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Keynotes
This issue: Long-distance hauling guide, severe-
weather driving tips; new outbreak alert program; 
and more.

13

Member Story
Blowout! When this horse owner experienced 
tire trouble on two recent trips, USRider quickly 
came to the rescue.  

Road Savvy
All About Oil. Our expert tells you how often  
you should change the oil in your towing vehicle,  
plus explains the advantages of synthetic oil.  

Trailering Clinic
Trailer-Loading Ease. Olympian David O’Connor teaches you 
how to turn your horse into an easy loader, based on the solid 
horsemanship principles of Team O’Connor. Bonus video!

Hauling Hints
Be Prepared! Prepare for a trailering  
emergency, even if you’ll be going only  
a short distance. Here’s how.

On-the-Go Gear
This issue: Trailer mats; safe trailer tying;  
trailer-safety signs; Bluetooth speaker; handy  
hay bags; space-age trailer cleaner. Bonus video!

USRider Community 
This issue: Commercial registration vs.  
commercial use; avoid a lockout; update  
your contact information.   

Destinations
Ride Kentucky! The Bluegrass State offers trail  
riders state parks, farms, historic villages, and  
more. Here are four great rides. Bonus video!

2

USRider Benefits 
USRider recognizes benefits partners in the 
money-saving Winner’s Circle Advantage 
Benefits Program. Bonus video! COVER PHOTO BY CLiX
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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our top priority. 
To help us keep the focus on, as well as show our respect to, these invalu-

able components of USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and 
“Horse” where these words relate to our membership program. 
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Functionality
        Click to Zoom 
          Click to enlarge 
any element on the page.

            Click to  
Start Video

             Click to  
 Stop Video 

Information
Click for More 
Click to view the 

rest of the story and/or more 
information.

Communication
E-Mail Us
Click this icon.

Subscribe
Click for your free  

subscription to Hitch Up! quarterly 
online magazine.

PLUS! More ways to make the 
most of Hitch Up! 
Use the new tools below each page to:
• Go to any page in this issue.
•  Send this issue to a friend, or to your 

favorite social network.
• Download a PDF.
• Save or send a clipping.

Navigation
Turn Page  
Click any corner  
to turn the page. 

Home
Click here to  

return to the table of contents.

Navigation Bar
On every page is a direct link 
to each section. Just roll your 
mouse over a selection and 
click!

Welcome to Hitch Up!
Welcome to the Summer 2011 issue of Hitch Up! 

magazine, brought to you by USRider Equestrian 
Motor Plan, and the talented staff of Active Interest 
Media Equine Network. 

In this issue, you’ll learn how to load your horse 
into the trailer with Olympian David O’Connor, when 
to change the oil in your towing vehicle, and how to 
prepare for a trailering emergency.  

We also take you on Kentucky trails, courtesy of 
Equitrekking, and relate a story about a Member 
who’s had a bad run with blowouts. Plus, don’t 
miss our safety tips, trailering gear, and more!

CLICK CORNER
TO TURN PAGE

These tools 
appear on 
every page

HitcH up!up!

USRider Equestrian Motor Plan

Your Quarterly Guide to Trailer Safety & Travel

Summer 2011

Safety News • Member Story • On-the-Go Gear • Road Savvy • USRider Community • USRider Benefits • 

TM

destinations

Ride
Kentucky! 

Published by AIM Equine Network

This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider Membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication and the 
USRider Service Contract, the Service Contract shall control. Copies of the Service Contract are available at www.usrider.org. USRider does not 
endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to horse owners. USRider receives no income 
from advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s  
FREE to 
Subscribe! 

Not a subscriber?  
Click on the sub-

scribe icon on any 
page, or see  

page 26. 
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Free Shipping!
Made in the USA!

Ships UPS ground

One year 
Manufacturer 

Warranty!

Carri-Lite Corrals provide a safe resting 
area for horses who work hard. This 
portable stall collapses down to 1/6th its 
size and is convenient to transport in the 
mid-tack area, bed of truck, even a back 
seat!

Our corrals are made of high-impact 
engineering grade HDPE resin, 
ultrasonically welded and hydraulic 
pressed.  The portable stall can stand 
alone or be secured to a horse trailer with 
the included brackets. 

