse blankets; human blankets; candle; matches or 
lighter; tire chains.

Keep these items in your tow vehicle: Registration for the vehicle and 
trailer; proof of insurance; jumper cables; spare tire; jack; tire iron; tool 
kit (including wiring materials, spare belts and hoses, and tow chain); cell 
phone or CB radio; replacement fuses; road atlas; work gloves; portable 
air compressor; cash or credit card.

— Neva Kittrell Scheve

Lynn Renee’s trailer 
parked at the dealership 
in Sheridan, Wyoming.
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Ask the 
Experts
Click on the question 

numbers by each of our 
experts to see their answers.

Trailer Clinic

Trailer-Loading T
BY MAUREEN GALLATIN 

Three expert  

trainers answer 

common trailer-

loading questions 

from horse owners. 

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

If you haul your horse, you’ve 
likely experienced loading woes 
at some point in your life. 
Trailer-loading problems are 
best addressed right when 
they happen, so your horse 
doesn’t develop the habit of 
refusing to load. With some help 
from these three expert trainers — 
Sue Truitt, Kathy Huggins, and 
Leslie Desmond — you can nip 
these problems in the bud.

Question

1What are the two most 
common issues you 
see from the handler 

when someone is having 
problems loading their horse 
in a trailer?

Question

2What are the biggest 
dangers to horse and 
handler when loading 

in a trailer?

Question

3What are the two most 
successful tips for han-
dlers to make trailer 

loading easier?

If you are having problems loading, or re-loading, your horse in a smaller trailer, 
consider asking a friend with a stock trailer, like this one, to help. Sometimes horses will 
easily load in a bigger compartment with more room.
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TRAILER CLINIC

Trouble
Sue Truitt is a Lyons Certified Trainer 

and a Shrake Accredited Trainer and 
Instructor. She has trained and in-
structed throughout the United States 
and England. She has served as horse 
advisor for NARHA therapeutic riding 
programs. She owns and operates Mane 
Gate Equestrian Center, specializing in 
clinics, retreats, and private instruction.  

Kathy Huggins’ desire to see people 
fully enjoying their horses is part of 
what fueled her interest to begin train-
ing professionally in 1977. She did an 
apprenticeship with John Lyons in 1994; 
in 1998, she completed the John Lyons 
Advanced Trainer Certification Program, 
graduating in the top of her class. She 
operates Cedar Creek Training Stables 
and offers apprenticeship programs. 

Leslie Desmond lives half the year 
in the United States and the other half 
in Sweden. She holds clinics aimed at 
introducing the art of horsemanship 
through feel, especially to children. Her 
experience runs the gamut from having 
learned the “old school” ways to train 
to apprenticing with training legend Bill 
Dorrance. In 1999, she published True 
Horsemanship Through Feel with Bill 
Dorrance.

Be Prepared!
Read through this list of high-

lights from our experts to set 
yourself and your horse up to be 
winners in the trailer-loading game. 
If you stay calm and don’t get frus-
trated or flustered, your horse will 
learn the trailer-loading routine.

your emotional level — calm so 
that your horse’s energy or emo-
tions don’t escalate and become 
unmanageable.

the trailer. Let him have time 
to explore and understand that 
nothing bad is going to happen 
to him in this metal box.

to force him into the trailer. This 
can create reactions that are 
dangerous both to your horse 
and to you.

your horse balks at re-loading 
for the trip home. Have phone 
numbers available for friends 
with another style of trailer, or 
someone with more expertise in 
loading, or the veterinarian, as a 
last resort.

DUSTY PERIN PHOTO

About
Sue
Truitt  

3
2
1

About
Kathy 
Huggins

3
2
1

About
Leslie 
Desmond

3
2
1
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Have you ever dreamed of riding 
your horse in Montana and gazing at 
majestic vistas? But, you wondered, 
where would you go? Where would you 
stay with your horse? What about riding 
trails? And, wouldn’t a little pampering 
feel wonderful? You can do it all! Here’s 
information on five Montana “bed & 
barns” — luxurious getaways where you 
can stay with your horse. 

