
Keynotes
Safety News: What to do if the accelerator sticks; 
advice on aftermarket floor mats; signal for safety. 
Green Tip: Horsepool to save fuel.
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Member Story
Helpless No More: Find out what a difference 
a USRider Membership made to this busy Morgan 
owner in the Southeast. 

Truck Savvy
Should you Buy a Dually? Learn the important 
differences between a dually and a single rear  
wheel truck when towing a horse trailer. 

Q&A
Trailer Tailor: Meet Neva Kittrell Scheve, who, with her 
husband/business partner, Tom, is on the cutting edge of 
trailer design and large-animal rescue. Bonus slideshow! 

Hauling Hints
Load for Maximum Stability: Here are expert 
horse-loading techniques for various types of 
trailer configurations to maximize hauling control. 

On-the-Go Gear
This issue: Prepackaged supplements; trailering 
first-aid kit for horses and humans; trailer-door 
organizers, and more. Live links!

USRider Community
This issue: What you need to know about your 
key-ring return card; if you’re heading north, note  
that USRider covers you in Alaska and Canada. 

Destinations
The History Trail: Hitch up, head to the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail in Montana, and ride  
into America’s early history. Bonus slideshow!
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USRider Benefits
USRider recognizes new benefits partners  
in the money-saving Winner’s Circle  
Advantage Member Benefits Program.
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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our 
top priority. To help us keep the focus on, as well as show our 

respect to, these invaluable components of USRider, we  
capitalize the words “Member” and “Horse” where these  

words relate to our membership program. 
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Welcome to Hitch Up!
Hi, I’m Natalie Yelen of AIM 

Equine Network. We’re excited to 
bring you the Spring 2010 issue of 
USRider’s Hitch Up! e-magazine, the 
horse industry’s first-ever rich-media 
publication. Click the video to learn 
how to navigate this magazine’s great 
features. Then, read on and enjoy!

CLICK CORNER
TO TURN PAGEHitch Up! Click-and-Learn Video

These tools 
appear on 
every page
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This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider Membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication and the 
USRider Service Agreement, the Service Agreement shall control. Copies of the Service Agreement are available at www.usrider.org. USRider does 
not endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to horse owners. USRider receives no income 
from advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s FREE  
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Not a subscriber? Click on the  
subscribe icon on any page, or see  
page 24. Already a subscriber? Use 
our Send-to-a-Friend icon to share  

Hitch Up! with a friend. 
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Keynotes•Safety News

The news is awash with stories of drivers encountering 
sticking accelerators. While sticking accelerators have been 
recently pegged to Toyota vehicles, this can happen to any 
vehicle for a variety of reasons — a broken motor mount or 
an improper floor mat to a system glitch — so it is best to be 
prepared. 

First, do not panic. Your initial instinct will be to turn off 
the engine immediately. But beware; if you do this in many 
vehicles, you will lose your power steering, power braking, 
and turn-signal functions. 

Instead, follow these steps.

Sticky Accelerator: 3 Steps to Control   

Step 1: Shift into neutral. 
Immediately shift your vehicle into neutral. The engine will 
continue to rev (that is, the crankshaft will continue to re-
volve) and may rev even higher since the vehicle is now out 
of gear. However, unlike vehicles made prior to the 1980s, 
modern vehicles have rev-limiting devices built in to protect 
the engine from over-revving, which would cause perma-
nent engine damage.

Step 2: Pull over, turn off engine
Find the nearest, safest place to move off the road out of the 
way of traffic, then turn off the engine, and turn on emer-
gency flashers.

Step 3: Get a tow. 
Do not attempt to restart your vehicle. Have the vehicle 
towed to the nearest dealer for your vehicle brand. Original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM) dealers have the latest 
information and Technical Service Bulletins (TSBs) for their 
vehicle brand, plus diagnostic equipment designed specifi-
cally for that vehicle. Additionally, they will be most likely to 
be aware of issues affecting that particular vehicle. USR

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTOS
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KEYNOTES

Aftermarket Floor Mats   
There has been much discussion regarding the possibil-

ity of floor mats being a cause of accelerator problems in 
Toyota vehicles.

At USRider, we love the heavy-duty, all-weather floor 
mats that collect dirt and debris. Let’s face it, as horse own-
ers, most mats that come with vehicles are more for looks 
than function, and are not up to the task of handling the dirt 
and debris that accompany life with horses. 

All-weather mats can also help maintain your vehicle’s 
value when you get ready to sell. You can use all-weather 
mats while driving, then, when you’re ready to sell, you 
can reinstall the vehicle’s original floor mats for a fresh 
“new” look.

Here’s how to safely use all-weather mats.
Use dealer-approved mats. Stay with original equipment 
manufacturer (OEM) approved floor mats, available from 
dealers. These mats have been designed and manufactured 
to the manufacturer’s specifications to work safely with your 
vehicle.

Check fit and stability. When you install your floor mats, 
make sure they fit securely in the floorboard well and stay 
in place. If your floor mat moves around, it can cause an 
unsafe driving situation.
Check accelerator. Make sure the driver’s floor mat does 
not interfere with accelerator-pedal operation in any way. 
While you will rarely fully depress the accelerator, the floor 
mat should not interfere with the accelerator’s movement, 
even at its full length of travel.
Keep the mats clean. Occasionally, clean the dirt and 
debris from all-weather mats to ensure safe vehicle opera-
tion.
Keep the floorboard clean. Keep your vehicle’s floor-
board clear of refuse and debris, especially in the driver’s 
foot well, and the area under and behind the driver’s seat. 
If you brake hard, something as simple as a tissue box 
or crushed-up soda can could slide forward and become 
lodged under the brake or accelerator, keeping a pedal from 
being fully depressed. USR

RENE RILEY PHOTOS
Make sure the driver’s floor mat does not interfere 
with accelerator-pedal operation in any way.