Carri-Lite Corrals

www.carrilitecorrals.com • 1-888-337-7787 (SPUR) • spurhold@gmail.com
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Long-Distance-Hauling Guide 
Hauling your horse a long distance is quite stressful for 

him, but you can enhance his physical and mental comfort 
with good trailering practices. Here are some guidelines on 
how to prepare your rig and your horse. Next issue, we’ll 
give you on-the-road hauling tips.  

Prepare Your Rig 
First, make sure your trailer has adequate ventilation and 

ample space to accommodate the size of your Horse. For 
more on ventilation, click here.

Well in advance of your trip, have your hauling vehicle 
and trailer serviced to ensure that both are equipped for a 
long haul. Verify the roadworthiness of both, and perform 
these tasks: 
•  Check that all lights are in working order. 
•  Check that all brakes are fully operational. 
•  Make sure doors will fully open and properly latch. 
•  Make sure vents fully open and close. 
•  Make sure windows fully open and close. 
•  Thoroughly check the trailer floor. 
•  Test the emergency trailer brake box. 
•  Check tire pressure; adjust according to the manufacturer’s 

suggested levels. 
•  Verify spare tires are accessible and properly inflated. 
•  Stock an appropriate trailer and truck jack, and tire chocks. 

Prepare Your Horse
Make sure your horse 

safely and calmly loads and 
unloads from the trailer. For 
more on safe-loading tech-
niques, click here. 

 Have proof that your 
horse has the proper testing 
and vaccinations, and meets 
the health requirements for 
the state into which you are 
traveling. 

All state-to-state travel 
requires a current negative 
Coggins test for equine infec-
tious anemia (usually within 
6-12 months depending upon 

the state) and a certificate of veterinary inspection or health 
certificate (within 30 days of the date of travel). 

Depending upon current disease outbreaks and threats, 
states may require additional documentation, testing, etc. 
For specific travel requirements, contact the state veterinar-
ian for the state of destination and your veterinarian in ad-
vance. For more information on interstate travel, click here.  

 Consider acclimating your horse to flavored water in ad-
vance. This can be done by adding a flavored drink, such as 
Kool-Aid or Gatorade, daily to your Horse’s water for a week 
prior to the trip. As you travel, simply continue to add the 
flavoring at the same ratio. This helps him adjust to changes 
in water smell and flavor. 

Before your trip, talk to your veterinarian about:
• Equine vital signs assessment. 
• Hydration during transport. 
•  Preventing respiratory illnesses commonly caused by long-

distance transportation. 
• Use of electrolytes. 
• Health documentation. 
• Stocking a first-aid kit. 
• Feeding regiments during transport. 
• Transport strategies.

—  Article reprinted with permission from the Kentucky 
Horse Council.

KEYNOTES

More Keynotes ➽ 

Keynotes•Safety News

Hauling your horse a 
long distance is quite 
stressful for him, but 
you can enhance his 
physical and mental 
comfort with good 
trailering practices.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO

http://www.kentuckyhorse.org/en/art/2235/
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Keynotes•Seasonal Tips

Severe-Weather Driving Tips 
The severe-weather season is upon 

us, and when things get rough, we’re 
reminded to DUCK:

D – Go DOWN to the lowest level.
U – Get UNDER something.
C – COVER your head.
K – KEEP in shelter until the storm 

has passed.
But how do you DUCK if you’re 

on the road and threatened by bad 
weather, including hail, heavy rain, 
thunderstorms, and tornadoes? Get-
ting to safety can be particularly tricky 
when you’re hauling your horses. 

USRider spoke with Rebecca 
Gimenez, PhD, president and a primary 
instructor for Technical Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue, about what to do 
when traveling in inclement weather. 
•   Get a weather app. “Bad weather 

shouldn’t be a surprise,” said Dr. 
Gimenez. “With cell phones, GPS 
units, and other conveniences of the 
modern world, everyone can have 
access to a reliable weather app. Pick 
one that works for you. Make sure it 
has moving radar and prediction ca-
pabilities. Have your navigator/alter-
nate driver check it regularly on your 
route. Purchase a weather radio or a 
citizen’s band radio with a weather 
channel you can monitor.”