Kent and Charlene Krone combine 
their interest in photojournalism with a 
passion for horses. They’ve sold photo-
graphs to magazines, books, calendars, 
postcards, and video producers for more 
than 20 years. (For a sampling, visit 
www.superstock.com, and type “Kent 
and Charlene Krone” in the search box.) 
They enjoy sharing their horseback ad-
ventures in the United States and West-
ern Canada. Reach them at kckrone@ 
suddenlink.net.

Destinations

Hitch up, and 

head for Big Sky 

Country! Here are 

five luxurious get-

aways awaiting you 

and your horse.   

Montana Bed & Barns 
SToRY AnD PHoToS  

BY KEnT & CHARLEnE KRonE
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Get in Gear

Truck SavvySTORY AND PHOTOS
BY H. KENT SUNDLING

As you choose your next towing 
vehicle, one basic decision you’ll need 
to make is whether you should buy one 
with a manual or automatic transmission.

Before we get started, know that the 
only new truck that’s powerful enough 
to pull a horse trailer with a manual 
transmission option is the 2010 Dodge 
Ram 2500/3500 with a diesel engine
(not the gas-powered Hemi). So, if you 
are looking for a manual transmission, 
you might want to test drive this truck 
and look at used vehicles, as well.

The New Automatics
Many horse owners prefer a manual 

transmission’s engine-braking capability 
and speed control, especially while driv-
ing in the mountains.

However, note that truck transmis-
sions have come a long way since the 
1980s, especially with the invention of 

the lock up torque converter, which 
— like a manual’s clutch and pressure 
plate — locks up mechanically for better 
control than in the past. 

Today’s better-made automatic trans-
missions can stand up to the torque put 
out by diesel engines to help slow you 
down. Plus, they will lock up the torque 
converter early and stay locked longer 
than in the past for better fuel mileage. 

When an automatic transmission 
torque converter does not lock up and 
is in fluid coupling (a two-element drive 
that is incapable of multiplying torque), 
it will lose 30 percent of its power. Older
automatic transmissions only locked up 
the torque converter in direct drive (a
1:1 mechanism that takes power from 
the engine without any reductions). 

Diesel Details
Diesels are generally harder to shift 

Automatic or  
manual? Here’s  

how to choose  
transmission type 

when shopping  
for your next  

towing vehicle. 

If you will be 
hauling in the 

mountains, today’s 
automatic trans-

missions give you 
more control than 

in the past. Plus, 
most automatic 

transmissions have 
six gears, just as 

manuals have had 
for years.
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with a manual trans-
mission than are 
gas-powered trucks. 
This is because a 
diesel’s compression 
(twice that of a gas 
engine) causes the 
truck to decelerate 
quicker when you 
let off the gas pedal and engage the 
clutch pedal.

This deceleration means that you 
have to shift a diesel more quickly than 
a gas-powered truck to avoid the jerk 
between gears. of course, an automatic 
transmission requires no such skill.  

Convenience & Control
if you will be driving and hauling 

mostly in urban and suburban areas, 
with many starts and stops, you will 
likely appreciate the convenience of an 
automatic transmission in your towing 
vehicle.

And even if you will be hauling in the 
mountains, today’s automatic transmis-
sions give you more control than in the 
past. 

Automatic transmissions in half-ton 
and three-quarter-ton diesel trucks, in 
tow mode, have grade shifting — that is, 
they will downshift automatically when 
you apply the brakes. Plus, most can 
be locked in a gear (like a manual) or 
shifted one gear at a time. This all adds 
to better control with towing a trailer. 

And all diesel trucks for 2011 have 
exhaust brakes, which slow you down 
without brakes using engine exhaust 
back pressure. (Dodge diesels had this 
feature as standard equipment starting 
in 2007.)

Today’s Gears 
Manual transmissions used to be a 

popular choice for folks towing trailers 
because each gear you shift would stay 
in that gear until you shifted again. This 
gives you a sense of control. 

in the mountains, the more gears 
the better. i like all the gears i can find 
when i am going down a mountain with 
a heavy trailer chasing me! 

