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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our top priority. To help 
us keep the focus on, as well as show our respect to, these invaluable components 
of USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and “Horse” where these words 
relate to our membership program. 
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Welcome to Hitch Up!
 Welcome to the Fall 2012 issue of Hitch Up! magazine, brought 

to you by the talented staffs of USRider Equestrian Motor Plan, 
EquiSearch.com, and Active Interest Media Equine Network.

In this issue, top trainer Craig Cameron shares his trip-
preparation tips, seasoned haulers Kent and Charlene Krone 
explain what to look for in a living-quarters trailer, and trail-
ering expert Rebecca Gimenez, PhD, gives you the rundown 
on equine protective gear designed to keep your traveling 
horse safe.

We also take you to the Land Between the Lakes  
National Recreation Area in Kentucky, and relate the 
story of a USRider Member who was grateful to have 
emergency roadside service when her truck broke 
down several times last summer.

And don’t miss our trailering and travel gear,  
USRider Community news, valuable USRider  
Member benefits, and more!
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every page
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Craig Cameron’s Top Travel Tips

USRider Equestrian Motor Plan

This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication  
and the USRider Service Contract, the Service Contract shall control. Copies of the Service Contract are available at www.usrider.org.  
USRider does not endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to horse owners.  
USRider receives no income from advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s  
FREE to  

Subscribe! 
Not a subscriber?  

Click on the sub-
scribe icon on any 

page, or see  
page 30.



At Absorbine,® we know that the hours you spend caring for your  
horse are a small price to pay for the hours you spend on your horse.  
We also know that changing weather requires complete hoof  
protection, even in the driest or wettest conditions. So  
we formulated the Hooflex® line of products to support  
hoof strength and flexibility, and to help protect from  
cracking — rain or shine. Like you, we’re dedicated  
to horse care. And we have been since 1892. 

The Horse World’s Most Trusted Name®

For horse care tips, videos, and coupons, visit absorbine.com 

© 2012 W. F. Young, Inc. 

 PROMOTES FLEXIBILITY AND PREVENTS CRACKING.
 Kind of like your horse does for you.
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More Keynotes ➽ 

Keynotes

USRider Supports Large-Animal Rescue 
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan 

has long been furthering the cause of 
improving Technical Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue™ training. 

Over the years, USRider’s 
Leg-Up Fund has contrib-
uted to the University of 
Florida’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
to support their large-
animal-rescue initiatives. 

USRider’s latest dona-
tion is being used toward a 
rope-and-webbing testing project 
being undertaken by UF’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine disaster-response 
team, known as “VETS.” 

VETS is a core component of the 
statewide animal and agriculture 
disaster-response team, SART (state 
animal response team). The team is 
composed of college staff and faculty 
with an interest in disaster response. 

Across Florida, the team trains 
veterinary students, practitioners in 

the state reserve corps, other SART 
partner agencies, mounted police units, 

and local fire departments in TLAER. 
Funding for team equipment and 

training has primarily been 
provided by donations and 

grants. 
“The VETS team is 

most appreciative of 
USRider’s recent sup-

port of the team’s proj-
ects by its Leg-Up Fund,” 

said John Haven, UF veterinary 
college administrator. “Through 

our rope-and-webbing testing project, 
we’ll develop a comprehensive body 
of knowledge to assist responders in 
more safely rescuing horses and other 
livestock.” 

“Since Florida is prone to an array of 
natural disasters, including hurricanes, 
tornadoes, tropical storms, floods, and 
wildfires, we are extremely pleased to 
support the research aspect of UF’s 
mission to explore improved rescue 

techniques,” said Bill Riss, general 
manager of USRider. 

“We believe the UF team has 
already made tremendous progress in 
Florida, and we encourage other horse 
owners and organizations to support 
their efforts, as well.” 

Since its establishment in January 
2002, USRider has endeavored to raise 
awareness of the need for training in 
Technical Large Animal Emergency 
Rescue.

“USRider adopted large-animal 
rescue as our philanthropy when our 
organization was established,” said Riss. 
“At that time, the issue was barely on 
the radar screen. We found that emer-
gency responders, while trained experts 
in human rescue and extrication, had no 
training in large-animal rescue. “

Moreover, in many accidents and 
disasters, animals without life-threaten-
ing injuries were being injured further 
or even killed by the use of incorrect 
rescue techniques.” USR

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

USRider’s Leg-Up Fund donation to the University of Flori-
da’s College of Veterinary Medicine is being used toward a 
rope-and-webbing testing project being undertaken by the 
college’s disaster-response team. Shown is a training rescue 
of a cow (left) and a rescue glide assent (above).
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Keynotes•Safety News

Avoid Leafy Bites
You enjoy your autumn rides, because you like to see 

the changing seasons and shifting colors. Keep in mind 
that many of the leaves that 
look pretty to you are toxic to 
your horse. 

Consult your state exten-
sion office to find out what 
locally grown leaves, grasses 
and weeds are toxic to horses 
so that you can identify and 
avoid them on the trail. 

Red maple leaves (Acer 
rubrum) are poisonous when they’ve fallen and wilted; 
red oak leaves can contaminate still drinking water.

Teach your horse not to nibble as you ride. Put him to 
work. Make sure he follows your right, left, forward, and 
reverse cues. 

If your horse does reach for a taste, bounce your reins 
away from the food, instead of pulling with continuous 
pressure. Your rhythmic pressure won’t give your horse 
something to brace against and instead will encourage him 
to turn away. You may also need to reach down and grab 
one rein, shortening your contact and turning his head 

away from his 
snack. USR

As you travel 
with your horse 
this fall, don’t 
let him grab a 
bite of poison-
ous red maple 
leaves. 

Rescue horses at 
a SAFER rescue 

shelter in Sonoma 
County, Calif., are 
just a few among 

the thousands 
of horses across 
America waiting 

to find homes that 
will adopt or  
foster them.

Tim Campbell, owner of Purina Certified 
Expert Dealer Friendly Feed and Supply in 
Fulton, Calif., and Kate Sullivan, president 
of SAFER rescue shelters, unload a truck 
containing a half ton of donated feed for 
horses at the shelter.

Pq

$j 
Seasonal Tip

Purina Aids Horse-Rescue Facilities
Purina Mills, LLC, has pledged to donate $125,000 in feed 

to American Horse Council’s Unwanted Horse Coalition. The 
donation will help support A Home for Every Horse, dedi-
cated to finding homes for horses in need of adoption or 
fostering. 

Purina’s goal is to donate a half-ton of its high-perfor-
mance Purina Strategy horse feeds to 400 rescue shelters.  
A portion of every bag sold will help fuel the contribution.  

