


Safety News
This issue: Get valuable info on the go; how to 
maintain your trailer axles; how a tire-pressure 
monitor can help avoid a tire blowout. 

Member Story
Happy Appy Owner: When this competitor got a  
flat tire in the hot desert she learned a valuable  
lesson on motor plans.

On-the-Go Gear
This issue: Softride’s ball mount; Travel N Corrals’ por-
table corral panels; Quadra Manufacturing’s hydraulic 
trailer jack; SuperVision Security’s trailer alarm. 

Trailer Clinic
Stop the Fidgets! Does your horse move about 
restlessly when tied to the outside of the trailer? Top 
trainer/clinician Chris Irwin explains why. Bonus video!

Hauling Hints
Expect the Best, But Plan for the Worst: Plan for 
a possible trailering emergency with these savvy tips 
from trailering expert Neva Kittrell Scheve.  

Destinations
Peak Experience: Load up your horse, and 
climb the mountain peaks in Washington’s 
remote Pasayten Wilderness Area. 

USRider Community
This issue: Find a vet when you’re on the road; avoid a lockout; 
help USRider find you; learn how your membership supports Large 
Animal Emergency Rescue awareness and education initiatives.

Mr. Truck  
Two Great 2009 Trucks: If you’re considering buy-
ing a new tow vehicle while prices are still low, here’s 
some great information on two top 2009 trucks.

Looking for a challenging trail-riding adventure? Head 
to Washington’s Pasayten Wilderness Area.

This California competitor ran into trouble on her 
way to the World Championship Appaloosa Show in 
Fort Worth, Texas. Click here to read her story.

Before you load your horse, anticipate 
and plan for a trailering emergency with 
these expert tips.

USRider Benefits
This issue: Save money with USRider  
benefits partners; Winner's Circle  
Advantage Member benefits. COVER PHOTO BY HEIDI NYLAND
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Functionality
         Click to Zoom 
          Click to enlarge 
any element on the page.

            Click to  
Start Video

             Click to  
 Stop Video 

Information
Click for More 
Click on the plus  
sign to view the 

rest of the story and/or more 
information.

Communication
E-Mail Us
Click for an  
e-mail form.

Subscribe
Click here to 
get your free 

subscription to Hitch Up! 
quarterly online magazine.

Send to a 
Friend
Send a buddy 

the current issue of Hitch 
Up! (We keep all e-mail ad-
dresses confidential.)

Navigation
Turn Page
Click any corner 
to turn the page. 

Home
Click here to 
return to the 

table of contents.

Navigation Bar
On every page is a 
direct link to each  
section. Just roll over  
and click!

Welcome to Hitch Up!
Hi, I’m Natalie Yelen of Horse Media 

Group. We’re excited to bring you the 
spring issue of USRider’s Hitch Up! 
e-magazine, the horse industry’s first-
ever rich-media publication. Click on 
the video to learn how to navigate the 
magazine’s great features. Then read 
on and enjoy!

CLICK CORNERS
TO TURN PAGE

These tools appear on 
every page

information.

Function
 Click to 

Cli k t

This is advertising material which briefly summarizes some of the benefits of USRider Membership. In the event of a conflict between this advertise-
ment and the USRider Service Agreement, the Service Agreement shall control. Copies of the Service Agreement are available at www.usrider.org.

It´s FREE  
to Subscribe! 
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Get Info While You Are On The Go 
As we enter the busy horse-travel season, keep in mind 

that USRider has developed a mobile version of its website 
created especially for mobile devices with Internet access. 
Simply enter www.usrider.org into your mobile device.  

There’s no cost to access this site. Information includes 
safety bulletins, trailer-safety tips, recommended trailering 
first-aid kit items, and a pre-trip checklist for trailers that 
USRider developed in cooperation with trailer experts Drs. 
Tomas and Rebecca Gimenez. 

The site’s mapping features will help you find the most 
direct route to your destination and locate the lowest prices 
for gasoline and die-
sel fuel in the vicinity. 
You can also access 
USRider’s Winner’s 
Circle Advantage 
Member benefits  
program. New fea-
tures will continue  
to be added, so be 
sure to check back 
often. USR

SAFETY NEW
S

Maintain Your  
Trailer Axles 

One of the more debilitat-
ing trailer disablements is axle 
failure, which presents an on-the-
scene repair challenge. The key 
to avoiding axle failure is preventative maintenance. 