Even experienced drivers can get a 
little nervous if they miss a gear on a 
manual transmission using the fast side 
of the mountain. 

Today, most automatic transmissions 
have six gears, just as manuals have 
had for years. And, you can leave your 
truck in each gear longer when you are 
downshifting a manual transmission 
or if you are using grade shifting in the 
newer automatics.  

of course, if you use your tow vehicle 
for all your driving needs, a diesel’s 
manual transmission would be a pain to 
shift all day.  

Using Overdrive 
Generally speaking, overdrive is the 

transmission’s highest gear. it allows 
you to save fuel by reducing the en-
gine’s required revolutions-per-minute 
at your selected speed, and thus saves 
fuel. However, it does this by sacrificing 

torque, which helps slow you down.
virtually all of today’s vehicles have 

overdrive. And the newer automatics 
have two overdrives. 

on fairly flat roads with the right 
engine combinations, you can use 
overdrive while hauling. But avoid using 
overdrive while hauling in the moun-
tains. (if your vehicle has two over-
drives, lock out the last one.) Coming 
down the mountain in overdrive with 
a loaded trailer can be a freewheeling, 
life-threatening experience. 

A transmission will generally run 
cooler under a heavy load if you shift 
down one gear out of overdrive. This 
allows the pump in the automatic to 
increase line pressure and provide bet-
ter cooling. 

Generally, when towing with an 
automatic transmission, you will want to 
use tow mode. This will hold each gear 
longer, at higher RPMs, when up shift-
ing and will help control downshifting 
speed. USR

H. Kent Sundling is a well-known au-
tomotive journalist, reviewing trucks, 
trailers, and accessories for magazines 
and websites. He travels the country 
test-driving new trucks, towing trailers, 
and reviewing horse-trailer factories.   

TRUCK SAVVy
today’s automatic 
transmissions can 
stand up to the torque 
put out by diesel 
engines to help slow 
you down. Plus, they 
will lock up the torque 
converter early and 
stay locked longer than 
in the past for better 
fuel mileage. 
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On-the-Go Gear

USRider does not endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to 
horse owners. If you have used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — 

be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

Click above to see Fautras Horse 
Trailers’ AID System in action.

BY LAUREL BERGER O’CONNOR

Safe Loading 
In a unique approach to making trailer loading 

safe and easy for one person, Fautras Horse Trail-
ers has developed the AID System loading mecha-
nism on its Provan Premium trailers. The mecha-
nism allows you to open and shut the rear bar by 
moving a handle at the front of the walk-through 
trailer. See the company’s website for product 
information; for U.S. purchase information, con-
tact us.sales@fautras.com. Cost: $14,900 (Provan 
Premium with Aid System). 

Leg Protection 
J.T. International’s Softfleece Leg 

Wraps protect your horse’s legs in 
transit — and look fun, too. The leg 
wraps combine the soft comfort of 
fleece with elastic support for resil-
ience and shock resistance. A Quick 
Grip closure makes for easy on and 
off. Wraps measure 5 inches wide and 
90 inches long, and come in zebra, 
giraffe, and turtle prints. Cost: $24.97 
(set of four). 
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ON-THE-GO-GEAR

Click above to see the Hit-Air safety vest in action.

Safety Vest 
Protect yourself against falls: Eponaire LLC’s

Hit-Air safety vest, from airbag safety apparel 
manufacturer Mugen Denko, is a protective rid-
ing vest that provides an instant air cushion to 
protect your neck, spine, chest, and tailbone if 
you and your saddle 
suddenly part ways. 
A lanyard connects 
to your saddle; when 
the cord is pulled 
hard and suddenly, 
a carbon dioxide 
cartridge inflates the 
vest fully in .25 to .5 
seconds, depending 
on the vest model. 
(Vests may be re-
used after replacing 
the cartridge.) Cost:
From $389.