A Home for Every Horse was initiated by Active Inter-
est Media Equine Network (parent company of Hitch Up!) 

and gives rescue shelters an effective, online method to 
place horses with loving families interested in adoption or 
fostering. USR
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Keynotes•Safety News
KEYNOTES

Prevent Carbon-Monoxide Poisoning 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a potentially deadly gas 

produced any time a carbon-based fuel (such as gasoline, 
propane, charcoal, or oil) burns. Sources include gasoline 

engines, generators, cooking ranges, and space heaters. Car-
bon monoxide is undetectable — it has no color, no odor, no 
taste; it causes no respiratory irritation; and it mixes evenly 
with the air. 

Victims of CO poisoning usually aren’t aware they’re be-
ing exposed to the deadly gas and become impaired in ways 
that can lead to death. Symptoms include light-headedness, 
dizziness, headaches, nausea, confusion, and vomiting. 
Prolonged exposure to low concentrations or very short 
exposure to high concentrations can lead to death.

Take precautions to avoid CO poisoning. “We do not 
recommend any type of heating system to be used in horse 
trailers, unless the heater was installed by the manufac-
turer,” said Bill Riss, general manager of USRider. “Factory-
installed heating systems should be serviced annually by a 
professional and operated strictly under recommendations 
of the manufacturer.”

Avoid using a stove for heat under any circumstances. In-
stall a CO detector in any trailer that has gas appliances. Be 
aware of the risks, ensure sufficient ventilation, and properly 
install and maintain equipment. USR

Practice Safe Trailering  
When you’re loading your horse into the trailer, do you 

know the proper order to secure him, and the doors and 
windows? Make sure that the back 
doors or “butt bars” are secured before 
you tie your horse, if you so choose.  

If your horse knows there’s an 
opening, he may pull back and attempt 
to break free from the tie. Once he’s 
secured in a divider or with the closed 
door, it’s safe to tie him. You’ve dimin-
ished his flight response, since he has 
nowhere to go. 

Once you’re at your destination, 
untie your horse before opening the 
back doors or the divider. You want 
him to be calm and relaxed, and lead 
out slowly. 

After you close your trailer’s main 

doors, close any windows, too. Your trailer’s windows pro-
vide much-needed ventilation for your horse when you’re 

parked — and even while you’re on the 
road, if there are proper safety screens. 
However, make sure he can’t jut his 
head out the window as you’re mov-
ing; debris could seriously harm his 
eyes, and there’s a chance he could hit 
his head on another vehicle. USR
— Heidi Nyland Melocco

As we head into cooler months, avoid using a stove to heat 
your trailer while on the road. Use only factory-installed, well-
maintained heating units.

When you’re loading your 
horse into the trailer, make sure 
that the back doors or “butt 
bars” are secured before you 
tie your horse.  

CLIX PHOTO

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO



We think that’s rather fitting, as we’re stubborn in our 
commitment to helping America’s homeless horses 
(and mules!).

LOG ON TO LEARN how Missy Mule found a home and 
how you can find your next equine partner.

LOG ON TO HELP and discover other stories and resources.

LOG ON  NOW: www.ahomeforeveryhorse.com

The first equine to find a new home through  
A Home for Every Horse on Equine.com was a mule. 

‘‘It’s one of the most positive and forward-moving actions taken for unwanted 
horses in America…”  Jennifer Swanson, Pure Thoughts Horse Rescue.
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MEMBER STORY

I’m a trail rider and do a lot of trav-
eling with my horse and dog. I gener-
ally travel alone. I do my best to keep 
my tow vehicle and trailer in good 
working order, but things do happen. 
Last summer, I went on two road trips 
and experienced three breakdowns. 
Here’s my story. 

Breakdown on the Interstate 
Last summer, I traveled from 

Wisconsin (where I’m from) through 
southern Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and then to Michigan. 

Once in Michigan, I’d planned to 
spend the night with horse friends 
whom I met while camping in southern 
Illinois last spring. The plan was to 
continue from their place to Oscoda, 
Michigan, to ride the 16-day, 230-
mile Michigan Trail Riders Association 
Shore-to-Shore Trail Ride. 

I was in my second month on the 
road. I was driving on the interstate in 
Indiana. Things were going along great, 
right on schedule. Then my truck just 
quit. I was able to coast to the shoul-
der, but just barely. 

I was just over a hill from the exit. 
The traffic was horrendous, the tem-
perature was in the 90s, and there I 
was, parked snuggly next to a guardrail 
with a dead truck. 

My thoughts immediately went to 
my USRider membership, which I’d had 
for more than two years, but hadn’t yet 
used in a roadside emergency. 

I pulled out my ID card and my cell 
phone, grabbed my dog, crawled out 
the passenger door, climbed over the 
guardrail, worked my way back to my 
trailer door, crawled over the guardrail 
again to get in the trailer, and tried 
to stay calm as I called the USRider 
emergency-assistance number. 

Towed to Safety
The Member Care Specialist asked  

if my horses and I were okay. I told 
her yes, but we needed to get off the 
interstate, and soon. My rig was rocking 
from the traffic. Plus, it was stifling hot. 

I decided to have my truck towed to 
a Dodge dealer in the area who could 
accommodate me, my trailer, and my 
horse. And so the Member Care Spe-
cialist’s challenges began. 

The dealership she located was the 
Kahlo Chrysler Jeep Dodge dealer in 
Noblesville, Indiana. She stayed on 
the line while I spoke with dealership 
personnel. They had a grassy area and 
were happy to take us. 

I discovered that it’s not easy to 

Member Story

A Summer of Trouble
This USRider  

Member experi-

enced a series of 

breakdowns.  

Here’s how  

USRider came to 

her rescue  

each time.

More Member Story ➽ 

When USRider Member Joan Bartz experienced a breakdown on the interstate in  
Indiana, the Member Care Specialist arranged an immediate tow to the Kahlo  
Chrysler Jeep Dodge dealership in Noblesville.
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locate a tow company that will pull 
both a truck and loaded trailer. But 
thanks to USRider, a tow-truck driver 
arrived who was able to skillfully 
manage this task.

The driver kindly left his truck 
running with the air conditioner for 
me and my dog, then maneuvered 
my truck, with the trailer hooked to it, 
with professionalism and accuracy. 

He towed us about 20 miles 
to the dealership. Upon arrival, 
we realized the dealership had a 
roundabout entrance to its parking 
lot. I was in awe as the driver pulled 
around all the parked vehicles in the 
lot and backed my whole rig along-
side the grassy area on the back side 
of the lot. 

Fortunately, it was a Thursday 
afternoon and the dealership was 
open until 9:00 p.m. 

I can’t say enough about the hos-
pitality of the dealership personnel. 
A Dodge staff member hooked me 
up to electricity, offered to shuttle 
me to the store, and gave me a cell 
phone number in case I needed 
anything during the night.

A salesman then called a fam-
ily friend to see if she could take my 
horse if I had to stay for the weekend. 
The owner and his son stopped by 
several times to see if we needed 
anything.  