•  Drive cautiously. Even in light snow 
or rain, slow down to a safer speed, 
and allow greater following distance 
in front of your rig. Drive defensively, 
turn on your hazard lights, and, if the 
precipitation or wind gets so high that 
you can’t see, pull way off the road 
or preferably at the next parking lot 
available, and wait it out. 

•  Shelter wisely. “No matter what 
you may have heard, never attempt 

to shelter under an overpass from 
a tornado, nor park your rig under 
a flimsy gas station overhang,” Dr. 
Giminez cautioned. “Instead, plan a 
route that will take you out of harm’s 
way — left or 
right — of the 
approaching 
storm, and 
attempt to find 
shelter for your-
selves in a solid 
building.” 

•   Leave your 
horse in the 
trailer. “In a 
real weather 
emergency, 
you’ll need 
to leave your 
horse inside the 
trailer,” says 
Dr. Giminez. 
“They’re safer 
there, protected 
from rain, hail, 
snow, wind, and 
flying debris. 

Never let animals loose on any 
highway — that actually increases the 
chances of them being injured, versus 
being inside their steel or aluminum 
protective envelope.” USR

Never attempt to 
shelter under an 
overpass from a 
tornado; instead, 
plan a route that 
will take you out of 
harm’s way, and 
seek shelter in a 
solid building.

Organic 
Cleaner

Be environment-
friendly on the 
road with Vermont 

Soapworks’ Farm & Ranch Multi-Sur-
face Cleaner. The cleaner is a USDA 
Certified Organic nontoxic alternative 
to conventional chemical clean-
ers that meets or exceeds all USDA 
organic food standards. 
You can use the cleaner on any 
water-safe surface, including tack, 
buckets, feeders, waterers, boots, 
equipment, and trailer floors and 
windows. Available in a 16-ounce 
spray bottle. Cost: $7.98. (A one-
gallon refill will soon be available for 
$39.98.) USR

P 
Green Tip

PHOTO COURTESY OF NOAA



USRider® Equestrian Motor Plan
Hitch Up! e-Magazine • Summer 2011 

KEYNOTES
DESTINATIONS

HAULING HINTS
MEMBER STORY

ON-THE-GO GEAR
USR COMMUNITY

TRAILER CLINIC
ROAD SAVVY

USR BENEFITS

7 E-MAIL US SUBSCRIBE 
NOW FREE!

RETURN TO  
HOME PAGE 

KEYNOTES
Keynotes•Seasonal Tips

Be Flood Safe
According to the United States Geological Survey, flood-

ing causes about 140 deaths and $6 billion in property 
damage in the United States each year. More than half of all 
fatalities during floods are auto-related, usually the result 
of drivers misjudging the depth of water on a road and the 
force of moving water. 

Most of these drownings are preventable, but too many 
people continue to drive around the barriers that warn that 
the road is flooded, say officials with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 

Just by looking at a 
flooded road, you can’t 
know the depth of the 
water nor the condition of 
the road under the water. 
Besides, a vehicle can float 

in just a few inches of water. USRider reminds readers to be 
extra cautious on the road, especially when traveling with 
Horses. 

Follow these travel tips from NOAA:
•  Monitor the NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards, or your 

favorite news source for vital weather-related information. 
•  If flooding occurs, get to higher ground. Get out of areas 

subject to flooding. 
•  Avoid areas already flooded, especially if the water is flow-

ing fast. Don’t attempt to cross flowing streams. 
•  Never drive through 

flooded roadways. Road 
beds may be washed 
out under flood waters. 

•  If your vehicle is sud-
denly caught in rising 
water, leave it immedi-
ately, and seek higher 
ground.

•  Be especially cautious 
at night, when it’s 
harder to recognize 
flood dangers. USR

KENT & CHARLENE KRONE PHOTO

Avoid areas already 
flooded, especially if the 

water is flowing fast. 
Don’t attempt to cross 

flowing streams.

Outbreak Alert!  
According to The Jurga 

Report, horse owners can now 
sign up to join an automated, 
Internet-based program that will 
issue text or e-mail alerts when 
equine-disease outbreaks occur.