Water On the Go 
Carry water easily! Greystone America’s Travel Tank carries 12 gallons of the pre-

cious liquid and attaches with four bolts to the side of your trailer. Made of durable, 
UV-protected polyethylene, the tank features a hose attachment for easy filling and 

is available with a 
right- or left-hand 
tap. A fitting tem-
plate, installation 
instructions, and 
mounting hard-
ware are included. 
Cost: $199 (in-
cludes shipping).

More On-the-Go-Gear ➽
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You should be!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
Members are covered in any vehicle 
they are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are committed to the 
welfare and safety of our Members and 
their Horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider? 
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

If you are not already 
a USRider Member
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Anti-Microbial Bucket 
On the road, your horse is at risk for contracting 

an illness. Help protect him with the EquiShield
bucket from Kinetic Technologies, LLC. Antimicro-
bial properties built into the bucket’s molecular 
structure help inhibit surface bacterial growth; a 
mildew-resistant coating further helps keep water 
cleaner. The heavy-duty bucket’s rubber-HPPE 
blend construction resists cracking, while a rein-
forced rim adds to durability. Cost: $19.99.

On-the-Road Repair Aid 
The Trail D-Vise from Mac’s Custom Tie-Downs can give you a grip 

on repairs when you’re on the road — literally. The heavy-duty, light-
weight, portable vise quickly installs into your towing vehicle’s standard 
hitch receiver like a traditional ball mount. Featuring black powder-
coated steel construction for sturdiness, the vise has full-size, high-grip 
jaws but weighs only 17 pounds; its compact design allows it to fit 
behind a truck seat or in a toolbox. Cost: $159.95

ON-THE-GO-GEAR
On-The-Go-Gear Continued

Click above to see how the the Trail D-Vise works.
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s winter approaches, be 
extra careful when travel-
ing, and invest time 
performing routine pre-
ventive trailer mainte-

nance to enhance 
travel safety.

Now is the time to ready your trailer 
for winter driving. Maintain your vehicle 
according to the manufacturer’s service 
schedule, and take your vehicle to a 
trusted mechanic. 

When it comes to vehicle mainte-

nance, especially heavy-duty vehicles 
towing precious cargo, it is better to be 
proactive than reactive. 

If you have not already done so, 
establish a relationship with a trusted 
mechanic certifed by the National 
Instititute for Automotive Service 
Excellence (www.ase.com) before your 
vehicle breaks down on the side of 
the highway while towing your horse 
trailer.

Here are 12 trailering tips to keep in 
mind for winter.

12 Winter-Trailering Tips 
Hauling Hints

Stay safe on the 

road! We help you 

prepare for winter 

hauling with these 

top tips. 

When it comes to 
vehicle mainte-

nance, especially 
heavy-duty vehicles 

towing precious 
cargo, it is better to 

be proactive than 
reactive.

  Should you blanket 
your traveling horse?

Click here to 
find out.

CLiX PHOTO 
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HAULInG HInTS

1 Check chain requirements. in some states, on certain 
highways, vehicles over 10,000 gross vehicle weight 
rating (GvWR), including some passenger trucks, SUvs, 

Rvs, and vehicles towing trailers, must carry chains november 
1 through March 31. Check with the Department of Transpor-
tation or Department of Motor vehicles for information on the 
states through which you will be traveling.

2 Invest in traction tires. During winter months, 
traction tires are recommended. To qualify as a trac-
tion tire, tires must have at least an eighth of an inch 

of tread and be labeled Mud and Snow, M+S, All-Season, or 
have a Mountain/Snowflake symbol. Since tire performance 
can vary, a trusted area dealer may be able to advise you on 
the best tires for your vehicle.

3 Check the tires. Check tire pressure before each trip. 
This is especially important with temperature changes. 
if you are traveling from a warm climate to a cold cli-

mate, air pressure in your tires will drop. on the other hand, 
when traveling from a cold climate into a warm climate, the 
air pressure will rise. 

4 Check the battery. A weak battery will usually reveal 
itself during cold weather. So, if your battery is more 
than a couple of years old, check it prior to cold weather 

setting in. otherwise, you will most likely be inconvenienced on 
some cold morning when the battery fails to start your vehicle.