The service department had me on 
the road by 3:30 the next afternoon, 
Friday. It took me 7½ hours to drive to 
my destination, but I was there in time 
for the first day of the ride on Saturday 
morning. 

The MTRA Shore-to-Shore ride was 
an adventure I’ll never forget. I rode 
from Lake Huron in Oscoda, Michigan, 
to Lake Michigan in Empire, across the 
state of Michigan. 

The Long Way  
My next trip was to South Dakota in 

the first part of August to attend a wed-
ding to be held at the lookout tower at 
Harney Peak. We were going to ride up 
to the tower on horseback and climb to 
the top for the wedding. 

Since I’m retired, I decided to take 
my time getting there. I headed west 
the end of July. I rode in Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin, along the Volga River 
in Iowa, and in Brushy Creek, Iowa. 

Then I headed to South Dakota. As 
luck would have it, my truck blew a tire 
going through Independence, Iowa. 
I can change a tire, but there was no 
way I could’ve gotten those lug nuts 
loose. I didn’t panic — I simply called 
USRider. The Member Care Specialist 
sent someone out to help track down a 
new spare and change the tire for me.

 After a couple days at Brushy Creek, 
I headed into town to get a few gro-
ceries, went back to the campground, 

Member Story, continued “The MTRA Shore-to-Shore ride 
was an adventure I’ll never forget,” 
says Joan Bartz. “I rode from Lake 
Huron in Oscoda, Michigan, to 
Lake Michigan in Empire, across 
the state of Michigan.”

 “I’m so glad I picked the MTRA Shore-to-Shore ride, because I sure needed those 
four layover days,” says Joan Bartz. “The longest riding day was 27.3 miles. Most 
days were 25 miles of riding through sand, trees, towns, and along the Au Sable 
River in the heat, sun, and even some rain.”
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backed my truck into my spot 
— and everything went dead. 

Oh boy, here we go again, 
I thought. But again, no panic. 
I just called USRider, even 
though it was 10:00 at night. 
The nice Member Care Spe-
cialist gave me the number 
of a Dodge dealership in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa,  and said to call 
back in the morning for a tow 
truck, if I needed one. 

The next morning, I was 
referred to a repair shop 
in town. The tow truck was 
there before I could get my 
lipstick on. If your Dodge 
truck ever breaks down in 
Fort Dodge, I recommend 
LeRoy’s Auto. The people 
there are really nice, and Doug is a great 
mechanic. He found the problem (two 
broken wires under the steering col-
umn) in short order and had me back in 
my truck headed for camp by noon. 

On Saturday morning, I met up with 
friends who were traveling through 
Fort Dodge on their way to Nebraska to 
ride. We went to Robert’s Trailhead for 
a couple days, then headed north to 
Willow Creek Horse Camp near Mount 
Rushmore for a week. 

After more riding in the area, we 
finally arrived in South Dakota for the 
wedding ceremony.

Give Her a Brake   
After the wedding, my friends and I 

headed to Elk Haven Horse Camp near 
Keystone, South Dakota, for a couple 
of days. 

When it was time to head home, I 
went to hitch up and noticed my brake 
light was on. I couldn’t believe it — I 
had a leaking rear brake line. 

I’d had my brake lines replaced the 
fall before, but I guess they missed a 
section. Jim Smith, the owner of Elk 

Haven, gave me the phone numbers of 
a local tow company and repair shop. 

With these numbers in hand, I called 
USRider to arrange to have my truck 
towed to Rapid City for repairs. After 
the brake line was fixed, I drove home 
safely. 

At home, I took my truck to my 
regular mechanic to make sure that all 
the brake lines had been replaced. I also 
had him check out a couple other parts. 

Grateful to USRider
I really do hope I don’t have to call 

USRider again this year, but traveling 
sure is a lot less stressful when you 

know assistance is just a phone call 
away. 

All in all, I’ve had a wonderful, 
rewarding, fun, albeit expensive, sum-
mer, and I am grateful for my USRider 
membership. The peace of mind my 
membership provides undoubtedly 
makes being on the road by myself less 
stressful. 

I’m thankful to USRider and the 
staff. I’ll always keep my membership, 
and I highly recommend the service to 
my horse traveling friends. 
—  Joan E. Bartz 

Beetown, Wisconsin 

MEMBER STORY

USRider Wants Your Feedback 
Do you have an idea for a story? We’d love to hear it. We’re always looking 
for topics of interest to our readers — and, that’s you.

Much of the information in each issue of Hitch Up! comes from our unique 
perspective as the only motor plan to provide emergency roadside assistance 
to horse owners. Our staff members — with their experiences at USRider and 
as horse owners — along with our Members and readers, are the driving 
force behind what we publish in Hitch Up! 

This is your magazine, and we encourage you to have a voice. Please 
e-mail your feedback, articles, and story ideas to usrider@usrider.org. We 
also love photos and short videos. 

“I can’t say enough 
about the hospital-
ity of the dealership 
personnel,” notes 
Joan Bartz. “A 
Dodge staff mem-
ber hooked me up 
to electricity, offered 
to shuttle me to the 
store, and gave me 
a cell-phone num-
ber in case I needed 
anything during the 
night.”
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Safety Check

Equine Protective Gear
Protective gear 

can help keep your 

horse safe during 

transport. Here’s 

an expert rundown 

of five products.

Shipping Boots/Leg Wraps 
What they are: Shipping boots with 
hook-and-loop fasteners run from knee 
to ground, and are easy to apply and 
remove. Leg wraps are elastic wraps/
bandages you carefully wrap around 
your horse’s lower legs; these take 
longer to apply and require skilled 
application to avoid placing too much 

pressure on your horse’s tendons. 
You’ll also need to make sure you 
don’t leave the wraps on for extended 
periods of time.
What they do: Boots and wraps help 
protect your horse’s lower legs as he 
gets in and out of the trailer, if he falls 
or is kicked by another horse en route, 
and even in an accident.

BY REBECCA GIMENEZ, PHD

Above: “I highly recommend leg 
protection when you trailer your 
horse,” says Rebecca Gimenez, PhD. 
“I recommend shipping boots over leg 
wraps; ease of use means you’ll be 
more likely to apply them.” Shown are 
shipping boots from Kensington. Left: 
“Randy Rescue Mannequin standing 
inside an overturned trailer shows 
you what it would look like,” says Dr. 
Gimenez. “In an accident, a lot of 
things could damage your horse’s 
lower legs as he fights to stand up.”

Trailering-
Safety Tips 

Click here for

3

Should you use protective gear when 
you trailer your horse?

One could argue that no safety gear 
will prevent your horse from hitting steel 
or aluminum in an accident. You’d have 
to add air bags, safety padding, and 
slings, or perhaps yards of bubble wrap.