Via Merial’s “Outbreak Alert” 
website, OutbreakAlert.com, 
horse owners can sign up for 
free alerts. According to Merial, 
when a disease report occurs, 
those who’ve signed up for the 
notification, and live within a 
250-mile radius of where the 
report occurred, will receive 

a text and/or e-mail message to alert them of the potential 
disease threat.

To stay abreast of disease threats in other parts of the 
country, enter multiple ZIP codes in the site’s search field. 
You’ll then receive alerts for all areas you’ve selected. 

You’re also encouraged to share details of the Outbreak 
Alert program with other horse owners through e-mail, text, 
Twitter, and Facebook.

Also on OutbreakAlert.com, Merial will offer consumer-
focused information about equine diseases, their transmis-
sion, signs to look for and disease prevention, including the 
importance of vaccination.

—   Information supplied by Merial, a leading  
manufacturer of equine vaccines and dewormers



   MEMBERSTORY 

Without R4Tech - 
Bad Weight Distribution, 
Poor Ride

With R4Tech - 
Automatic Leveling, 
Controlled Ride

The R4Tech suspension is a unique combination of Firestone
Airide™ air springs, steel leaf springs and load adaptive shocks
that automatically adjust to the load you are carrying.

• Delivers optimum ride comfort and load management, 
whether the truck is fully loaded or empty

• Automatically adjusts to maintain a level vehicle stance
• Kneeling feature lowers truck approximately 5" at bumper

See an informational video at:
www.firestoneip.com/HL1.800.888.0650

FS_horselink_pg_r4tech_11  5/5/11  4:10 PM  Page 1
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I try to take one “big” trip per year. 
Last year, my son and I traveled with 
friends to two scenic areas in Georgia: 
Hard Labor in Rutledge, and F.D. Roo-
sevelt State Park in Pine Mountain. We 
spent five days in each place. 

On this trip, I experienced my first-
ever tire blowout. What an experience! 
I was traveling up I-95 in a construction 
zone with concrete barriers on both 
sides. Finally, a sign announced the 
end of the construction. 

As I changed lanes, I checked my mir-
ror, then saw the side of the tire blow — 
quite a frightening show. Thankfully, no 
one was next to me. I called my friends 
and told them to get off at the next exit.

Luckily, we were able to get off the 
interstate and pull right into a truck stop. 
My friends helped me change the tire. 

With no spare, I knew I had to 
replace the tire right away. The truck 
stop didn’t carry the right size, so we 
resumed our travel up the interstate. 
While I was driving, my friend called 
USRider so I could keep both hands 
on the wheel. USRider was able to lo-
cate a new tire just two exits up from 

where we were. We were off again in 
no time!   

Long Road Trip
This year, I planned a camping trip 

with my son, Michael, who’s legally 
blind. We’d be meeting up with our 
friends Todd and Cindy, and their 
grandson, Christian. 

For the trip, we’d travel from South 
Florida up to the Panhandle — a long 
drive. I bought a trailer tire from a 
friend to use as a second spare, be-
cause of the blowout last year. Know-
ing the tire wasn’t new, but better than 
nothing, I intended to buy a new tire as 
soon as I could. But at the very least I 
had two spares for the long trip.  

Michael and I drove from Palm 
Beach County up the Florida turnpike 
(about four hours) to meet our friends 
at Wildwood. From there, we went to 
our first stop, Spirit of the Suwannee 
Music Park in Live Oak, another 3½ 
hours away. 

We stayed there one night and 
headed off to the Florida Caverns the 
next afternoon, about four hours away. 
We stayed at the caverns for four 
days, then headed off to Blackwater 
River State Forest (another three hours 
away) for five days. 

Blackwater is on the Florida/Alabama 
state line, which is about 10 hours from 
Palm Beach County. When arranging the 
trip, I’d planned to drive straight home. 
I figured that if I needed a break, I could 
stop off at Lake Panasoffkee Project, 
a 10,000-acre free horse park at Wild-
wood exit (Route 44) in Sumter County. 
With that in mind, I wasn’t overly anx-
ious about the trip home. 

Member Story
MEMBER STORY

Blowout!

   MEMBERSTORY 

When this horse 

owner experi-

enced tire trouble 

on two recent 

trips, USRider 

quickly came to 

the rescue. 