5 Use headlights. Always drive with your headlights 
on during inclement weather — even if it is not dark. 
in fact, USRider recommends that horse owners drive 

with headlights on anytime when trailering Horses, because 
of increased visibility afforded by using headlights.

6 Take it slow. When driving, a good rule of thumb 
to follow on the road is “Rain, ice & snow — take it 
slow.” Before setting out on a trip, check weather 

reports, and plan accordingly. Allow extra time for inclement 
weather. Mother nature does not care that you need to be 
somewhere at a certain time. Weather and driving condi-
tions can change rapidly, so be aware of changing conditions, 
and drive for the conditions. 

7 pay attention. on the road, look ahead to keep track 
of the driving conditions in front of you. Actions by 
other drivers can alert you to problems and give you 

time to react. Be on the lookout for black ice, as ice that forms 
on highways may not always be visible. Do not be susceptible 
to the false security of four-wheel drive. While four-wheel 
drive may help you go, it will not help you stop. 

8 Increase stopping distance. During inclement 
weather, increase the distance between vehicles to 
allow more stopping room. USRider recommends 

that you double the normal distance between vehicles when 
towing a horse trailer. 

9 Brake carefully. Stopping on snow or ice without 
skidding and/or jackknifing requires extra distance. 
Brake very gently to avoid skidding. if you begin to skid 

or jackknife, ease up on the brake, and steer into the skid to 
regain control.

10 Avoid abrupt actions. To help maintain 
control when roads could be slick, slow down 
when approaching curves, ramps, bridges, and 

interchanges, and avoid abrupt actions, such as quick lane 
changes, braking, and accelerating. Also, avoid using cruise 
control on wet roads. 

11 Watch for snowplows. Take extra precaution 
when snow-removal equipment is being used  
on the roads. in some cases, the snowplow  

operator’s vision may be reduced. Give the snowplow plenty 
of room, staying at least 200 feet behind. While snow and ice 
removal differ from state to state, most will initially clear areas 
at most risk — hills, curves, ramps, bridges, and interchanges. 
When clearing roads, crews will clear far right lanes first. 

12 Top the fuel tank. Since it is difficult to know 
what road conditions you may encounter during 
the winter, make it a practice to refuel when 

your fuel gauge drops below the halfway mark. Use fuel line 
antifreeze and fuel conditioners when conditions warrant. 
in many states, you can dial 5-1-1 for travel conditions and 
road closures. USR
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Call for Service When Needed
Occasionally, we receive calls from Members who would like 

to schedule a service provider for service in the future, such as 
a next-morning towing or locksmith appointment later that day.  

While scheduling service may sound like a simple request, 
it is not a request we can grant. As you may know, USRider 
depends upon the existing towing network to provide ser-
vices to our Members. The towing industry works on an “as 
needed” basis. 

So, if we attempted to schedule with a provider to be at a 
certain place at a certain time, they really would have no idea 
where they could be or what they could be dealing with when 
that time rolls around. 

Breakdowns happen all the time, and the service provider 
could be tied up dealing with another roadside emergency. 

Therefore, we ask that the Members call us for assistance at 
the time service is needed.  

Keep in mind: A USRider Member must be present with 
a disabled vehicle when service is rendered. This policy is in 

place for a num-
ber of reasons, 
including security 
and liability pur-
poses. USR

USRider Community

Members Receive Prescription Discounts
Since 2009, USRider Members have saved more than 

$40,000 with a special benefit provided through their mem-
bership — the Rx Card. USRider began providing the prescrip-
tion discount card last year as another exclusive benefit for its 
Members.

Available at no cost to USRider Members, the Rx Card pro-
vides discounts on prescription drugs at pharmacies across the 
country (currently unavailable in Kansas and Washington). The 
card can be used by a Member’s family, friends, and employ-
ees. There are no usage limits, so use it as often as you like. 

The Rx Card is especially beneficial for anyone who does 
not have a prescription benefit through a health-care insur-
ance plan. It is also helpful for Members who have prescription 
coverage, but have been prescribed a drug that is not covered 
by their health insurance. 