Keep your vehicle’s floorboard clear of refuse and debris, especially in 
the driver’s foot well, and the area under and behind the driver’s seat.
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Keynotes•Safety News

Your vehicle is outfitted with a variety of devices to help 
you navigate safely during your travels, such as the steer-
ing wheel, headlights, gas and brake pedals, seat belts, air 
bags, etc. Also included, although often overlooked, is the 
turn signal, or “blinker.” 

The first application of a flashing electric turn signal 
was used on the 1938 Buick as a new safety feature. It was 
advertised by Buick as the “Flash-Way Directional Signal.” 

The turn signal’s purpose is to let other drivers know of 
your intention to change lanes or turn to minimize hazard-
ous surprises and help prevent accidents. 

Although the turn signal lever is conveniently located 
within mere inches of the steering wheel, countless drivers 
fail to use it. While it is rarely enforced, turn-signal use 
is required by law in most jurisdictions. For example, in 
New York, drivers are required to use turn signals continu-
ously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the 
vehicle before turning.

However, many drivers incorrectly treat the use of turn 
signals as a voluntary act that is left to the discretion of the 
vehicle operator. This is unfortunate for other drivers on 
the road.

USRider notes that a contributing cause of turn-signal 
non-use is in-vehicle distractions, such as talking on the tele-
phone. Driving is an activity that demands close attention.

Appropriate turn-signal use is important for alerting 
other drivers of your turn, when changing lanes and when 
merging onto a freeway to avoid collisions. Do not be a 
lazy driver, making other drivers read your mind. Clearly 
state your intentions with turn signals, especially when 
trailering your horse. 

USRider offers these turn-signal safety tips:
•  Make sure all signals are in good working order. Have a 

friend check your lights from time to time. Do not pull 
your horse trailer if the turn signals are not working  
properly.

•  Turn your signals on before you make a turn or maneu-
ver, not during the turn or maneuver.

•  Get into the habit of using turn signals all the time, not 
just when other drivers are present.

•  Be an aware driver. Turn off turn signals when you have 
completed your turn or maneuver.
For more information on trailering safety tips, visit the 

USRider website. USR

Signal for Safety

Do not be a lazy driver, making other drivers read 
your mind. Clearly state your intentions with turn 
signals, especially when trailering your horse. 

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

KIM HINTON PHOTO

USRider notes that a contributing cause of 
turn-signal non-use is in-vehicle distractions, 

such as talking on the telephone.
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        KEYNOTES

Horsepool to Save Fuel
The next time you are driving to a 

show, clinic, or trail ride, make certain 
your trailer is carrying a full equine 
load. Post fliers at your barn and 
tack/feed stores. Team up with riding 

buddies who plan to attend the same events. If necessary, 
organize a second shared vehicle for additional equipment 
and people. This effort saves gas money, cuts mileage on 
your rig, limits air pollution, and builds camaraderie among 
barnmates. USR

—  Excerpted from Eco-Horsekeeping: Over 100 Budget-
Friendly Ways You and Your Horse Can Save the Planet 

P 
Green Tip

To save gas, make sure your trailer is carrying a full equine 
load. Post fliers at your barn and tack/feed stores.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

Being struck by a vehicle during a roadside incident is 
a significant cause of death and injury to law-enforcement 
officers and other first responders. More than 150 United 
States law-enforcement officers have been killed along 
America’s highways, according to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund. Countless highway 
workers and tow truck operators have lost their lives in 
similar accidents.

Move over when there’s an emergency vehicle on the 
side of the highway. In fact, the majority of states have 

adopted laws mandating that drivers move over, or at least 
slow down, when approaching a stationary emergency or 
maintenance vehicle with flashing lights. 

Also move over in the event of an emergency. Find a 
safe place. Stop on the side of the highway, pulling off the 
highway as far as possible. If you’re on a limited-access 
highway (such as a toll road), go to the next exit, if pos-
sible, so assistance can be rendered more easily.    

(For additional safety tips, go to www.usrider.org, and 
visit the Equine Travel Safety Area.) USR

Move Over for Safety

Find a safe place 
to pull over in the 
event of an emer-
gency. Stop on the 
side of the high-
way, and pull as 
far off the highway 
as possible.



8

I just read “Shasta Lake Adventure” 
in the Winter 2010 issue of Hitch Up! 
That story prompted me to share my 
story. But first, I have to share an experi-
ence I had before I discovered USRider!

Frazzled in Mobile
My young, green-broke Morgan 

(Yankee) and I were on our way to my 
trainer’s farm for a clinic very early one 
Saturday morning. I lived just north of 
Biloxi, Mississippi, and my trainer lived 
in southern Alabama, on the other side 
of the Mobile Bay Bridge. 

Everything was going fine until I hit 
Mobile. Just before I reached the Mobile 
Bay Bridge, another driver started flash-
ing his lights at me and pulled me over. 
Something had overheated —  there was 
a lot of smoke coming from underneath 
my truck! 

I pulled off the interstate, and started 
driving around Mobile, randomly hop-
ing that I would come across some 
place that would help me. I finally found 

what looked like a garage that was open 
on a Saturday morning.