Have your trailer axles serviced annually, or every 12,000 
miles, even for lifetime bearings or maintenance-free axles. 
Take your trailer to a trusted mechanic who’ll inspect the 
axle, replace any worn parts, and re-pack the bearings with 
high-temperature bearing grease, or change the 90 weight 
oil for oil bath axles. Perform this simple maintenance even 
if your trailer has hubs that are equipped with after-market 
grease fittings. 

For oil bath axles, change the oil biannually even if the oil 
is full. Upon visual inspection, if an oil bath system has dark 
or cloudy oil, have the axle serviced immediately; dark and 
cloudy oil indicates moisture contamination. Proper-looking 
oil will have a golden or amber appearance.

Carry a spare set of axle bearings when traveling, just  
in case. USR

Tire-Pressure Monitors Can Help You Avoid Blowouts
Flat tires are the leading cause of disablements involving horse trailers. During 

a research project conducted with Dr. Tomas Gimenez, USRider discovered that 
using an electronic air-pressure monitoring system could significantly reduce the 
chance of a blowout.

While blowouts occur without warning, they typically result from under-
inflated tires, which build up excessive heat. Use an air-pressure monitoring system 
that monitors air pressure constantly (even when the vehicle isn’t in use) and doesn’t 
require dismounting the tires to install. A drop or increase in pressure of 10 percent 
or more will sound an alarm in the cab, so you can take immediate action to 
avoid a blowout. 

For your horse trailer, follow the inflation recommendation listed on the tires’ 
sidewalls. For your tow vehicle, follow the inflation guidelines for that vehicle 
found in the owner’s manual or on the vehicle’s placard.

Check tire pressure of all tires at least monthly, including spare tires, when the 
tires are cold. USR 
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You should be!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
Members are covered in any vehicle 
they are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are committed to the 
welfare and safety of our Members and 
their horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

If you are not already  
a USRider Member 
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As members of the Calizona 
Appaloosa Horse Club, we were trav-
eling from California across the desert 
to compete at the World Champion-
ship Appaloosa Show in Fort Worth, 
Texas, when we got a flat tire.

I called another well-known motor 
plan first, since we had a few days 
remaining on our contract with them. 
This turned out to be an extremely 
poor choice! I was on the phone “get-
ting connected” to the proper people 
for more than 30 minutes. Then it 
took more than an hour for help to 
arrive. 

When the service provider arrived, 
he had the wrong truck and no tools. 
He soon left, telling us to call the 
motor plan back because he couldn’t 
help. He didn’t even offer to call him-
self to ensure they brought the correct 
equipment on the next truck. We were 
now stuck in the desert for well over 
two hours with horses (including one 
youngster) and a furry dog.

I shook my head, realizing my  
mistake. Now I was glad I’d called  
USRider two days prior for member-
ship. They had very politely rushed 
my membership processing so we 
could be covered for our trip. This 
saved us! If USRider hadn't come to 
the rescue, we would probably still be 
stuck (no thanks to that other mo-
tor plan). Or, even worse, we could 
have been dealing with overheated or 
colicky horses.

USRider Member Care Specialists 
sent a repair truck within 15 minutes, 
and my tire was fixed within 30 min-
utes. USRider called me three times 
during the repair to make sure I was 

okay. I also got a follow-up call after-
ward to make sure all was well.

We’ve referred everyone in our 
club to USRider. Thank you a thou-
sand times over! We’re grateful for 
your superior service that saved us 
when the other motor plan literally 
left us stranded in the desert.

Sincerely grateful,
C.J.B., California

Has USRider Come to Your Rescue?
We’d love to have more stories, 
photographs, and short videos from 
our Members. If USRider has come to 
your rescue, please send materials to 
memberservice@usrider.org.  
If we use them, we’ll send you  
a small gift. USR  

MEMBER STORY

When her tire when flat in the desert, “USRider Member Care Specialists 
sent a repair truck within 15 minutes,” says C.J.B. of California (shown 
here aboard her Appaloosa Horse).  