“I cannot say enough great things 
about USRider,” says Member K.S. 
of Florida. “Company representa-

tives will not only help with flat 
tires, but also will tow your entire 

rig and make arrangements for 
your horses. If you travel, there’s 

no better peace of mind than 
knowing you can pick up the 

phone and call!”
More Member Story ➽ 
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You should be!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
Members are covered in any vehicle 
they are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are committed to the 
welfare and safety of our Members and 
their Horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

If you are not already  
a USRider Member 
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Blowout—Times Four 
Early in the morning, we packed up 

our two trailers and started for home. 
We were on the road for about an 
hour when the driver’s-side trailer tire 
blew. Luckily, my friends are like a mini 
pit crew! Todd carries everything — a 
compressor, an air gun, two spare 
tires, and anything else you can think 
of. They changed the tire, and we were 
back on the road within 15 minutes. 

About an hour later...bam! The same 
tire blew out again. Todd and Cindy 
again went to work changing the tire. 
Another hour, another blowout! 

It was getting late, because we had 
to drive much slower. So we stopped 
for something to eat, and to let nerves 
settle and the horses rest.  

By then, I’d decided to stop for the 
night. When the fourth tire blew, I just 
about lost it. There were no spare tires, 
and we were approaching the area 
where we’d part ways; they’d be travel-
ing to the west side of the state and I’d 
be heading south. It was time to call for 
help. 

Calling USRider
I placed a call to USRider after 5 

p.m. on a Saturday. I knew I wanted to 
buy a tire that matched the others, so I 

asked Glen at USRider to try to find the 
right size and type. 

Glen told me he’d call me right back. 
Within minutes, he called to tell me he 
found as many tires as I needed and 
the mobile tire guy would meet me 
where I was. This was unbelievable!

I arranged to meet the tire guy off the 
interstate and had him change out all 
four spares. What a huge relief! Know-
ing that my friends and I would be able 
to make it safely home, with spares if 
needed, made me feel so much better. 

I cannot say enough great things 
about USRider. Company representa-
tives will not only help with flat tires, 
but also will tow your entire rig and 
make arrangements for your horses. If 
you travel, there’s no better peace of 

mind than knowing you can pick up 
the phone and call! 

I don’t know where next year will 
take me, but I promise, USRider will be 
there!

K.S.
Loxahatchee, Florida

USRider Wants Your Feedback 
Do you have an idea for a story? 
We’d love to hear it. We’re always 
looking for topics of interest to our 
readers — and, that’s you.

Much of the information in each is-
sue of Hitch Up! comes from our unique 
perspective as the only motor plan to 
provide emergency roadside assistance 
to horse owners. Our staff members — 
with their experiences at USRider and 
as horse owners — along with our Mem-
bers and readers, are the driving force 
behind what we publish in Hitch Up! 

This is your magazine, and we en-
courage you to have a voice. Please e-
mail your feedback, articles, and story 
ideas to usrider@usrider.org. We also 
love photos and short videos. USR 

Trailering Tip
Don’t park your vehicle and trailer on a grade. If you find yourself in 

a situation where you must do this, you can minimize the risk by using 
these precautions: Apply the regular brakes. Have a helper chock the 
trailer wheels. Release the brakes, and allow the chocks to absorb the 
load. Apply the regular brakes again, apply the parking brake, and put 
the transmission into Park. Release the brakes. 

To safely start again, in Park, apply the regular brakes until the engine 
is started. Release the parking brake. Release regular brakes, and drive 
until the chocks are free. Apply the regular brakes until your vehicle 
comes to a stop, and have your helper remove the chocks and store 
them in your trailer or vehicle.

— Neva Kittrell Scheve

Member Story Continued
MEMBER STORY

“Knowing that I’d be able to make it 
safely home, with spares if needed, 
made me feel so much better,” says 
USRider Member K.S. of Florida.