However, protective gear can help 
keep your horse safe during the usual 
bumps and occasional kicks during 
transport. Here’s a rundown of five 
products, including what I recommend 
in each category.
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Equine Protective Gear

Recommended? I highly recommend 
leg protection when you trailer your 
horse. I recommend shipping boots 
over leg wraps; ease of use means 
you’ll be more likely to apply them 
every time you trailer your horse.  

Head Bumper
What it is: A nylon or leather pad 
with cushioning material that’s shaped 
to fit on your horse’s crown. 
What it does: A head bumper will 
help protect your horse’s head from 
injury if he should hit it during the 
loading/unloading process or during 
transport. 
Recommended? I recommend that 
you use a head bumper if your horse 
is tall or fractious, or if your trailer is 
a little too short to accommodate his 
height. Head bumpers aren’t usually 

needed for all horses, and can make 
their heads hot and itchy.

Blanket/Sheet
What it is: A blanket or sheet covers 
your horse from withers to tailhead. 
These products come in a wide variety 
of materials (they’re usually made 
from nylon or cotton) and offer varying 
degrees of insulation.
What it does: During transport, a 
blanket or sheet provides warmth/wind 
protection in cold months, and can 
offer some protection in the event of a 
bump, bite/kick, or an accident.
Recommended? Normally, horses 
don’t need to be blanketed for trans-
port, because they generate plenty of 
their own heat. But older or less coping 
animals may need a light sheet. Watch 
for heat stress; trailers are very poorly 
ventilated.

Temporary Hoof Boots
What they are: Rubber boots de-
signed to go over the hooves of bare-
foot horses to protect the hooves from 
rough trail terrain. They’re designed to 
be easily applied and removed.
What they do: In the trailer, tempo-
rary hoof boots can provide traction, as 
well as a layer of shock absorption to 
help cushion your horse’s joints.

Recommended: See what works best 
for your horse. Barefoot horses can be 
trailered safely. Note that in very hot 
weather, boots may contribute to heat 
stress. 

Fly Mask
What it is: A see-through mesh prod-
uct that secures to your horse’s face 
(and sometimes ears) to protect him 
from flies and other pests.
What it does: When you haul your 
horse in a trailer that’s open to outside 
elements, a fly mask protects your 
horse’s eyes and ears from insects and 
dust that whip by.
Recommended? I strongly recom-
mend using a fly mask when you trailer 
your horse, especially if you have an 
open stock trailer.  USR

Rebecca Gimenez, PhD (animal  
physiology), is a primary instructor 
for Technical Large Animal Emergency  
Rescue. As a logistics officer for the 
Veterinary Assistance Medical Team-2 
and a Signal Officer in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, she supported her deployed 
units in the field during the Hurricane 
Katrina disaster. She’s an invited lec-
turer on animal-rescue topics around 
the world and is a noted equine 
journalist.

During transport, a blanket or sheet provides warmth/wind protection in cold months, 
and can offer some protection in the event of a bump, bite/kick, or an accident.

CLIX PHOTO

“I recommend that you use a head 
bumper if your horse is tall or fractious, 
or if your trailer is a little too short to 
accommodate his height,” says Rebecca 
Gimenez, PhD. Shown is a head bumper 
from Cashel Company.

SAFETY CHECK
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Home Away From Home  

Hauling HintsSTORY AND PHOTOS BY  
KENT & CHARLENE KRONE

We’re on the road seven to eight 
months a year with our two horses 
and living-quarters trailer. Here are a 
few tips we’ve learned from years of 
experience. 

Find the Right Trailer 
When searching for a living-quarters 

trailer, we realize everyone has different 
needs. For ourselves, we didn’t want the 
trailer to be too long, as we wanted to 
access small trailhead parking spaces.

We also opted for a trailer that’s 
eight feet wide as opposed to seven 
feet wide; this extra foot amounts to a 
lot in a small living area.

Slide-outs give increased floor 
space. A raised roof over the bed area 
provides a feeling of spaciousness.

Look for a good bathroom design. 
Ample elbow room at the sink and a 
good-sized shower were important 
to us. Also, light-colored wood and 
mirrors give a light, airy feeling to the 
living space. Simple matters such as 
this make months spent in the trailer 
pleasant.

Check for recessed sewer drops. If 
they’re recessed up under the trailer, 
they’ll stand a better chance of sur-
viving high spots in the road. Large 
propane tanks will make life easier, 
because you don’t have to refill them 
as often as small tanks.

When deciding on number of stalls, 
consider hay storage. Some people put 
the hay in a stall, while others put it on 
top in a hay rack. You can also turn a 

Planning to hit the 

road with a living-

quarters trailer? 

Here are tips on 

trailer selection 

and trip-planning.   

Kent and Charlene 
Krone used a 

collapsible metal 
corral to contain 

their horses while 
camping along the 

Flathead River in 
Montana.
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spare stall into a mud room and back 
porch.

Consider what you’ll do if you don’t 
have access to electrical hookups. 

When not plugged in, we have three 
power sources in the trailer: batteries; 
a solar panel; and a generator. We use 
deep-cycle batteries. Make sure they’re 
the most powerful you can buy. A solar  

panel on the trailer roof helps maintain 
and recharge the batteries.

A generator also assists in keep-
ing batteries powered up and can run 
heavy-load items, such as a microwave 
oven and air conditioner. The furnace 
will generally run fine with good deep-
cycle batteries, as long as they charge 
some each day. 

Plan Your Trip 
In our travel planning, we look at 

how many miles a day we want to 
drive, then search for layover spots. We 
like to find large pens or corrals for the 
horses to stay in overnight. After a long 
day in the trailer, they appreciate room 
to stretch.

Generally, rodeo grounds and fair-
grounds are good, inexpensive places 
to stay with your horses. 

You can also find overnight stabling 
information on the internet. See the 
resources box below for clickable links. 

Ask about the size of pens and 
horse water availability. Upon arrival, 
search the corral for nails, wire, and 
other potentially hazardous objects. 

Check in advance for availability 
of water for your horse. We’ve been 
to some locations where the streams 
were dry due to drought.

If you’ll be away for a long period 
of time, give consideration to available 
electrical, water, and sewer hookups.

Plan Horse Containment
How will you contain your horse 

when on the road? Some overnight 
facilities have corrals, which, of course, 
is the easiest. If a corral is nonexistent, 
here are some containment options.  