Trailering Tip
Hitch tip: Be sure the hitch 
is on, and that the socket (if 
it's a bumper pull) is closed 
and locked over the ball. 
The hitch collar should slide 
easily and close completely 
over the ball. If the lock pin 
is missing, replace it. The 
ball should be no smaller 
than two inches and might 
be larger. Make sure all the 
hitch’s bolts are tight and 
none is broken.

—Jessica Jahiel, PhD
www.jessicajahiel.com



NOTE: anythign else fo rthis 
page? deck?
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TRAILER CLINIC

Does your horse move about when tied to the trailer? He could be 
unbalanced and attempting to square himself so he can relax in physical 
and mental comfort. Watch this video from top trainer/clinician Chris 
Irwin to learn the reasons behind your horse’s fidgeting. The more you 
know, the better you can teach him to stand still. (Note: For subsequent 
stand-tied lessons from Chris Irwin, go to Horse.com.) USR

About Chris Irwin
After winning 18 U.S. National Championships in both 

riding and driving events with Nevada’s wild mustangs, 
Chris Irwin became known as the person who could 
turn around last-chance horses, a reputation that soon 
evolved into clinics aimed at resolving “behavior prob-
lems,” including even the most challenging and competi-
tive horses shown in the highest levels of dressage and 
jumping. 

Today, after 30 years of wisdom gleaned from his dedi-
cation to the well-being of the horse, Irwin’s evolutionary 
approach to horsemanship is becoming mainstream. His 
first book, Horses Don’t Lie, became an instant bestseller. 
His latest book is Dancing With Your Dark Horse.   



Curb Appeal
Gorgeous brown paint
Full-grain leather seats
Bold chrome grill
6-speed automatic transmission

Money-Savers
8% better mpg than the 2008 F150
2 mpg improvement in fuel  

economy overall
Excellent price point for what you get

Towing Extras
All V8 Powertrain line-up
½-ton class at almost ¾-ton  

capacity, 11,300 pounds
Same trailer capacity for all three 

cab configurations, so it’s easy  
to match to your trailer

Electronic stability control

Integrated trailer brake controller
Automatic trailer sway control
Engine torque converter extended 

lockup
Increased lateral stiffness of the frame
8,200 pound GVWR
3,030 pound payload
Big towing mirrors

2009 Dodge Ram 1500 Laramie 

Are you considering investing in a 
new tow vehicle to carry you to your 
trail adventures in safety, comfort, 
and style? Check out the 2009 Ford 
F150 King Ranch Edition and the 2009 
Dodge Ram 1500 Laramie. At right, 
you’ll find benefits of each, broken out 
by curb appeal, money-savers, and 
towing extras. (For the new line  
of Chevrolet trucks, click here.) 

H. Kent Sundling (a.k.a. Mr. Truck) is a 
well-known automotive journalist, re-
viewing trucks, trailers, and accessories 
for magazines and websites. He travels 
the country test-driving new trucks, tow-
ing trailers, and reviewing horse-trailer 
factories.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY  
H. KENT SUNDLING

Curb Appeal
Added storage room
Optional heated steering wheel
Rear coil suspension
Ventilated front seats
Seat heaters in both rows
Automatic headlights
Automatic up and down on all  

front windows
Moon roof
Triple seal doors for quieter ride
Built in the U.S.A.

Money-Savers
Up to 20 mpg on the highway
Optional axle ratios are 3.21 for  

fuel economy
Excellent price point for what you get

Towing Extras
Electronic stability control
Backup camera
Bigger anti-sway bars that are hollow 

tubes on both front and back
ERS for forced grade shifting
Drive train improvements
Automatic-engaging 4 x 4 USR

2009 Ford F150 King Ranch Edition

The 2009 Ford F150  
King Ranch Edition.

The 2009 Dodge Ram 
1500 Laramie.

If there is a tow-vehicle topic  
you would like Mr. Truck to cover,  

please e-mail us.
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MR. TRUCK
BY H. KENT SUNDLING  

& LAUREL BERGER O’CONNOR

Please note that products featured in this publication aren’t endorsed by USRider; they’re presented only to provide information to horse owners. If you’ve used 
a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

Ball Mount 
Clanking from your trailer hitch can 
make hauling a loud experience. 
Softride’s QuietRide Steel Tightening 
Ball Mount eliminates the up-and-
down, side-to-side, and forward-and-
back motion that causes clanking. 
A threaded, stainless-steel hitch pin 
tightens securely to a stainless-steel 
nut in the ball mount’s inner wall; a 
wedge and hitch pin secure the ball 
mount into the corner of the receiver 
tubing. Cost: $64.99. 