Simply present the card with each pre-
scription purchase to reap the benefits. 
(Note that the Rx Card might not provide 
a discount with every prescription.) 

The Rx Card is accepted at more than 

54,000 pharmacies nationwide, including mail-order services. 
It can provide savings of up to 15 percent on brand-name 
drugs and 40 percent or more on generics, even if the pre-
scription costs are fully or partially covered by insurance or 
Medicare. The card may also provide discounts on drugs not 
covered by insurance plans.

USRider’s website provides Members with online resourc-
es, including a tool to locate participating pharmacies and a 
comparison-shop feature that shows the price of a particular 
prescription with and without the Rx Card, and price differ-
ences from store to store. 

Members can obtain the card (or order extra cards for 
friends and family members) by logging on to www.usrider.
org/rxcard and printing copies of the card. Or, call USRider’s 

administrative offices at (800) 844-1409, Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. ET. USR

USRider Members can save 
money on prescription 
drugs with the Rx Card.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTOS

Call USRider for 
assistance at the 
time the service is 
needed.
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Know Your Location 
When traveling in an unfamiliar area, it is common not to 

know exactly where you are. After all, as long as you con-
tinue heading in the right direction, you will reach your final 
destination. 

However, what if you encounter trouble on the road and 
need assistance? How will a service provider help you if you 
can’t provide your location?

A Member not knowing his or her location presents a 
significant challenge to USRider in providing service. After 
ascertaining that a Member and his or her Horse(s) are okay, 
a Member Care Specialist will ask for a street address. 

While it is understandable that you might not know your 
exact location, USRider needs to know where to send the ser-
vice provider. Road names, street numbers, and landmarks 
will help, even if you cannot provide your exact location.

For example, what was the name of the city you just 
passed? Did you see a sign for an upcoming city? Did you just 
cross a major intersection? Can you see a street number on a 
building? in what direction are you traveling? Are you on the 
inner loop around a city, or the outer loop? is there an exit or 
mile marker close by?

Experiencing a breakdown while transporting your 
Horse(s) can be extremely stressful, especially with the fear 
of the unknown playing a big role. But it is important to 
remain calm. 

Taking time to figure out a Member’s location presents a 
challenge, since USRider wants to provide service to its Mem-
bers in the shortest amount of time possible to get them back 
on their way quickly and safely. 

USRider is proud that its aver-
age response time is slightly under 
the industry average of 60 minutes. 
This is pretty impressive consider-
ing that considering that our Mem-
bers— people with horses — tend to 
be in rural locations.

USRider encourages Members 
to use a GPS unit when traveling 
in unfamiliar territory. Most GPS 

units have a “locate” feature that will provide the name of the 
nearest town or your latitude and longitude measurements. 
USRider can use this information to pinpoint a person’s loca-
tion and send assistance directly to him or her.

Many smartphones have sophisticated software that maps 
your location. Download the phone’s mapping software, and 
learn how to use it.

A low-tech solution is to carry an updated paper map that 
covers the area you are traveling in. Before hitting the road, 
go online, and create a custom map to cover your travels. 
Ask a travel companion to act as navigator and maintain your 

location. 
in cases where it’s difficult to pin-

point a Member’s location, USRider 
can conference the Member with a 
service provider in the general area 
to help determine the traveler’s loca-
tion. USR

USRider Community

Save response time by knowing your location when you call 
for assistance. USRider encourages Members to use a GPS unit 
when traveling in unfamiliar territory.

A low-tech solution is to 
carry an updated paper 
map that covers the area 
you are traveling in.

USR COMMUnITy

HEiDi nYLAnD PHoTo

HEiDi nYLAnD PHoTo
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Gifts, Art, and Collectibles
Dark Horse Chocolates

Dark Horse Chocolates® are inspired by the 
magical partnership between horse and rider. 
Each chocolate is handmade from the finest ingre-
dients and sports a unique equine design. These 
exquisite chocolates make elegant gifts at afford-
able prices. Dark Horse Chocolates introduces 
NEW Trail Mix, an irresistible treat of dark choc-
olate-covered almond butter crunch, almonds, 
pecans, and dried cranberries. USRider Members 
receive a 10% discount. For product information, 
call (800) 243-2115, or visit www.harborsweets.com.