The Krones’ rig under the full moon in Montana. “We gave a lot of thought to width 
and opted for a trailer that’s eight feet wide as opposed to seven feet,” they note. “That 
extra foot amounts to a lot in a small living area.” Home Away from Home, continued ➽ 

Overnight-Stabling Links
www.horsemotel.com

www.horseandmuletrails.com

www.horseandtravel.com

www.overnightstabling.com

www.travelinghorse.com 

HAULING HINTS
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Nonelectric portable corral. Non-
electric portable corrals are usually 
made from light-gauge pipe, alumi-
num, or PVC. They’re constructed with 
panels varying in length from 4 feet to 
about 6 feet. The panels are generally 
3½ to 4 feet high. In most instances, 
one person can set up these light-
weight panels, which come apart in 
sections small enough to carry on the 
side of your trailer. 
Electric portable corral. Electric 
portable corrals are normally charged 
by a small, portable, fence-charging 
unit. This type of pen is usually built 
of fiberglass fence stakes that are 2½ 

to 3 feet high. Electric fence tape is 
then run through the stakes, and the 
whole system is electrified by a battery-
operated charger. The electric corral is 
extremely easy to travel with and takes 
just minutes for one person to set up. 
We don’t like to leave horses overnight 
in an electric corral, as they can roll 
around and roll right out of the corral. 
Metal corral. For overnight or day 
use, we have a collapsible metal corral. 
We store it in the back of our pickup, 
but it can also be put on top of the 
trailer. The expandable panels form a 
100-foot corral. However, we’ve found 
that horses can bend the corral while 
trying to get grass on the other side. 

This bending makes it difficult to slide 
the corral back together. To prevent 
this, we simply string an electric line 
along the top of the corral.
Trailer-tying system. For a quick, 
easy setup, we use HiTies, available 
from EasyCare Inc. These are heavy-
duty fiberglass rods that you attach to 
the trailer. You fold them out, then tie 
your horses to them, much like a high-
line. Your horses can turn around and 
even lie down, and you can hang hay 
bags on your trailer below the ties. 

Consider Feed & Water
When traveling with horses, we 

try to keep the same feed. An abrupt 

Home Away From Home, continued

A collapsible wheel-
barrow makes for 

easy storage when 
traveling.

One way to secure your horse on the road is with a HiTie.

A slow feeder helps keep hay off the 
ground, which cuts down on waste and 
helps prevent sand colic.

A fold-out ladder makes it easier to  
access the hay rack. Keeping your hay  
in a hay rack on top of the trailer gives 
you more room for storage inside.
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One way to secure your horse on the road is with a HiTie.

switch in feed may increase the chance 
of colic. We feed grass hay. On the 
road, we add a cup of bran and an 
ounce of electrolytes,with some com-
plete feed morning and night.

Bran helps to soften the stool, de-
creasing the chance of colic. Electrolytes 
cause our horses to drink more frequent-
ly, once again decreasing chance of colic.

Check local requirements for weed-
free feed. Generally, but not always, 
weed-free feed is required in western 
states.

Bring along enough water and food 
for yourselves, as well as your horse or 
horses, so that you can stay as long as 
you desire. 

We’ll often use a “slow feed” hay 
feeder for each horse during our 
camping travels. These feeders prevent 
hay from getting on the ground. In the 
case of sandy soil, they also lessen the 
chance of sand colic. Plus, hay waste is 
greatly reduced, because the hay isn’t 
trampled into the ground. 

We use the Slow Hay Feeder Soaker 
from Healthy Feeding Systems, Inc.  Oth-
er good, slow feeders are the Equisential 
hay bag from Professional’s Choice and 
the Nibblenet from Thin Air Canvas.

We store our 65-gallon water tank 
in the back of our truck. The tank has a 
two-way valve, so we can fill the tank or 
dispense water from the same faucet.

Check Your Rig 
Just before you leave, perform a 

trailer and tow-vehicle check. Check 
tire condition and air pressure, emer-
gency brake, trailer brake, lights and 
turn signals, safety chains, and hitch 
condition. 

Make sure everything is connected, 
the doors are shut, the electric cord is 
plugged in, and your horse is secured. 
We’ve heard of people driving off with 
the trailer’s back door open. 

Kent and Charlene Krone are  
seasoned horse haulers and equine 
photojournalists based in Idaho. 

If you have a satellite dish for television 
reception, consider one closed in a dome 
for wind protection.

A solar panel on the roof helps to  
charge batteries.

Generators can be onboard or 
portable. This lightweight, por-
table unit is easy to move around.

The Krones store their 
collapsible corral and 
65-gallon water tank in 
the back of their truck. 
The tank has a two-way 
valve, so they can fill the 
tank or dispense water 
from the same faucet.

HAULING HINTS
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“Be prepared!” That’s the Boy 
Scout motto. An excellent motto for 
life, but it’s also an outstanding motto 
for trail riders, especially when you go 
on the road with your equine partner. 
Being prepared is what good horse-
manship and a great ride depend on 
and are all about. 

I’m well-known as a horseman and 
traveling clinician, teaching all facets 
of good horsemanship. But I am also 
a rancher. I grew up in the ranching 
business, and that’s one reason they 
call me “the cowboy clinician.” 

Before any cattle drive, roundup, 
sorting, or branding, the ranch fore-
man has to be well-prepared. It’s his 
job to make sure all necessary equip-
ment, medications, and tools are on 
hand and in good working order. He 
uses his experience, mental prepara-
tion, and plain old hard work to make 
sure everything is ready. 

It’s the same with a trail ride. It’s 
each rider’s responsibility to himself, 
his horse, and his fellow riders to be 
prepared. Any breakdowns or prob-
lems are a hindrance to all partici-
pants. Although problems can arise, 
preparation is the best preventive 
medicine. 

Preparation is work, but it’s also 
fun. The anticipation of an upcoming 
trip is always exciting! Here are sev-
eral ways to prepare for your riding 
adventures.

Prepare Your Horse
Here are a few things you can do to 

prepare your horse for the trip.  
•  Get a vet check. Make sure your 

horse is healthy and sound. With the 
help of your veterinarian, make sure 
you have the right traveling papers 
for your horse, including proof of 
a negative Coggins test (for equine 

Be Prepared!
BY CRAIG CAMERON

PHOTOS BY HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO  
Trailer Clinic

Trailering your 

horse for a trail-

riding adventure? 

Follow these prep 

tips for a safe and 

comfortable  

journey.

“Preparation is 
work, but it’s also 
fun,” notes Craig 

Cameron. “The 
anticipation of an 

upcoming trip is 
always exciting!" 
Here are several 
ways to prepare 

for your riding 
adventures.
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infectious anemia) and a 
current health certificate. 

•  Call the farrier. If you’ll 
be riding over rough or 
rocky terrain, be sure your 
horse is well-shod. 

•  Condition your horse. 
Before you take your horse 
on a journey, he must be 
legged-up — physically able 
and conditioned for the 
job you’ll be asking him to 
do. Just like any athlete, 
your horse’s body must be 
physically fit so that he’s 
comfortable and ready for 
the journey. Ride him regu-
larly. Let altitude, terrain, 
and length of the upcoming 
ride determine your condi-
tioning schedule.  