Trailer Alarm
You’ve invested thousands of 
dollars in your trailer. Why not 
invest in security, too? The Horse 
Guard alarm from SuperVision 
Security Inc. comes with a solar 
panel for power and a remote 
control. If there’s an intrusion, 
a pager alerts you, trailer lights 
flash, internal and external sirens 
go off, and the trailer brakes lock 
up. Cost: $699. 

Hydraulic  
Trailer Jack
Today’s heavy trail-
ers make a power 
trailer jack almost 
a must. The Big Foot hydraulic trailer 
jack from Quadra Manufacturing 
eases lifting: Use the remote switch to 
lift your trailer as you back under it. 
Most jacks have a 12,000-pound lifting 
capacity, with up to 25,000 pounds 
available. Cost: $1,195.

Portable Corral 
Portable corrals allow you to contain 
your horse safely on the road. Travel 
N Corrals offers lightweight, durable 
corral panels. Each panel, made from 
three-quarter-inch, galvanized-steel 
tubing, measures four-by-seven feet 
and weighs only 15 pounds. Six panels 
make a 13-foot-diameter round corral 
to contain a single horse; seven- and 
eight-panel kits are also available. 
Cost: From $525. 

ON-THE-GO-GEAR



Story and Photos by  
Kent & Charlene Krone

Click on the plus sign to access Google 
maps of the area. To request planning 

maps, click on the resource 
links on page 13.

ilderness to us 
means a region 

large enough to be 
difficult to reach on 

foot, but practical to 
explore by horse-
back. We selected 

Washington’s Pasayten Wilderness 
Area for a nine-day horse-packing trip.

Crossing the Peak 
The Pasayten contains more than 

one-half-million acres of designated 
wilderness. Combined with North 
Cascades National Park and Ross Lake 
National Recreation Area to the west, 
and the Canadian roadless areas to 
the north, the region has more than 
one million acres of wild lands. It 
takes about 460 miles of road to drive 
around it.

Our trailhead was at Long Swamp 
Campground, west of Tonasket, 
Washington. We planned a perfect 

loop: riding north from the 
campground to Horseshoe 
Basin, west to Remmel Lake, 
and southeast to our point of 
origin.

The cast of characters on 
our trip included my 8-year-
old gelding, Buddy, Charlene’s 
10-year-old gelding, Scout, and 
our 15-year-old pack horse, 
Lily; all Missouri Fox Trotters 
and pack-trip veterans.

In the morning, we began 
riding north on Trail #342. Our 

task was to cross Windy Peak and get 
to our campsite at Horseshoe Basin. 
After four or five miles, our climb to 
the peak began in earnest. At the same 
time, the trail disappeared! If you take 
this trail, look for rock cairns. Follow 
rock pile to rock pile as they lead you 
out of the trees and above timberline. 

After six hours in the saddle, we en-
tered Horseshoe Basin, a lovely alpine 
expanse of meadows with pockets of 
timber. Stay left in Horseshoe Basin 
following Trail #533 to Horseshoe Pass. 
You’ll find a number of camping and 
grazing sites.  

On the Border 
From Horseshoe Basin, we traveled 

west for several days following the 
Boundary Trail #533. This is a uniquely 
special trail. Its name is derived from 
the fact that it roughly follows the 
Canadian border. During its full length, 
it rarely drops below timberline. 

Upon leaving the tundra-like expanse 
of Horseshoe Basin, we could see the 
Boundary Trail unfolding in the distance. 
After riding about 13 miles, we arrived 
at Scheelite Pass. The Scheelite Mead-
ows below Scheelite Pass offer plenty of 
grazing, water, and shelter. 

High-Country Delight 
After a several-day layover, we 

packed up, and began riding to our 
next camp at Remmel Lake. We con-
tinued west on the Boundary Trail past 
the Tungsten Mine to Apex Pass. From 

GOOGLE MAPS
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this pass to Remmel Lake is a stretch of 
high-country delight. Rarely is so much 
sustained beauty found in one section.