I pulled in and spoke to a lady 
behind a heavy piece of glass (turned 
out it wasn’t a very safe neighborhood). 
She suggested I try another place and 
gave me directions. I went to the next 
place and hung out there for a couple of 
hours while I waited my turn. Fortunate-
ly, it was a much safer neighborhood, 
and it was a cool morning, so I was able 
to open the trailer doors and let Yankee 
feel the breezes. But being stuck waiting 
was a very lonely feeling! And, frankly, 
no one cared that I was sitting in the 
parking lot with a horse in the trailer. 

Finally, they determined that my 
transmission was overheating and sent 
me to yet another place. I finally found 
it and again waited for a while there. 
The attendant said there was nothing 
they could do on a Saturday. He told me 
to just drive slowly and cautiously, and I 
would “probably” be okay.

I hopped on the interstate heading 

south to get back to I-10, where we had 
started hours before. When we came 
to the intersection where we had to 
choose east or west on I-10, I gave some 
serious thought about just heading 
home after the five-hour ordeal. But I 
chose to go to my trainer’s farm instead. 
I finally arrived there — about six hours 
late. 

Yankee was not happy that he’d had 
to stand in the trailer for so long. And I 
was totally frazzled. In fact, I ended up 
with a broken arm that afternoon. 

A Breeze on the Border
Fast forward about 10 years. I am 

now a Member of USRider and live 
close to Macon, Georgia. One time, 
Yankee and I were on the way home 
from my trainer’s place near Gainesville, 
Florida. We stopped at the Florida-
Georgia border for gas and food. After I 
came out of the truck stop, I climbed in 
and my truck would not start! 

I called USRider, and they offered 

Member Story

Helpless No More

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SHARON GRAY

“[USRider] found someone to change the tire, and we were back on the road 
within the hour!” says Linda Gray of one disablement experience. Here, she’s 
shown with her Morgan, Yankee, at Dragon’s Lair Farm in Newberry, Florida
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to send a provider that would tow the 
truck, trailer, Yankee, my friend, and me 
all the way home — about 65 miles!

However, it turned out there was a 
repair shop nearby that was open on 
a Sunday afternoon. USRider talked to 
them, and the service provider towed 
us into one of their bays ahead of “big 
rigs” they were working on. They even 
put a huge shop fan on Yankee (it was a 
hot summer day). 

The repair personnel also offered 
to let me unload Yankee so he could 
graze, but I was too concerned about 
offloading him right then. They were 
totally concerned about him and 
wanted to do whatever they could to 
make sure we were all comfortable. 
Then they immediately jumped on the 
repair work. 

They took fabulous care of us and 
got us back on the road in less than two 
hours. USRider picked up the towing 
and kept checking back to make sure 
we were taken care of.

Blowout!
About two years later, I was heading 

back to the same trainer near Gaines-
ville. I was driving south on I-75, only 
two exits away from where we would 
leave the highway, when all of a sud-
den I felt the trailer start to fishtail. Sure 
enough … I had a trailer-tire blowout! 

I pulled off the interstate and called 
USRider. They found someone to 
change the tire, and we were back on 
the road within the hour! Yes, I probably 
could have changed the tire if I needed 
to, but when I called USRider, I knew 
that it would not be long before help 
came, saving me the difficulty. 

‘A Great Feeling’
The one thing that has always 

impressed me each time I’ve had to 
call USRider is they don’t answer with, 
“USRider, how may I help you?” They 
answer the phone with, “Are you and 
your horses safe?” Then they keep call-
ing back to make sure I am being well 

taken care of, that the repair people 
have shown up, etc. 

By having a USRider Membership, I 
no longer feel like I am on my own and 
alone when I’ve run into problems on 
the road. I know that help is only as far 
away as the phone! And being a woman 
who travels alone most of the time, it’s a 
great feeling not to be helpless. 

Thank you, USRider! Keep up the 
great work.

Sincerely,
—  Sharon Gray 

D’Yankee Farm, Bonaire, Georgia

Has USRider Come to Your Rescue?
We love to receive stories, photo-
graphs, and short videos from our 
Members. If USRider has come to your 
rescue, and you have an interesting 
story, please send materials by clicking 
here. If we use them, we’ll send you a 
gift. And be sure to let us know when a 
service provider exceeds your expecta-
tions. USR

MEMBER STORY

Trailer Tip
Keeping forward motion and tension 

on the hitch can prevent loss of control 
from trailer sway. If your trailer starts 
to sway, do not apply your tow-vehicle 
brakes. Instead apply, in brief spurts, 
the hand brake on the controller to your 
trailer. This slows your trailer behind 
you and keeps your tow vehicle going 
forward, which should result in straight-
ening out your rig. Do not apply the 
brakes on your tow vehicle until your 
trailer is under control.

— Neva Kittrell Scheve
[The truck-repair shop] took fabulous care of us and got us back on the road 
in less than two hours,” says USRider Member Linda Gray, whose truck failed 
to start on the way home from her trainer’s farm.  
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Q&A

Trailer Tailo
BY HONI ROBERTS PHOTOS COURTESY OF NEVA KITTRELL S

eva Kittrell Scheve and 
her husband/business 
partner, Tom, first 
dipped their toes into 
the retail horse-trailer 

world in 1983. Motivated by their own 
needs and those of their horse-owning 
friends, the couple soon began adding 
custom features to enhance the safety 
features and resilience of existing trailer 
designs.

By 1988, they were designing trail-
ers for such manufacturers as Merhow, 
Trail-et, and McQuerry. Design evolutions 
followed, with trailer safety and strength, 
and equine comfort in mind. Today, the 
Scheves own EquiSpirit Trailers. 