“I try to take one ‘big’ trip per year, says 
USRider Member K.S of Florida. “Last 
year, my son and I traveled with friends 
to two scenic areas in Georgia.” 

mailto:usrider@usrider.org
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TRAILER CLINIC

Trailer-Loading Ease 
Click left to watch David 
O’Connor’s easy trailer-
loading technique.

doing, and starts to understand, and 
that’s something you want to encour-
age.” 
Step 5. Ask him to walk on the 
ramp. After you give your horse ample 
time to investigate the ramp, ask him to 
walk across the ramp, right to left. 
Step 6. Switch directions. When 
your horse is comfortable walking 
on the ramp from right to left, switch 
directions, and ask him for a circle 
to the right in front of the ramp. 
Then repeat Steps 3, 4, and 5. 
Step 7. Lead him to the trailer 
door. After circling your horse to 
the left and to the right, lead him 
up the ramp to the trailer door. Al-
low him to stand on the ramp right 
at the entrance to the trailer. If he 
investigates the door by looking at it 

and sniffing, praise him with a soothing 
voice and pats. 
Step 8. Allow him to back. If your 
horse backs down the ramp, let him 
go. Don’t pressure him. Then calmly 
ask him to walk forward again until he 
returns to the trailer door. 

Step 9. Ask him 
to step inside. 
When your horse 

is comfortable at the trailer door, ask 
him to step inside. Again, allow him to 
back up. If he does so, go with him, then 
simply ask him to walk forward and into 
the trailer once again. 
Step 10. Be patient. Repeat Steps 7, 
8, and 9 until your horse is comfortable 
walking into the trailer and stand-
ing inside. Give him lots of praise for 
responding to your cues. USR 

Order the Team O’Connor DVD!
The success of the Team O’Connor Technique is based 
on a solid foundation of horsemanship principles and 
techniques. This DVD includes how-to instructionals on 
ground work, grooming, safety, trailer techniques, feeding, 
and schooling. Bonus: Behind-the-scenes footage of the 
O’Connor barn. Runtime: 94 minutes.  
Cost: $29.95. Contact: HorseBooksEtc.com.David O’Connor

N
AN

CY
 JA

FF
ER

 P
HO

TO
 



12

Trailer Clinic

Trailer-Loading Ease 
Olympian David 

O’Connor teaches 

you how to turn 

your horse into an 

easy loader, based 

on the solid horse-

manship principles 

of Team O’Connor. 

Bonus video!

Is your horse reluctant to load into 
a trailer? “The trailer is small and dark 
— it’s no wonder your horse doesn’t 
want to go in it,” notes Olympian David 
O’Connor. 

Here, David shows you the no-stress 
trailer-loading technique he developed 
with Team O’Connor: David and Karen 
O’Connor, and their longtime stable 
manager, Max Corcoran. 

Note that this exercise shows you 
how to load your horse into a two-
horse, straight-load trailer, with a ramp 
entry.
Before you begin: Hook up your 
trailer to your tow vehicle for stability, 
and park the rig on a level area with 
good footing. Open the trailer doors. 
Outfit your horse in a well-fitting halter 
and 14-foot lead rope. Carry a dres-
sage whip to use as an extension of 
your hand. 

Step-by-Step Technique
Step 1. Break it down. “When your 
horse first steps on a ramp, it makes 
a noise, and a lot of times, they’re not 
very comfortable with that,” notes 
David. So first, work on teaching your 
horse to become comfortable with the 
ramp. 
Step 2. Circle in front of the ramp. 
Ask your horse to go forward, toward 
the trailer. As you near the ramp, send 
him out on a small circle to the left, 
using the lead rope as a longe line, so 
that he’s simply walking next to the 
ramp. 
Step 3. Introduce the ramp. As you 
circle your horse, walk closer to the 
ramp so that the longe circle naturally 
incorporates the ramp. Your goal will 
be to have your horse walking across 
the ramp, right to left, calmly and 
confidently. 

“What you don’t want to do is get 
into a situation where you’re in front 
of your horse, trying to pull him into 
the trailer,” notes David. “All this does 
is get your horse to put his head up.” 
And if your horse hits his head on 
the trailer door, he’ll then associate 
trailer-loading with a negative, painful 
experience, which will create future 
resistance.
Step 4. Let him investigate. If your 
horse wants to stop and sniff the ramp, 
that’s “perfect,” says David, as this will 
help your horse to understand. “When 
your horse looks down at the ramp, 
he’s starting to think about what he’s 

For  
more  

on Team 
O’Connor, 

click  
here.