Dead towering tree snags stand 
silently. Monstrous gray boulders are 
hunched down amid tamaracks and 
lodgepole pines. Ahead are jagged 
mountain peaks marching against a 
clear blue sky.

As we arrived at the boulder-strewn 
Cathedral Pass, we were presented 
with yet another scene of panoramic 
beauty. In the distance lies the Cascade 
Range. In the foreground is Upper 

Cathedral Lake. On the left is Amphi-
theater Mountain. We descended the 
pass and rode by Upper Cathedral 
Lake to Remmel Lake, a jewel in the 
wilderness! 

On the last day, we rode from Rem-
mel Lake back to our starting point, 
thus completing a perfect loop. USR

Kent and Charlene Krone combine their 
interest in photojournalism with a pas-
sion for horses. They enjoy sharing their 
horseback adventures in the United 
States and Western Canada.

DESTINATIONS

The Pasayten contains 
more than one-half-
million acres of designated 
wilderness. Combined with 
North Cascades National 
Park and Ross Lake Na-
tional Recreation Area to 
the west, and the Cana-
dian roadless areas to the 
north, the region has more 
than one million acres of 
wild lands. Click here for 
a slideshow of photos by 
Kent and Charlene Krone 
of their nine-day pack trip 
in the area.

Related Links 
Cascade Wilderness Outfitters

Forest Supervisor, 
Okanogan National Forest 

Pasayten Wilderness Map

Tonasket Ranger District



Give the Gift of 
Peace of Mind~  
All Year Long.

What better way to tell the horse-
owners in your life that you care than 
to assure they have assistance in 
an emergency? USRider Equestrian 
Motor Plan makes the perfect gift.

USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for 
the safety of both driver and horses, 
along with exclusive equine benefits, 
resulting in an indispensable 
roadside-assistance plan that truly 
exceeds other motor plans.

Make sure your loved ones have 
peace of mind when on the road with 
their horses, Make sure they have a 
USRider Membership.

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.
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I’ve been in the horse-trailer busi-
ness for 27 years, and I’ve owned hors-
es for 40 years. During that time, I’ve 
learned a thing or two. One important 
lesson I’ve learned is that emergencies 
can happen to anybody at any time.

Whatever the emergency, you can 
greatly influence the outcome by being 
prepared. The following tips will help 
you anticipate the types of emergen-
cies you might encounter, so you can 
plan for them in advance and be ready 
when they happen.

Store a human 
first-aid kit in your tow vehicle to treat 
minor injuries. In extreme situations, 
you may be incapacitated. Help first 
responders handle your horse by post-
ing a visible notice in your trailer listing 
names and numbers to call for help. 
Also, plug those numbers into your cell 
phone contact list with the initials “ICE 
horse.”

-
 Even if your horse is a sea-

soned traveler, he can still hurt himself 
in the trailer or while riding during a 
day trip. Make sure your trailer is safe. 
Check for any sharp edges or protru-
sions inside that could cause injury. 
Use only removable interior dividers, 
bars, and center posts, in case you 
need to get him out of a trapped situ-
ation.

Carry a well-stocked equine first-aid 
kit so you can tend to his injuries. Ask 
your veterinarian to teach you emer-
gency-treatment techniques. Preventive 
measures — such as wrapping your 
horse’s legs during travel — will greatly 
reduce the possibility of injury.

An 
accident can happen at any time. 
Lessen this risk by being the best and 
most responsible driver you can be. 
Enhance your control by properly 
setting up your rig, making sure your 
tow vehicle is rated to tow the weight 
of your loaded trailer, and using the 
proper hitch. 

Carry spare halters and lead ropes 
in your vehicle or trailer so you’ll be 
prepared if — heaven forbid — your 
horse gets loose on the highway during 
an accident.

Have a 
spare tire that’s in good condition so 
you’ll be able to get back on the road 
quickly in the event you get a flat tire. 
In fact, have at least one spare tire for 
both your tow vehicle and trailer. 