Neva also co-founded her county’s 
equine-emergency response unit, and 
helped design an equine ambulance for 
use during natural disasters.

The couple has published The  
Hawkins Guide: Horse Trailering on the 
Road. And, with James Hamilton, DVM, 
Neva co-authored The Hawkins Guide: 
Equine Emergencies on the Road. Most 
recently, with Tom’s research assistance, 
Neva penned The Complete Guide to 
Buying, Maintaining, and Servicing a 
Horse Trailer.

Read on to meet Neva Kittrell Scheve.

QHow did you become in-
volved in the trailer business?

A I was in the market for a new 
trailer. We were at the [All 

American] Quarter Horse Congress [in 
Columbus, Ohio], and I saw a beautiful 
trailer that looked perfect. Tom found 
out that if we bought three trailers, we 
could be a “dealer.” So, we became a 
dealer. We sold two in a weekend and 

thought this would be a great part-time 
undertaking. 

I was involved in dressage, so that 
was our market. Most dressage horses 
are big, so their owners were interested 
in bigger trailers [than usual]. At that 
time, a tall trailer was 7 feet. We started 
ordering them taller and wider to ac-
commodate our market.

I was our typical customer — a 
woman who hauled two to three horses, 
often by herself. If I had a problem with 
something, we’d design a solution that 
was easier and safer for me. And we 
listened to our customers’ problems, 
then designed solutions. 

QHow did your company 
grow from there?

A In time, we were approached by 
the late Tom Holdeman of Merhow 

Meet Neva Kittrell 

Scheve,who, with  

husband/business 

partner, Tom, is  

on the cutting edge 

of trailer design 

and large-animal 

rescue
Neva Kittrell Scheve nuzzles her trainer’s Lipizzaner, Fabia. “The most dangerous place 
you’ll ever put your horse is in a trailer,” she says. “Our mission is to make it as safe as 
possible.”  
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Q&A

or
SCHEVE

Trailers, to see if we’d sell their 
trailers. Tom built the first trailer 
that was entirely our design, for 
big horses. It was 7-feet-6-inches 
tall, 6 feet wide, and it had a 
front-end load ramp. 

In 1988 we founded and 
designed our own line of trailers, 
the EquiSport, which evolved 
into the EquiSpirit. We were the 
first to offer a trailer that was 
6-feet-8-inches wide, the first to 
put windows in bulkhead walls, 
and the first to put windows in a 
full back door with a ramp that 
closed over it. 

QWhat important safety 
features must every 
trailer have?

AThe most dangerous place you’ll 
ever put your horse is in a trailer. 

Our mission is to make it as safe 
as possible. First, everything must 
be working properly: brakes, lights, 
emergency breakaway box. Batteries 
should be charged. The hitch should be 
adequately rated to haul the trailer’s 
gross vehicle weight rating. And it’s 
absolutely necessary that your tow 
vehicle is adequately rated to pull your 
fully loaded trailer. 

Everything inside the trailer needs 
to be quick-release — like center posts 
or dividers — so you can remove them 
quickly if your horse is in trouble. And 
every horse should be accessible and 
able to be unloaded without disturbing 
the others, which makes almost every 

three-horse (or larger) slant-load trailer 
unsafe.

QWhat’s your alternative to 
the slant-load?

AOur trailer carries two horses facing 
forward, with a third in front in a 

52-inch-wide slant stall. The two horses 
can be backed out individually, and we 
have a front side unload ramp for the 
horse in the slant stall. Our trailer con-
figuration easily allows all the horses to 
exit even if the back is damaged. 

QHow can we create a stress-
free trailering experience for 
our horses?

AHorses are claustrophobic by 
nature, so the more light and 

room in a trailer, the happier the horse. 
And because horses are susceptible to 
respiratory problems, good ventilation 

is vital. Roof vents help remove hot or 
contaminated air, and a light-colored 
exterior paint — especially on the roof 
— will keep the trailer cooler in hot 
temperatures.  

QComplete this sentence: 
people would be surprised 
to know that I…

A…..like many new horse owners, 
started out hauling my horses in 

some really unsafe trailers. I pulled a 
horse trailer with a 1969 Ford Falcon, 
and used a horse trailer that (unbe-
knownst to me) had a broken axle! 
Thank goodness I survived, and so did 
my horses. I learned lessons the hard 
way. USR

Honi Roberts is a Washington-based 
equine journalist and seasoned horse-
woman. 

Click above for a slideshow of Neva Kittrell Scheve, with a few of the horses she’s owned over 
the years, and the equine ambulance she designed with her husband, Tom Scheve, and Jim 
Hamilton, DVM. 
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o travel by horse on 
the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail 

is to experience a piece 
of America’s history. This 

trail is really a route. 
The explorers passed 

over this route twice: on the way to the 
Pacific and on their return home. While 
portions of their route are covered by 
roads, other parts do have unpaved 
riding trails. 

The area we selected to explore is 
near Helena, Montana, where Lewis & 
Clark first saw the Gates of the Rocky 
Mountains. Part of that region is now 
the Gates of the Mountains Wilderness.

The Rock Gates  
In 1805, William Lewis and Meriweth-

er Clark traveled by canoe upstream 
on the Missouri River in search of the 
Rocky Mountains. They knew they had 
to cross this formidable mountain chain 
before winter. While rounding a bend 
in the river, sheer rock walls came into 
view. As the explorers approached, the 
walls appeared to open, as though they 
were the two sides of a gate. Behind, 
loomed the mountains.  