LISA BARRY PHOTO 
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TRAILER CLINIC

Trailer-Loading Ease 
Click left to watch David 
O’Connor’s easy trailer-
loading technique.

doing, and starts to understand, and 
that’s something you want to encour-
age.” 
Step 5. Ask him to walk on the 
ramp. After you give your horse ample 
time to investigate the ramp, ask him to 
walk across the ramp, right to left. 
Step 6. Switch directions. When 
your horse is comfortable walking 
on the ramp from right to left, switch 
directions, and ask him for a circle 
to the right in front of the ramp. 
Then repeat Steps 3, 4, and 5. 
Step 7. Lead him to the trailer 
door. After circling your horse to 
the left and to the right, lead him 
up the ramp to the trailer door. Al-
low him to stand on the ramp right 
at the entrance to the trailer. If he 
investigates the door by looking at it 

and sniffing, praise him with a soothing 
voice and pats. 
Step 8. Allow him to back. If your 
horse backs down the ramp, let him 
go. Don’t pressure him. Then calmly 
ask him to walk forward again until he 
returns to the trailer door. 

Step 9. Ask him 
to step inside. 
When your horse 

is comfortable at the trailer door, ask 
him to step inside. Again, allow him to 
back up. If he does so, go with him, then 
simply ask him to walk forward and into 
the trailer once again. 
Step 10. Be patient. Repeat Steps 7, 
8, and 9 until your horse is comfortable 
walking into the trailer and stand-
ing inside. Give him lots of praise for 
responding to your cues. USR 

Order the Team O’Connor DVD!
The success of the Team O’Connor Technique is based 
on a solid foundation of horsemanship principles and 
techniques. This DVD includes a how-to instructional on 
ground work; grooming, safety, trailer techniques, feeding, 
and schooling. Bonus: Behind-the-scenes footage of the 
O’Connor barn. Runtime: 94 minutes.  
Cost: $29.95. Contact: HorseBooksEtc.com.David O’Connor
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Destinations

The Bluegrass 

State offers trail 

riders state parks, 

farms, historic vil-

lages, and more. 

Here are four great 

rides. Bonus video!

Ride Kentucky!
Trail riding in Kentucky is acces-

sible, family friendly, and can be easy 
on the wallet. There are currently 229 
riding trails offering more than 1,913 
miles throughout Kentucky. 

I tested many of the trails myself, 
while filming “Great Trail Rides in 
Kentucky,” a high-definition episode 
of Equitrekking, my Emmy-winning 
television series on PBS. 

As a part of my job for Equitrek-
king, I ride horses with locals around 
the world. I found great horses and 
riders all over Kentucky, from state 
parks and recreation areas to farms 
and historic villages. 

Here are just a few riding locations 
where you can bring your own horse 
or ride one of the outfitter’s well-
trained horses to explore Kentucky 
from the saddle. 

Shaker Village
Location: Harrodsburg.
Overview: You can bring your own 
horse and ride at Shaker Village, 
which has more than 3,000 acres of 
idyllic landscapes and historic sites 
with 33 miles of riding trails and 15 
miles of carriage-friendly trails; it’s 
less than 30 minutes from Lexington. 
Best sights: Waterfalls at the site of 
the Old Mill, historic stone fences, and 
open meadows. 
Best for: All riding levels. 
Budget: $10 per person “daily horse-
back riding/carriage fee” for bringing 
your own horse; $107 per person for 
a two-hour guided ride at Shaker Vil-
lage with the Big Red Stables, using its 
horses.

Big Red Stables
Location: Harrodsburg.
Overview: Big Red Stables has been 
in Emily Dennis’ family for genera-
tions. Located not too far from Shaker 
Village in an area of beautiful mead-
ows, forests, and rolling hills, this fam-
ily farm offers a personalized riding 
tour on smooth Tennessee Walking 
Horses. Riders of varying experience 
levels can enjoy a taste of life on a 
Kentucky family farm.
Best sights: Wide-open fields of 
beautiful bluegrass. 
Best for: Advanced beginner to ad-
vanced Western riders over 12 years 
old.
Budget: $35 for one-hour guided 
rides; reserve in advance. 