 
Lessen the chance of a breakdown with 
a pre-trip check of fluid levels and tire 
condition. Follow a prescribed mainte-
nance schedule, as well, to help avoid 
a roadside breakdown. 

If you get stuck in a traffic jam in 
hot weather, your horse could become 
very stressed. Keep 10 to 20 gallons 
of water on board at all times to help 
keep your horse cool. Offer him water 
to drink and rinse him off. 

If you’re a Member of USRider, 
you’ve accepted the possibility that 
you may need help. But membership 
is only part of your plan. It could be a 
little while before help actually arrives, 
so if you’ve taken the precautions 
recommended here, you’ll be much 
more confident to handle any situation. 
Remember: Hope is not an effective 
strategy. USR

Neva Kittrell Scheve and her husband, 
Tom, owners of EquiSpirit Trailers, have 
written three books on trailers including 
The Complete Guide to Buying, Main-
taining, and Servicing a Horse Trailer,  
a nationally recognized textbook.  
They reside in Southern Pines,  
North Carolina.

HAULING HINTS
BY NEVA KITTRELL SCHEVE

Loading up your horse for recreation, 
clinic, or show? Wait! First, anticipate 
and prepare for a trailering emergen-
cy with these expert tips.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

If there is a trailering topic  
you would like for us to cover,  

please e-mail us.



If you encounter trouble on the road 
and need assistance, you need to tell 
the USRider service provider your exact 
location. Often, USRider can confer-
ence you in with a service provider in 
the general area to determine your 
location. However, this takes time. 
USRider is proud that its average re-
sponse time is well under the industry 
average of 60 minutes. 

Help USRider find you by first being 
aware of where you are at all times en 
route to your destination. If you have a 
disablement, try to find a street address, 

exit number, or mile marker. 
Look for a street number on 
nearby homes or businesses, 
or on street signs. If possible, 
ask someone for help. 

Also, use a GPS unit 
when traveling. Most GPS 
units have a “locate” fea-
ture that provides latitude 
and longitude measure-
ments. USRider can use 
this information to pinpoint 
your location and send  
assistance. USR

Do you like the unique benefits 
afforded to you through your USRider 
membership? Do you wish you could 
share those benefits with your loved 
ones? With USRider’s Associate mem-
berships, you can! 

Individual Members can add Associ-
ate Members at the reduced rate of $79 
annually, and there’s no activation fee 
to add an associate. Best of all, associate 
members enjoy all the valuable USRider 
membership benefits and coverage as 
do primary Members. And remember, 
USRider Members are covered in any 
vehicle they’re traveling in — even if they 
aren’t driving or pulling a horse trailer.

To add an Associate Member, click 
here, or call (800) 844-1409, Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Eastern Time. USR Did you know that you can add Associate Members to your  

USRider membership? Why not share the peace of mind?  
Click on the video to find out more.

USRider encourages Members to use a GPS unit 
when traveling in unfamiliar territory. USRider can 
use this information to pinpoint a person’s location 
and send assistance directly to him or her.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO
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USR COMMUNITY

USRider helps those who help horses. In January 2002, 
USRider established the Leg-Up Fund to provide financial 
support for Large-Animal Rescue initiatives. Each year, it 
donates a portion of its profits through this fund, thanks to 
thousands of Members like you. 

The Leg-Up Fund was originally created to enhance 
awareness and train responders already in the field. Then, 
in 2004, the USRider Large Animal Rescue Endowment Fund 
was created to introduce and train those enrolled in Eastern 
Kentucky University’s Fire and Safety Engineering Technol-
ogy Program. 

The fund helps train an average of 60 students, fire/
rescue personnel, first responders, veterinarians, and horse 
enthusiasts annually. Seminars cover the use of sedatives 
and tranquilizers, chemical restraint, rescue ropes and 
knots, barn-fire rescue, mud rescue, helicopter rescue, water 
rescue, rescue from overturned trailers, and more.

Public contributions to the Large-Animal Rescue Endow-
ment Fund are encouraged and may be sent to the Division 
of University Development, CPO 19A, Jones 324, Eastern 

Kentucky University, 521 Lancaster Ave., Richmond, Ky., 
40475-3102. The development office may be reached at 
(859) 622-1583. USR

USRider’s Leg-Up Fund supports awareness and provides train-
ing for Technical Large-Animal Emergency Rescue initiatives. 