Because of the sheer rock walls, 
riding at this spot isn’t possible. To see 
the point where the explorers entered 
the Rockies, we took a boat tour run by 
Gates of the Mountains Boat Club. From 
the boat, we saw the exact spot Lewis & 
Clark saw 200 years ago.  

At this spot on July 19, 1805, Meri-
wether Lewis wrote, “This evening we 
entered much the most remarkable cliffs 
that we have yet seen; from the singular 
appearance of this place, I called it the 
Gates of the Rocky Mountains.” 

Kent and Charlene Krone combine 
their interest in photojournalism with a 
passion for horses. They’ve sold photo-
graphs to magazines, books, calendars, 
postcards, and video producers for more 
than 20 years. (For a sampling, visit 
www.superstock.com, and type “Kent 
and Charlene Krone” in the search box.) 
They enjoy sharing their horseback 
adventures in the United States and 
Western Canada. Reach them at  
kckrone@suddenlink.net.

Destinations

Hitch up and head 

to the Lewis and 

Clark National  

Historic Trail in 

Montana, and ride 

into America’s  

early history.

The History Trail 
STORY AND PHOTOS BY 

KENT & CHARLENE KRONE

To travel by horse 
on the Lewis and 

Clark National 
Historic Trail is to 

experience a piece 
of America’s history. 
Shown is the Devil’s 

Backbone in the 
Gates of the Moun-

tains Wilderness.
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DESTINATIONS

Expedition Planner

Gates of the Mountains 
Boat Club 
(406) 449-5490

Helena Ranger District, 
Helena National Forest 
(406) 449-5201

Lewis and Clark National 
Forest, Jefferson Division 
(406) 566-2292 

Lewis and Clark National  
Historic Trail  
(605) 664-5920 

Saddle Up! Click below for a description and  
slideshow for each historic ride.
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When choosing a tow vehicle, keep 
in mind that a dual rear wheel (also 
known as a dually or DRW) and a 
single rear wheel (SRW) truck each 
has its own advantages and disadvan-
tages. Here, I will give you the pros 
and cons of duallys and dually Class 6 
models, plus an advantage of an SRW 
truck.   

Dually Advantages
Weight capacity. Duallys carry more 
weight than an SRW truck. Gener-
ally, this is because most duallys have 
heavier springs. Most of the manufac-
turer weight limits are conservative to 
avoid breakdowns in drive trains, axles, 
and frames. I have loaded my trucks 
above the weight limits doing farm and 
ranch work, but now I stay a lot closer 
to the proper load limits in heavy 

traffic. It is just not worth the risk of 
breaking an axle or burning a clutch. I 
have seen universal joints break, and 
have watched drive shafts bounce off 
the pavement and swing around, close 
to the fuel tanks.
Tracking. I eventually went with a 
dually due to dirt roads, which test 
everything, including tracking. Ruts 
remind you that if the truck and trailer 
track the same, the truck pulls better. 
Eight-foot-wide trailers track better 
behind the dual wheels.
Braking. Dirt roads also eat the 
magnets that activate the trailer brakes 
in the trailer axle hubs, so I have never 
relied on the trailer brakes to do all the 
work. It would surprise you how much 
better dual wheels will brake. Gener-
ally, going from a one-ton single rear 
wheel (such as a Ford F350, Dodge 

3500, or GM 3500) to a one-ton dually 
will give you one size larger axles and 
brakes. 

It is not at all the same thing if you 
drive mostly on pavement. Trailer 
brakes can last a long time cruising 
down the interstate, and now self-
adjusting electric trailer brakes are 
available.
Stability. A dually truck offers better 
stability when you add a large, over-
head, slide-in camper. The extra tires 
will likely make you feel safer, be-
cause they allow the truck to handle 
heavy side winds and curves with  
less lean.

Dually Disadvantages
Higher cost. Duallys get worse fuel 
mileage than SRW trucks, because of 
their extra weight and added drag. 

Should You Buy a Dually? 

Truck SavvySTORY AND PHOTOS  
BY H. KENT SUNDLING 

Learn the important differences between a dually and a  
single rear wheel truck when towing a horse trailer.

Duallys carry more weight than an SRW truck. Generally, this 
is because most duallys have heavier springs. Shown is a 2011 
Ford F450 Class 4 truck. A 2011 Ford F350 DRW Class 3 truck; the dually fenders are new.
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TRUCK SAVVY

There is also the added tire cost.
Extra width. Duallys are eight feet 
wide, which can be challenging when 
negotiating drive-up windows and 
most standard parking lots. You will 
need extra-wide and spotter mirrors 
to see past the duals to monitor your 
trailer.

(On the farm, I pulled the outside 
wheels off my dually when I was not 
pulling a trailer and needed to get 
around in the snow and mud. The 
inside dual rear wheel will track right 
behind the front tire if the dually one-
ton is not a cab-and-chassis type, but a 
regular bed with fender extensions for 
the outside wheel.)
Tire-check inconvenience. With 
duals, you will need to check for flats 
by pounding on the face of the tire 
with a hammer, just like big-rig drivers 
do. A tire-pressure gauge is ideal, but 
most folks will not use it every day. You 
cannot see whether one of the tires is 
flat by glancing at it. If one of the duals 

is flat for a long drive, the vibration can 
cause the lug nuts on the wheels to 
loosen up.