Winner’s Circle Advantage
As a USRider Member, you have at 

your fingertips valuable, money-saving 
discounts from nationally recognized 
equine retailers through Winner’s 

Circle Advantage, USRider’s exclusive, 
Members-only benefits program. 

Special deals include items for the horse, the rider, and 
the enthusiast. You’ll find equestrian gifts, jewelry, art, tack, 
apparel, publications, trailer accessories, veterinary supplies, 
equine services, hotel/motel discounts, travel destinations, 
and more.

The program is easy to use. Simply peruse the Winner’s 
Circle Advantage brochure included in your membership kit 
and renewal mailings to locate your favorite suppliers, and 
follow the ordering instructions. 

You can also enjoy these exclusive “Members Only” dis-
counts by visiting the Member’s Area of www.usrider.org. Log 
in with your USRider membership ID number and a pass-
word, then navigate to the View Benefits area. 

Make it easy on yourself this upcoming gift-giving season 
with these great products from our WCA partners: Gifts, 

Art, and Collectibles; Apparel and Accessories; and Tack and 
Equipment. 

With so many discounts, you can easily save the cost of 
your membership, and more! USR 

USRider Benefits

USRider’s Benefits Partners Offer Savings

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous discounts 
with nationally recognized equine retailers through Winner’s Circle 
Advantage, USRider’s exclusive members-only benefits program.

This Equestrian Tin is filled with an 
assortment of Dark Horse chocolates.
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USRider Benefits
USr benefItS

If there is a company or product you would like to see included in the Winner’s Circle 
Advantage benefits program, please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

apparel and accessories 
Small in the Saddle – the baby western Store & More

Small in the Saddle – The Baby Western Store & More offers Western apparel 
and accessories, including boots, hats, chaps, and belts for infants and children; fun 
cowboy gifts; toys and books; Western-themed nursery and juvenile bedding; and 
cowboy decor. USRider members receive a 15% discount. For product information, 
call (877) 691-5576, or visit www.smallinthesaddle.com.  

SunglassSales.com 
Online since 1998, SunglassSales.com is a store you can trust. SunglassSales.

com stocks more than 20,000 sunglasses and is an authorized dealer for Maui Jim, 
Martini, Versace, Adidas, Bolle, Serengeti, H2Optix, and many more. Satisfaction 
guaranteed — send anything back within 10 days for a full refund (minus ship-
ping costs). Shipping charges vary and are free for many brands inside the United 
States. USRider members receive a 10% discount. To view the selection, visit www.
sunglasssales.com. To order, call (800) 840-2492, seven days a week, 8 a.m. to 10 
p.m. PST. 

tack and equipment
J.J. Maxwell tack and Saddle co. LLc 

J.J. Maxwell Tack and Saddle Co. LLC prides itself in handcrafting top-quality 
saddles for the horse and mule, starting with the Hope Saddle — the Ultimate Trail 
Saddle. Each of J.J. Maxwell’s saddles provides a balanced seat for a secure ride. 
J.J. Maxwell also offers a choice of 10 tree bars with an easy-to-use fit system. A 
modified tree bar and unique rigging lessen pressure in the horse’s shoulder area. 
Beautiful, unique tooling patterns are available. A full line of coordinating tack is 
also available. USRider Members receive 5% off any custom order. For product 
information, call (888) 739-0108, or visit www.jjmax.com. 

custom tree & Saddle — Saddles by SteeLe 
A saddle is only as good as the tree on which it is built. Custom Tree & Saddle 

— Saddles by STEELE makes the best and strongest trees on earth. In the saddle 
business for 150 years, Custom Tree & Saddle is so sure of the quality and comfort, 
it will loan you a saddle to try before you buy. All of the company’s saddles are cus-
tom-built. USRider Members get a free breastcollar with purchase of a new saddle. 
For product information, call (615) 792-3884, or visit www.steelesaddle.com. 
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