•  Trailer your horse. Even if your 
horse loads and unloads well, he 
needs to spend time in the trailer 
before a long haul. Take him on short 
hauls, then longer ones, well in ad-
vance of your trip. You’ll enhance his 
comfort level, as well as his confidence 
in the trailer and the trailering process.

•  Invest in quality equipment. Have 
good equipment, including your 
saddle and pad, to insure the comfort 
of your horse.

Prepare Your Rig
Make sure that your truck and 

trailer are road ready and fit — just 
like your horse. When on the road, 
the rig is the horseman and horse’s 
haven. It’s our traveling headquarters 
for all our trail gear, equipment, feed, 
clothing, and food. It’s your home on 
the road. 

Maintain your rig to help prevent 
an on-road breakdown. Such a break-
down can put your horse at risk for 
injury or illness, and is very frustrating 
for you. 

Regularly change the oil on your 
truck, and check all fluids. It’s an easy 
thing to do. 

Good tires are a must, and don’t 
forget to check the air pressure. I think 
most flats are due to low air pressure 
in our tires. Bring spare tires for both 
truck and trailer, along with the tools 
to change them. I recommend a Jiffy 
Jack and a 4-way tire tool. 

If you don’t know how to change 
a tire, then learn. You can do it! Also, 
a simple toolbox is a handy thing to 
have when you’re on the road.

Trail-Ride Checklist
Your horse is prepared and you’ve 

arrived at your destination safely. 

Now, use this checklist to 
help you pack up for a suc-
cessful trail-ride.
❑   Grain, hay, hay nets, and 

feed/water buckets. 
❑  A hay fork and a small 

muck bucket. Cleanliness 
is the sign of a pro.

❑  Brushes and a hoof pick. 
❑  Temporary hoof boots in 

case your horse loses a 
shoe on the trail.

❑  A halter and lead line or a get down 
rope (ropes cowboys use when 
they dismount to doctor calves, 
etc.; visit www.nrsworld.com). You 
might need to lead or tie your horse 
anywhere along the trail.

❑  Saddlebags. Pack each saddlebag 
with an even amount of weight. This 
will give you a better ride and help 
protect your horse from a sore back.

❑  A rain slicker, because a storm can 
come up in a hurry even on a clear 
day.

❑  A jacket and gloves, in case the 
weather changes. Cold hands and 
a shiver compromise your ability to 
rein and control your horse. 

❑  Water for each rider, because noth-
ing is worse than being thirsty on 
the trail.

❑  Sun block and lip balm with sun 

 Before you go, get a 
vet check to make sure 
your horse is healthy 
and sound. And make 
sure you have the 
right traveling papers.

Be Prepared, continued ➽ 

TRAILER CLINIG
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•  Up to 100 miles free towing
•  Emergency stabling assistance
•  Emergency veterinarian referrals
•  Emergency farrier referrals
•  Coverage in any vehicle
•  Service on dual wheeled  

vehicles and horse trailers
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block, because sunburned skin and 
lips can be painful and distracting, 
taking away from a good ride.

❑  Sunglasses to cut glare, and to 
protect your eyes from trail dust 
and debris.

❑  A hat or helmet that stays on, even 
in high wind. This is a sign of an 
experienced trail rider.

❑  If you’re on a long ride, pack some 
food. Eating along the trail is half 
the fun. (Be sure to pack out your 
trash and litter.)

❑  A small first-aid kit that includes 
basic medicine and bandages for 
both horse and rider.

❑  A flashlight is essential even if 
you’re not planning on being out 
overnight. You just never know 
where a trail ride might take you.

❑  A sharp pocket knife. A knife is light-
weight and can be used in countless 
ways. You’ll be glad you have it. 

❑  A cell phone, in case of an emer-
gency.

❑  Lastly, a roll of duct tape, handy in a 
number of situations.
Practice packing these items to 

maximize space, keeping balance 
in mind. Through experience, you’ll 

learn how to fit everything snugly and 
efficiently. Use pockets, saddlebags, 
and saddle strings. 

Don’t overpack! You’ll be surprised 
how light and efficiently you can 
travel and still have everything you 
need. Better to have an item and not 

need it than to need it and not have it. 
Have fun, ride safe, ride smart, and be 
prepared! USR

 
“Cowboy clinician” Craig Cameron 
of Stephenville, Texas, travels nearly 
44,000 miles a year putting on horse-
manship clinics all over the world. He 
also starts hundreds of young colts ev-
ery year. His humane training methods 
are built around understanding the 
nature of the horse and seeing things 
from the horse’s point of view.

Be Prepared, continued

Make sure your rig is ready to go. Left to right: Check your truck’s oil, the pressure in all the tires, and the trailer’s brake lights.

On your ride, wear a hat or helmet that 
stays on, even in high wind. This is a 
sign of an experienced rider.

Craig Cameron

TRAILER CLINIC

RANDY PALMER PHOTO
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History: The Land Between The Lakes 
is a 170,000-acre National Recreation 
Area nestled between Kentucky Lake 
and Lake Barkley. It was established by 
President John F. Kennedy in 1961. 

Historical sites are a large part of the 
park, and include Fort Henry, where 
Civil War reenactments take place; The 
Homeplace, a farm typical of where 
Civil War soldiers in Tennessee grew 
up; and the old Laura Furnace, where 
iron ore was produced in the 1800s. 

The area was also home to elk and 
bison, which were wiped out in the late 
1800s. The park’s Elk & Bison Prairie is 

a 700-acre restoration of the animals’ 
native habitat, and features reintro-
duced elk and bison that roam freely 
within the enclosure.

With more than 70 miles of horse 
and wagon trails, plus an extensive net-
work of old roads that lead to the most 
scenic spots in the Kentucky Lake and 
Lake Barkley area, Land Between The 
Lakes is the largest inland peninsula in 
the United States.
Terrain: Land Between The Lakes 
features thousands of acres of ridged 
peak forest and parkland between 
two large waterways. Trails meander 

Destinations

Hitch up, and 

head to the Land 

Between The Lakes 

National Recreation 

Area for miles of 

scenic trails. 

Kentucky Jewel
BY AUDREY PAVIA

The Wranglers Campground has stalls, 
hitching posts, hot showers, and more.
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Kentucky Jewel

through rolling hills 
filled with deciduous 
trees that turn colors in 
the fall. Open grassland 
is also part of the park’s 
protected terrain. (For a 
map, visit www.lbl.org/
vcmaps.html.)
Top ride: Take the 11-
mile Trail #6 from the 
Wranglers Campground, 
and ride to the ruins of 
Laura Iron Furnace. This iron mill has 
been quiet for more than 100 years, 
but shimmering blue stones remain on 
the ground, left over from its heyday. 