Your USRider membership  
supports Large Animal Emergency 

Rescue awareness and training. 
Click on the video to learn more.



Traveling with your horse is hard enough. But imagine you’re traveling with 
your horse in an unfamiliar area and he becomes sick or injured. Your trusted 
veterinarian is miles away. 

Relax. If you’re a USRider Member, you have access to its DVM Directory, an 
electronic database of qualified equine practitioners. It contains contact informa-
tion for large-animal veterinarians throughout USRider’s service area in the 48 
contiguous United States, Alaska, and Canada.   

This directory is available to USRider Member Care Specialists to make refer-
rals when USRider Members need veterinary services while traveling. To reach a 
USRider Member Care Specialist, simply dial the emergency toll-free number on 
the back of your membership ID card. USR
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If you’re a traveling USRider Member, 
you have access to its DVM Directory, an 
electronic database of qualified vets.

Being locked out of your vehicle is 
not only an inconvenience, but also it 
can put you and your horse at risk for 
an injury. And today’s sophisticated 
vehicles can pose challenges to lock-
smiths and service providers, leaving 
you stranded for an uncomfortable 
length of time. 

If your keys are locked in your ve-
hicle, USRider can usually find some-
one to assist you. However, if you’ve 
lost your ignition key, it presents a new 
set of challenges. 

Most vehicle ignition systems now 
have an integrated two-part secu-
rity system that requires a key with 
a transponder that communicates to 
the vehicle when the matching key is 
in use. This system was developed to 
minimize the possibility of vehicle theft. 
If these keys are lost or damaged, then   
to start your vehicle, you might have to 
obtain a key from a dealer and have it 

programmed, which 
is expensive. 

To avoid a 
lockout, keep a spare 
key available outside 
your tow vehicle. USRider 
has developed its very own 
KeyHider, which is included in 
every USRider Membership Kit. 
If you need a KeyHider, call USRider’s 
administrative offices at (800) 844-
1409, or click here to send an e-mail 
requesting one. 

Also note that the electronics in a 

key fob can be 
scrambled or erased if 

a cell phone gets too close to the 
fob. If a fob is erased, there’s usually 
no way to repair it. Keep the fob and 
your cell phone at least one inch apart, 
and keep a spare key in a KeyHider, 
just in case. USR
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The electronics in a key fob 
can be scrambled or erased if 
a cell phone gets too close to 
the fob. Keep the fob and your 
cell phone at least one inch 
apart, and keep a spare key in 
USRider’s KeyHider. 
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USRider 
Members 
enjoy mon-
ey-saving 

discounts and 
special access to 

dozens of nationally 
recognized equestrian retailers through 
the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits 
program. The special “Members Only” 
benefits enjoyed by USRider Members 
include exclusive discounts and other 
valuable incentives when making pur-
chases from benefit partners.

USRider Members can access these 
benefits directly through the USRider 
website, as well as through a printed 
brochure enclosed in membership kits 
and renewal mailings. Simple instruc-
tions and access codes provide Mem-
bers with infor-
mation on how 
to take advantage 
of the many 
benefits. With so 
many discount 
opportunities, 
USRider Mem-
bers can easily 
save the cost of 
their membership 
and more! USR

USR BENEFITS

Save Money With USRider Benefits Partners

USR COMMUNITY

As a Member of USRider, you have access to Winner’s Circle Advantage. 
Watch the video to find out more about the program’s valuable benefits. 

If you’re a USRider Member, you’ll not only receive quick and efficient emergency 
roadside service, but also Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits, as outlined here.
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With the summer travel season just ahead, 
USRider continues to add new hotel/motel  
partners to its Winner’s Circle Advantage  
benefits program. 

Microtel Inns & Suites has been ranked “High-
est in Guest Satisfaction” seven years in a row 
by J.D. Power and Associates. As a new member 
of the world-renowned Wyndham Hotel Group, 
Microtel offers FREE wireless Internet and FREE 
phone calls, along with cozy bedding and FREE 
breakfasts. 

For an extended stay, meet Wyndham’s 
second-newest member, Hawthorn Suites. Take 
advantage of its special offers with TripFinder 
Vacation Packages, Special Discounts, and  
Group Travel.