Dually Class 6 Advantages
More gears. Most two-ton duallys 
(for example, the M2 Freightliner and 
Peterbilt 335) have 6 to 10 gears, which 
is especially helpful when towing your 
horse in the mountains. 
Large brake drums. Dually Class 6 
models have large brake drums and a 
large clutch. 
Made for towing. Two-ton trucks 
(Classes 6, 7, and 8) are made to be 
loaded all the time. My two-ton gave 
me the least amount of trouble when 
towing trailers. A heavy truck will give 
you more control while braking on a 
downhill, and will keep the trailer be-
hind you instead of seeming as though 
it is trying to pass you.

Dually Class 6 Disadvantage
Rolling risk. The front axle is as wide 

as the duals. This width helps these 
trucks turn smaller circles than ¾- ton 
trucks, but if you get too close to the 
shoulder, it is easier to get sucked into 
the soft dirt. If you are not used to the 
way the shoulder pulls you, the ten-
dency is to pull away from the shoul-
der — and that is when the vehicle can 
roll.

Single Rear Wheel Advantage
More like a car or SUV. Towing with 
a SRW is closer to what you are ac-
customed to with a car. Drive-through 
windows are easier to negotiate. Park-
ing without a trailer easier, and visibil-
ity back to your trailer is better. If you 
do not tow often and don’t use larger 
trailers (12K gross), a SRW would be a 
better choice. USR

H. Kent Sundling (a.k.a Mr. Truck) is 
a well-known automotive journalist, 
reviewing trucks, trailers, and accesso-
ries for magazines and websites.

Most two-ton duallys (like the M2 Freightliner, shown) have 6 to 
10 gears, which is especially helpful when towing your horse in 
the mountains. 

Towing with a single rear wheel truck is closer to what you are 
accustomed to with a car. Shown is a 2011 Ford F250 SRW  
Class 3 truck.
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On-the-Go GearBY LAUREL BERGER O’CONNOR

Prepackaged  
Supplements 

SmartPak Equine offers prepack-
aged doses of supplements and 
pharmaceuticals (the latter by prescrip-
tion). If you’re trailering to an event 
or trail ride, SmartPaks not only are 
convenient, but also help you avoid 
spillage. They’re also handy for your 
at-home horse caretaker, when you 
take another horse on the road. The 
company’s pharmacist works with your 
veterinarian for prescription medica-
tions. Cost: Prices are competitive, 
with potential savings particularly for 
prescriptions; flat $5.95 shipping fee 
for any size order to one address. Click above for a short video on SmartPak’s prepackaged doses.

Trailer-Door  
Organizer 

The Door-ganizer from Cashel 
Company features precisely sized 
pockets designed to store an array 
of necessities. The removable zip-
pered pocket is handy for show 
and horse-health papers. The or-
ganizer also features an insulated 
pocket for short-term temperature 
control, separate holders for grooming 
and other supplies, and a towel loop. 
Available in full- and half-door sizes. 
Cost: $44.95 (full door); $36.96 (half 
door).
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USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to 
horse owners. If you have used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — 

be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

ON-THE-GO-GEAR

Trailering  
First-Aid Kit 

The Large Trailering First Aid Kit from 
EquiMedic USA holds sufficient supplies 
for four to ten horses. The soft-sided kit 
is organized in a variety of pockets, zip-
pered sections, and loops. It features 59 

different products designed to ad-
dress the first-aid needs of humans 
and horses alike; items range 
from cold packs and syringes to 
iodine wipes and insect repellent. 
EquiMedic also offers a smaller 
trailering kit sufficient for one to 
three horses. Cost: $260 (large 

kit); $130 (small kit).

Insect- 
Repellent 
Wipes 

Tuck these wipes in your 
truck or trailer for on-the-road 
convenience. The all-natural 
Ricochet Wipes from Equilite, 
Inc., are infused with an herbal 
blend of citronella, neem, 
lemongrass, rosemary, and 
tea tree essential oils to help 
keep equine pests at bay. The 
formula also acts as a shine-en-
hancing coat conditioner. Cost: 
$15.95 (25-wipe dispenser).

Electrolyte Supplement 
On the road, electrolyte supplements can help 

your horse fight dehydration, due to excessive 
sweat and a reluctance to drink unfamiliar water. 
Re-Store from Prime Performance Nutrition 
contains a combination of electrolytes, amino 
acids, vitamins, and glucosamine to replenish 
losses after strenuous activity, plus vitamin E and 
selenium to aid muscle recovery. Available in 
paste form, in one- or two-dose packages. Click 
here for a downloadable PDF of the label. Cost:  
$5.95 (one dose, 30cc package); $9.95 (two-
dose, 60cc package).
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Load For Stability  
BY TOM SCHEVE Hauling Hints

ecently, a USRider 
Member asked wheth-

er there is a correct 
way to distribute the 
weight of different-
sized horses in a 

trailer that might improve road stability.  
Where do you put your horses if you 

are not going to use all the stalls, or if you 
have horses of drastically different sizes? 

First, you need to know the basic 
principle of what makes any trailer track 
well behind a tow vehicle, and how and 
why horse trailers are engineered ac-
cording to the number and sizes of the 
horses being hauled.

The Basic Rule
A well-balanced, fully loaded trailer 

with adequate tongue weight will track 
and handle much better than one that 
has a lighter tongue weight and is 
poorly balanced. The lighter the tongue 
weight, the more the trailer is apt to 
sway and bounce. 

A tag-along (bumper-pull) trailer 
should have 10 to 17 percent of the 
trailer weight carried on the tongue. 
A gooseneck trailer should have 25 
percent tongue weight. The closer 
your trailer is to the maximum tongue 
weight, the better it will track.  