You’ll likely see deer, wild turkey, 
hawks, and waterfowl-filled shore-
lines as you make your way along this 
spectacular riding trail. You’ll eventu-
ally come across the spot where Laura 
Furnace Creek empties into Blue Hole, 
a deep spring that’s a rich blue for the 
better part of the year. 
Stay over: Camp at the Wranglers 
Campground, which has stalls, hitching 
posts, hot showers, and more.

In the saddlebag: Bring 
along insect repellent for 
both you and your horse.
Contact: Land Between The 
Lakes National Recreation 
Area, www.lbl.org. USR

Audrey Pavia is an award-
winning equine journalist 
and competitive trail rider 
based in Norco, California. 
She’s the author of Trail 
Riding: A Complete Guide 
(Howell Book House imprint 
of Wiley; www.howellbook 
house.com).

Land Between The 
Lakes is a 170,000-
acre National 
Recreation Area 
nestled between 
Kentucky Lake and 
Lake Barkley. 

Land Between the Lakes features 
thousands of acres of ridged peak 
forest and parkland between two 
large waterways. Trails meander 
through rolling hills filled with 
deciduous trees.

DESTINATIONS
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Hay Soaker
Soaking dry feed and hay increases a traveling horse’s 

water intake, while decreasing colic risk. The Soaker is 
a nonelectric, automatic hay and feed soaker. The unit 
features a timed, portable container that requires only a 

pressurized water 
source. Once 
connected, The 
Soaker fills, soaks, 
and drains auto-
matically, leav-
ing your horse’s 
food cleaned and 
hydrated. Holds 
up to four flakes. 
Cost: $999.

Hoof-Grooming Tool
Cross Tie Equine’s RaspNGo combines a con-

ventional rasp with an ergonomic handle you can 
hold with one hand. The front end of the RaspNGo 
flips open for easy rasp removal. The rasp design 
allows you to stand beside your horse while re-
moving clinches to pull a sprung shoe, bevel sharp 
edges to stop chipping, and maintain balance 
between farrier visits. Cost: $44.95. 

On-the-Go GearBY LAUREN BACK

Click above to watch a video on the Soaker in use.

All-Terrain Wheels
If you’re looking to trick out your 

towing vehicle, American Force Wheels 
now offers the stylish and high-
performance KOLT and KOLT SS. The 
new, custom-designed KOLT wheels 
are available for dually and single-rear-
wheel trucks in a variety of sizes, with a 
load rating of 3,500 pounds. The high-
quality wheels are available in custom 
finishes. Cost: $3,200-$10,400. Click above to watch a video on the RaspNGo hoof-grooming tool..
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Cooling Bonnet 
Even in fall, there are risks associated with overheated 

horses on the road. Help keep your horse cool with the Ice 
Bonnet, available through Desert Equine. This bonnet ap-
plies fast and effective cooling action to his jugular vein and 
poll. The Ice 
Bonnet is de-
signed to be 
continuously 
worn while 
trailering and 
riding. Cost: 
$124.95.

USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to horse owners.  
If you’ve used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — be sure to include the  

manufacturer name and your contact information.

Click above to watch a video on the Horse Quencher.

Water Additive 
Trailer rides and unfamiliar destinations may cause 

a change in your horse’s drinking habits. Equatic Solu-
tions’ Horse Quencher is an all-natural blend of grains 
and flavorings that can enhance your horse’s 

water intake. Horse 

Quencher also increases acceptance of electrolytes. Avail-
able in apple, peppermint, butterscotch, and root beer 
flavors. Cost: $29.99 (25 servings); $99 (144 servings).

Blanket Waterproofing  
and Wash

CareTex’s new 
Waterproof Plus is 
engineered to keep 
your horse’s blan-
kets dry during the 
coldest months. One 
10.5-ounce can will 
waterproof or re-water-
proof one large horse 
turnout. Waterproof 
Plus is a companion 
product to the com-
pany’s Blanket Wash, 
safe for all waterproof 
fabrics. One 8-ounce 
bottle will wash approximately 16 blankets. Cost: $9.95 
(Waterproof Plus); $7.95 (Blanket Wash). 

ON-THE-GO GEAR
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How to Report a Disablement
You’ve had a disablement and have called the emergency 

number on the back of your USRider membership card. 
What should you expect now?

Our Member Care Specialists are highly trained profes-
sionals who gather a variety of information to assist us in 
facilitating a speedy and efficient service call. So be sure to 
have the following information ready when you call: vehicle 
make and model; year of both the vehicle and the trailer; 
trailer type and configuration; number of horses; and the 
precise directions to your current location.

We know being involved in any type of vehicular disable-
ment is stressful, but please take just a few moments to 
provide us with the information we need to help us serve you 
better. This information helps ensure that the service provider 
we dispatch will have the proper equipment to service your 
particular vehicle or trailer before heading out on a call. 

Also, the information helps the service provider correctly 
locate and identify you at the scene. These factors facilitate 
more efficient service for you. 

It’s helpful for us to have the complete picture, because a 
simple disablement can often morph into a situation involv-
ing multiple service vehicles, emergency stabling for horses, 

and more. The information we 
gather from our Members helps 
us improve trailer safety.

When you call our administra-
tive office, we verify our records 
to ensure we have your current 
contact information so we can 
get in touch with you about your 
membership. 

In addition to your address, 
telephone number, and e-mail 
address, it’s helpful for us to 
have a cell-phone number on 
file in case we need to contact 
you in connection with a dis-
ablement.

To verify or update your 
contact information any time, 
go to USRider.org, and visit the 
Member’s area. Or call (800) 
844-1409, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., Eastern Time.

USRider Community

Sign Up for Auto Renew 
USRider created the Auto Renew 

feature to simplify bill-paying for its 
Members. When a Member’s renewal 
becomes more than 30 days delinquent, 
a $29 fee is assessed to reactivate the 
membership. With the Auto Renew 
feature, the membership is automati-
cally renewed each year on the credit 
card the Member has placed on file with 
USRider.

USRider sends notification to a Mem-
ber 30 days prior to the expiration date 
advising the Member that his or her 
account will automatically renew and 

on which credit card. If the credit card 
on file has expired, that information will 
be included in the letter. The renewal 
will be presented to the Member’s credit 
card 10 days prior to the expiration date; 
this gives USRider time to notify the 
Member if any problems are encoun-
tered.

Keep USRider informed of any chang-
es to your credit card. Visit USRider.org, 
and click on the Member’s Area; or call 
the administrative offices, (800) 844-
1409, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. EST.

When you experience a 
disablement, the informa-
tion you provide helps the 
service provider correctly 
locate and identify you at 
the scene. These factors 
facilitate more efficient 
service for you. 

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO

With USRider’s Auto Renew feature, 
your membership will be automatically 
renewed every year using the credit card 
you’ve placed on file.