Encompassing more than 6,550 hotels and 
551,000 rooms in 59 countries, Wyndham’s  
other brands include AmeriHost Inn®, Baymont 
Inn & Suites®, Days Inn®, Howard Johnson®, 
Knights Inn®, Ramada®, Super 8®, Trave-
lodge®, Wingate Inns®, and Wyndham Hotels 
and Resorts. USRider Members receive a 10% 
discount off the best available rate.

Choice Hotels International was the first hotel/motel  
partner to join USRider’s benefits program. Choice Hotels 
has over 4,700 Comfort Inn®, Comfort Suites®, Quality 
Inn®, Sleep Inn®, Clarion®, Cambria Suites®, MainStay 
Suites®, Suburban Extended Stay Hotel®, Econo Lodge®, 
and Rodeway Inn® brand hotels across the country. USRid-
er Members receive a 15% discount. 

USRider is proud to have Hyatt 
Hotels and Resorts as another hotel 
partner. Hyatt is one of the world’s 
premier hotel corporations offering 

executive amenities including meeting rooms, suites, restau-
rants, business centers, reception halls, and the finest hotel 
rooms. USRider Members receive a  10% discount off the 
best available rate. 

La Quinta Inns & Suites offers USRider Members its spe-
cial Bright Side program, extending a 10% discount off their 
best available rate at more than 700 locations.

Drury Hotels, Motel 6, Red Roof Inn, 
Shilo Inns, Studio 6, and Vagabond Inn 
offer special discounted rates to USRider 
Members. See the benefits brochure for 
special pricing. USR

Hotel/Motel Discounts

If you take advantage of USRider’s Winner’s Circle Advantage program, 
you’ll receive a discount at nearly every major hotel and motel brand. 
Watch the video to find out more.
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Overnight-Stabling Directory 
Just like a USRider membership, The Nationwide Overnight Stabling Directory 

& Equestrian Vacation Guide is an absolute must for anyone who travels or vaca-
tions with their equine friends. This guide has everything you need to plan your 
next trip, move, trail ride, or vacation. 

Professionally published and updated annually by Equine Travelers of America 
Inc. since 1982, this helpful guide includes excellent maps, an extensive network 
of overnight stabling facilities, equine-related vacation spots, important health 
regulations, and more for all the contiguous states. 

The Vacation Guide provides information on the best 
layover spots from luxurious to primitive, while the Infor-
mation Service is for those who need limited information. 
This guide is offered to USRider Members at a 20% dis-
count. If you have a stabling facility, you can list it, as well.

USR BENEFITS

Western Equestrian Products 
Whether outfitting horse and rider for a day on the trail or for competition, 

Smith Brothers stands behind the quality and value of its competi-
tively priced products. Smith Brothers is the leading multichannel 
retailer of Western equestrian products in the United States. USRid-
er Members receive a FREE trailer door caddy with any order of $50 
or more from Smith Brothers. For all your Western inquiries or to 
receive a free catalog, call (800) 433-5558. For special offers and all 
Smith Brothers’ products and services, visit its website by clicking on 
the link above. Or, visit the Smith Brothers store in Denton, Texas.  

Flat-Tire Aid 
The TrailerAid®, made from lightweight, super-strong polymer, makes chang-

ing a trailer tire very simple, even if you’re alone. Just drive your good tire onto 
the TrailerAid, remove the flat tire, and mount your spare tire. No jacks! No need 
to unload the trailer! TrailerAid offers a wide variety of high-quality products for 

the traveling equestrian, from chocks, wheel stops, level-
ers and jacks to cleaning products, water hose accesso-
ries, roof vent covers, generator exhaust systems, heavy-
duty extension cords, and sewer hoses. TrailerAid also 
carries various sport boots for horses. USRider Members 
receive free shipping. 



Subscribe to
Hitch Up! 

e-Magazine

Brought to you by USRider 
and MyHorse.com. 

Hitch Up! features  
informative videos, trailering 

how-tos, safety news,  
hauling hints, exciting  
destinations, on-the-go 

products, valuable USRider 
services, and much more!

Delivered straight to 
your in-box!

Sign Up Now!
It’s Absolutely 

FREE!
Click Here to Subscribe