Manufacturers manipulate the tongue 
weight by moving the trailer tires for-
ward or backward to balance the trailer 
properly when the trailer is fully loaded. 

So tongue weight is good as long as the 
towing vehicle can safely carry it. 

But problems can arise when the tow 
vehicle and hitch can’t carry the trailer.

Now, we add live weight into the mix. 
Professional truck drivers know that you 
always load a trailer with the heaviest 
weight on the bottom and directly over 
the axles.

This distribution balances the trailer 
and keeps the heaviest weight closer to 
the ground, where it is more stable. 

However, horse owners cannot ad-
here to this rule, because horses are top 
heavy by nature. Top-heavy weight that 
moves inside a trailer causes sway, and 
can easily cause loss of control. 

Plus, horses are always moving in the 
trailer — balancing, stretching, fidgeting, 
and lowering and raising their heads 
to eat hay. But if your rig is properly 
matched between horses, trailer, and 
tow vehicle and is equipped with all the 
right hitch equipment, you can easily 
manage this movement. 

Here’s advice from 

an expert on the 

best horse configu-

rations for various 

types of trailers to 

maximize control 

while hauling.

CLiX PHOTO

Your Tow Vehicle
It’s important to have a tow 

vehicle that has adequate towing 
capacity, good proportionate weight 
to the loaded trailer, and a longer 
wheelbase. It will give you greater 
control and more options on how to 
load your trailer to give you the best 
tongue weight and traction. 

Determine your loaded trailer 
and tongue weight in all the various 
configurations listed here. With this 
knowledge, you can choose the tow 
vehicle to do the job safely.

Load your trailer right! Here, we 
tell you where to put your horse 
or horses if you are not going to 

use all the stalls, or if you have 
horses of drastically different sizes.
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haULIng hIntS

The problem arises when you sud-
denly have to jerk your steering wheel 
to avoid hitting something, or you have 
to slam on your brakes, or your horses 
start to act up. 

When this happens, you have more 
than two tons of live weight shifting 
back and forth in your trailer. Make no 
mistake; this will definitely put them, you, 
and others on the road at risk. USR

Tom and Neva Kittrell Scheve own 
EquiSpirit Trailers. They have written 
three books on horse trailers, including 
the nationally recognized textbook, The 
Complete Guide to Buying, Maintaining, 
and Servicing a Horse Trailer. They live in 
Southern Pines, North Carolina.  
For more information, please call  
(877) 575-1771, send an e-mail to  
tom@equispirit.com, or visit 
www.equispirit.com.

Stop the Sway!
Knowing that your vehicle will handle most situations, and that your horses 

are fairly comfortable, doesn’t mean that a mishap can’t happen. 
If your horses suddenly start tossing themselves around and your trailer 

starts to sway, here’s how to bring your rig under control.
Don’t slam on your tow vehicle’s brake. Keep the forward motion, but take 

your foot off the gas and brake. Reach under the dash, locate the trailer-brake 
controller, and start applying the trailer brakes independently by hand.  

If done correctly, this should straighten out your trailer and allow you to 
pull to the side of the road. 

Of course, if you have a trailer with surge brakes (not operable from the 
tow vehicle), this will not work.

Your tow Vehicle
It’s important to have a tow 

vehicle that has adequate towing 
capacity, good proportionate weight 
to the loaded trailer, and a longer 
wheelbase. It will give you greater 
control and more options on how to 
load your trailer to give you the best 
tongue weight and traction. 

Determine your loaded trailer 
and tongue weight in all the various 
configurations listed here. With this 
knowledge, you can choose the tow 
vehicle to do the job safely.

No matter what size or type of trailer you pull, invest in a tow vehicle that has  
adequate towing capacity, good proportionate weight to the loaded trailer,  
and a longer wheelbase. 

click on each trailer  
configuration for more information  

on how to load it for maximum stability.

HeIDI NylaND pHOTO

HeIDI NylaND pHOTO

	 ▼	two-horse tag-along

	 ▼	three-horse tag-along

 

	 ▼	two-horse gooseneck

	 ▼	three-horse gooseneck

	 ▼	four-horse gooseneck
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You should be!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
Members are covered in any vehicle 
they are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are committed to the 
welfare and safety of our Members and 
their Horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

If you are not already  
a USRider Member 
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USRider Community

You’re Covered! 

Key-Ring Return Card Benefit

As a USRider Member, you are cov-
ered throughout the continental United 
States. But did you know you are also 
covered in Alaska and Canada? 

A helpful USRider Member 
Care Specialist is just a phone 
call away, any time, any day. To 
receive service in any of these 
locations, you simply need to be 
able to provide clear directions 
to your location. 

Simply dial the toll-free 
telephone number on the back 
of your Membership ID card. 
Keep your Member ID with you 
just like you would your driver’s 
license, and be prepared to show 

it to the service provider at the time of 
disablement.

While your Membership ID num-

ber remains the same, we mail you a 
renewal kit at each renewal with a new 
ID card. If you have lost your Mem-

ber ID card, please contact our 
administrative offices, and we will 
be happy to mail you a replace-
ment. USR

Occasionally, we receive a key ring 
in our mailbag from a Member who 
has lost his or her keys. Naturally, 
when we call the Member to report 
that we have the keys, he or she is very 
happy and relieved to know the keys 
have been found.

Postage-guaranteed key return is 
just one minor benefit we offer our 
Members, but huge if you have lost 
your keys. To take advantage of this 
benefit, make sure you take a moment 
to detach the key-ring return card from 
your Member ID card, and place it on 
your key ring. 