USRider® Equestrian Motor Plan
Hitch Up! e-Magazine • Fall 2012 

KEYNOTES
HAULING HINTS

ON-THE-GO GEAR
MEMBER STORY

DESTINATIONS
USR COMMUNITY

SAFETY CHECK
TRAILER CLINIC

USR BENEFITS

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

E-MAIL US SUBSCRIBE 
NOW FREE!

RETURN TO  
HOME PAGE 27

USRider Community

Prescription Discounts Offered 
USRider offers prescription discounts 

through a special arrangement designed 
to help Members save more money. 

The Discount Prescription Drug Card 
is accepted at more than 54,000 phar-
macies nationwide, including mail-order 
service. It can provide savings of up 
to 15 percent on brand-name drugs 
and 40 percent or more on generics, 
even if the prescription costs are fully 
or partially covered by insurance or 
Medicare. The card may also provide 
discounts on drugs not covered by 
insurance plans.

There’s no waiting period — the 
card is active immediately and doesn’t 
expire. There are no forms to fill out or 

claims to file. Simply present your card 
when dropping off a prescription.

In addition, USRider’s website pro-
vides Members with online resources to 
help find the best deals on prescriptions. 
•  With the Comparison Shop feature, 

Members can compare the costs of 

their prescriptions at all participating 
pharmacies in an area. 

•  When traveling, Members can ac-
cess the On the Go option to find 
participating pharmacies across the 
country. 

•  Members can also access In the Mail 
to get mail-order pricing and ordering 
information, and have their prescrip-
tions mailed directly to them.

The Discount Prescription Drug Card 
is available at no cost to USRider Mem-
bers, family, and friends. No usage 
limits apply on the card, and one card 
is valid for everyone in your family. To 
print your cards, go to www.usrider.
org/rxcard. USR

Members, Horses Our Top Priority
At USRider, the safety of our Mem-

bers and their Horses is our top prior-
ity. For those grammarians out there, 
you may wonder why we capitalize the 
words “Member” and “Horse.” While 
doing so may not be grammatically 
correct, we capitalize these 
words to show the respect we 
have for our valued Members 
and their Horses. Capitalizing 
these words also helps us 
keep the focus on them at all 
times. After all, without our 
Members, USRider wouldn’t 
exist.

We continuously strive to 
provide top-notch customer 
service at all times. In fact, 
to ensure that we’re doing 

things right, we’ve taken some point-
ers from the world leader in customer 
service: the Walt Disney Company. Al-
most 70 percent of visitors to the Magic 
Kingdom are repeat customers.

To help achieve similar satisfaction 

rates among our Members, our staff 
has trained with the Disney Institute, a 
Florida-based unit of the Walt Disney 
Company. Since 1986, they’ve coached 
thousands of executives and front-line 
workers from companies and organiza-

tions around the world. 
Among the many helpful 

service nuggets we gained 
through this training was 
to constantly reinforce the 
attitude that our Members 
are the No. 1 focus. A simple 
way Disney exemplifies this 
philosophy is through capi-
talizing the word “Guest.” 
We’re following suit by capi-
talizing the words “Member” 

and “Horse.”
USRider capitalizes the words “Member” and “Horse” to show 
the respect it has for its valued Members and their Horses.

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO
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USR COMMUNITY

http://www.usrider.org/rxcard
http://www.usrider.org/rxcard
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USRider Benefits

USRider members have access to 
numerous nationally recognized equine retailers through 
Winner’s Circle Advantage, USRider’s exclusive Members-
only benefits program. The program offers valuable, money-
saving discounts from nationally recognized equine retailers.

These special deals include equestrian gifts, jewelry, art, 
tack, apparel, publications, trailer accessories, veterinary 
supplies, equine services, hotel/motel/rental-car discounts, 
and more. 

The program is simple to use. When you join USRider, or 
renew your membership, you’ll receive a printed brochure 
that includes all Winner’s Circle Advantage partners. Simply 
peruse the brochure to locate your favorite suppliers, or find 
a new one, and follow the instructions for placing orders.

Or, you can enjoy these exclusive discounts with a visit 
to www.usrider.org.  Log in with your USRider membership 
number and a password. Navigate to the Winner’s Circle 
Advantage area for the company from whom you’d like to 
get information. Click on the logo for a direct link to that 
company’s website.

Winner’s Circle Advantage

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous  
discounts with nationally recognized equine retailers  
through Winner’s Circle Advantage, USRider’s exclusive 
Members-only benefits program.

Safe Travel Leads to Happy Trails! 
The folks at HorseTrailerMonitor.com 
are horsepeople helping horsepeople 
to take the guesswork out of trailering. 
HorseTrailerMonitor.com offers camera 
systems to see and hear both inside and 
outside the trailer, tire pressure systems 
to monitor all your wheels, and tempera-
ture systems to monitor heat, cold, and 
humidity. These products are available at 
reasonable prices and backed by excel-
lent customer service. USRider Members 
receive a 10% discount and free shipping 
on all purchases. 

Trailers/Trailer Accessories

If there’s a company or product you’d like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program,  
please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

http://www.usrider.org
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USRider Benefits

Tack and Equipment
HorseShowTack.com is known for carrying the finest in 

Western tack. Now the same tack and equipment that cham-
pion reiners, cutters, cowboys, and cowgirls use is only a 
mouse click away! HorseShowTack.com is family-owned and 
family-operated, supplying only products they use and believe 
in — all with quality personal service. USRider Members receive 
a 10% discount on all purchases. Visit the website, and order a 
free catalog.

The revolutionary, patented design of MDC Intelligent Stir-
rups gives the rider a competitive advantage, and increased 
security, comfort, and safety in a common-sense ergonomic 
design. Secure angles of traditional 45 or 90 degrees custom-
ize your ride and reduce leg burns. The MDC Ultimate Stirrup 
has a hinged footplate for a soft, shock-absorbing feel, while 
the MDC Comfort Stirrup has a traditional footplate and ap-
pearance. Both models come in a stainless-steel or satin-black 
finish. USRider Members receive free shipping on each order.

Rein-Aid offers a variety of products that contain elastic to 
soften the connection between horse and rider. Whether you 
use Rein-Aid inserts or full Elasto-Reins, the gear will encourage 
your horse to soften to the bit, relax, and go forward in a slow, 
round, correct manner. With Rein-Aid, you can ride dressage, 
jump, trail ride, foxhunt, barrel race, drive, and train yourself 
and your horse to perform smoothly. These products are kind, 
effective, and safe, with leather backing on all elastic portions. 
USRider Members receive an exclusive 20% discount.  

EquiFit, inc., makers of high-performance equine products, 
is committed to seeking new ways to help horses and riders 
perform, recover, be comfortable, and succeed at all levels of 
the sport. EquiFit’s materials, including its unique T-Foam core, 
originate in the human/medical market, which means they 
meet the highest possible standards, and provide horses with 
unsurpassed support, comfort, and protection. USRider Mem-
bers receive free shipping.

     USR BENEFITS
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