And, as we mentioned in our Win-
ter 2010 issue, the key ring does not 

have your ID number or our emer-
gency phone number printed on it. 
We purposefully leave these pieces of 
information off for your personal se-
curity. However, the key ring contains 
your Member ID in a coded format, 
along with our mailing address and 
instructions to the finder to mail the 
keys to us.

When your new membership ID 
card arrives at each renewal, it is im-
portant to update your key-ring card, 
due to wear and tear. 

So, if you have not already done so, 
be sure to attach the key-ring card to 
your keys; otherwise we will not be able 
to help you if you lose them. USR

Take a 
moment to 
detach the 
key-ring 
return card 
from your 
Member ID 
card, and 
place it on 
your key ring. 

A helpful USRider Member 
Care Specialist is just a phone 
call away, even in Alaska and 
Canada. Keep your Member 
ID with you just like you would 
your driver’s license, and be 
prepared to show it to the 
service provider at the time of 
disablement.

USR COMMUNITY

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTOS
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USRider Members enjoy money-saving 
discounts with dozens of nationally recognized equestrian 
retailers in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program. 

The program is simple to use. USRider Members can 
access these benefits directly through the Members Area of 
the USRider website — www.usrider.org — as well as through 
a Winner’s Circle Advantage brochure enclosed in member-
ship kits and renewal mailings. Simple instructions explain 
how to find your favorite suppliers and use access codes to 
take advantage of their special offers. 

With so many discount opportunities, USRider Members 
can easily save the cost of their membership and more!

Hotel/Motel Discounts
With the summer travel season just ahead, USRider 

continues to add new hotel/motel partners to its Winner’s 
Circle Advantage benefits program. Many of these fine hotel 
brands feature such amenities as a complimentary break-
fast, free phone calls, plush linens and bedding, cable TV, 
high-speed wireless Internet access, a swimming pool, re-
ception hall, business center, restaurant, and excellent guest 
service. Winner’s Circle Advantage hotel partners include 

Choice Hotels International, Drury Hotels, Hyatt, LaQuinta, 
Motel 6/Studio 6, Red Roof Inn, Shilo Inns, Vagabond Inn, 
Wyndham Hotel Group. Discounts for USRider Members 
range from 10% to 20%. USR

USRider Benefits

As a Member of USRider, you have access to Winner’s 
Circle Advantage. Watch the video to find out more 
about the program’s valuable benefits.

Winner’s Circle Advantage



USRider® Equestrian Motor Plan
Hitch Up! e-Magazine • Spring 2010 

KEYNOTES
DESTINATIONS

HAULING HINTS
MEMBER STORY

ON-THE-GO-GEAR
USR COMMUNITY

Q&A
TRUCK SAVVY

USR BENEFITS

23 E-MAIL US SEND TO  
A FRIEND

SUBSCRIBE 
NOW FREE!

RETURN TO  
HOME PAGE 

Kentucky Horse Park
While passing through the scenic beauty of Central 

Kentucky, the Kentucky Horse Park is the place to get close 
to horses!  USRider Members enjoy a discount on admission 
for adults and children to both the park and the American 
Saddlebred Museum. For more information about dates, 
hours of operation, tickets, attractions, activities, camping, 

trip planning, and up-
coming international 
events, call (800) 678-
8813, or visit www.
kyhorsepark.com. 

USRider Benefits
USR BENEFITS

If there is a company or product you would like to see 
included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits  program, 

please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

The Organized 
Barn & Trailer

Organize your barn, 
trailer, and show-tack 
stall with the Handy  

Organizing Storage System from The Organized Barn & 
Trailer. Simply hang panels on the wall of your trailer dress-
ing room, wash rack, tack room, etc., and then use bins, 
baskets, hooks, shelves, saddle racks, and more to organize 
your belongings. The Organized Barn & Trailer also offers 
water tanks, mounting blocks, feed carts and other ranch 
necessities. USRider Members receive a 5% discount.  
For more information, call (888) 298-8628, or visit  
www.organizedbarn.com. USR

Travel Destinations
Caution Horses

When traveling with horses, 
you can never be too careful. It is 
critical that other drivers see you 
both day and night. CAUTION 
HORSES Safety Products will 
make your rig more visible with signs, decals, and strips 
made from engineer-grade reflective vinyl — the same type 
used on law-enforcement and emergency vehicles. US-
Rider Members receive a 20% discount. For more informa-
tion, call (800) 970-0529, or visit www.cautionhorses.com.

PacBrake
Never worry about 

braking in hazardous conditions again. Pacbrake’s PRXB 
exhaust brake will improve the stopping power of your 
diesel truck and give you peace of mind while towing your 
precious cargo. The PRXB provides braking assistance by 
creating backpressure from the vehicle’s exhaust. The result-
ing backpressure safely slows the vehicle without damaging 
the engine and prevents wear on the service brakes. US-
Rider Members receive $50 off the purchase of a PRXB kit. 
For more product information, call (800) 663-0096, or visit 
www.pacbrake.com.

Trailer Accessories 

Rental-Car Discounts
When it’s more practical or convenient to rent a car,  

USRider Members have the advantage. With discounts rang-
ing from 10% to 20% on daily rental rates, USRider Members 
can also enjoy additional discounts, such as “One Free Day,” 
“$15 Off” or a “Free Weekend Day.” Rental-car agencies who 
are partners in USRider’s benefits program are Alamo, Avis, 
Budget, Dollar, Enterprise, Hertz, National, and Thrifty.
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