BY DARLEY NEWMAN
 PHOTOS BY CHIP WARD

Darley Newman and Shaker Village’s 
naturalist, Don Pelly, riding with locals 

through Shaker Village trails.
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DESTINATIONS

Ride Kentucky!
Barren River Lake State  
Resort Park
Location: South Central Kentucky, 
close to Kentucky’s famous cave area.
Overview: Kentucky State Parks 
offer more than 140 miles of riding 
trails. I rode through quiet, wooded 
trails amid redbuds, dogwoods, and a 
variety of wildflowers on the trails of 
Barren River State Resort Park, one of 
Kentucky’s 17 state park resorts. 
Best sights: Wildflowers, woodlands, 
and the lake. 
Best for: Families and riders over 
6 years old. You can bring your own 
horse, or go on a guided ride. Forty-

five minute guided trail rides depart 
every hour Memorial Day through La-
bor Day, weather permitting, and some 
weekends during spring and fall.  
Budget: Approximately $18 per per-
son for one-hour guided rides. 

Land Between the Lakes  
National Recreation Area
Location: South Central Kentucky.
Overview: With more than 100 
miles of diverse trails for horses and 
the well-equipped Wranglers Camp-
ground, many people travel to Land 
Between the Lakes to ride. You can 
bring your own horse or ride out with 
Equine Adventures, an outfitter that 

rents horses and leads travelers on 
guided rides from Wranglers Riding 
Stables. The riding trails bring travel-
ers through rolling woodlands and 
alongside isolated shores. 
Best sights: Waterfowl, and the lakes! 
Best for: Families and riders over 7 
years old who’d like to ride their own 
horse and have access to good camp-
ing facilities, or saddle up at the park’s 
stables.  
Budget: Approximately $15 per per-
son for one-hour guided rides.USR

Darley Newman is the host and pro-
ducer of the Emmy-winning Equitrek-
king television show on PBS, the author 
of the award-winning Equitrekking: 
Travel Adventures on Horseback book, 
and the founder of Equi-trekkingTravel.
com, featuring exceptional equestrian 
vacations. 

Click left for a video clip 
from “Great Trail Rides in 
Kentucky,” a high-defini-
tion episode of Equitrek-
king, the Emmy-winning 
television series on PBS. 

Darley Newman and Big Red Stables’ owner, Emily Dennis, 
riding with her family at her farm.

Darley Newman, Randall Mitchell, and riders from Equine 
Adventures at Wranglers Riding Stables at Land Between the 
Lakes National Recreation Area.
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All About Oil 

Road SavvyBY H. KENT SUNDLING 

Regular maintenance of your towing 
vehicle will help prevent major repairs; 
it’ll also increase its reliability, durabil-
ity, and resale value. One way to main-
tain your vehicle is through regular oil 
changes. 

How often you should change the 
oil depends on whether you use your 

vehicle for normal duty or severe duty 
(special operating conditions), which 
includes towing.  

Since the manufacturer writes the 
rules with warranties, go with what 
your owner’s manual specifies, under 
“severe duty.” Typically, the oil-change 
interval is shorter for severe duty than 
normal use — 3,000 vs. 5,000 miles, for 
example.  

Synthetic Oil 
Should you pay extra for synthetic? 

Synthetic oil costs more, but it has 
some advantages over petroleum oil. 

Synthetic oil creates less engine 
friction for slightly better fuel mileage 
than you’d get with petroleum oil, and 
dissipates more heat generated from 
towing your trailer. 

Synthetic oil is built up instead of 
refined down, as with petroleum oil, 

Our expert tells 
you how often you 
should change the 
oil in your towing 

vehicle, and  
explains the 

advantages of  
synthetic oil.  

How often you 
should change 
the oil depends 
on whether you 
use your vehicle 
for normal duty 

or severe duty 
(special operating 
conditions), which 

includes towing.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 
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so the molecules 
are smaller and 
all the same size. 
Because of this, 
synthetic oil has a 
better pour rate, 
lubricates faster, 
builds oil pres-
sure faster (for 
less engine wear), 
and degrades 
more slowly than 
petroleum oil. It 
also has a lower 
flashpoint (heat tolerance) and burn-
off rate. 

Synthetic oil also doesn’t con-
tain paraffin (wax), so it pours at 60 
degrees below zero verses 20 below 
for conventional petroleum oil with 
paraffin.

Petroleum oil is made of different-
sized molecules, large and small. The 
smaller molecules burn off first and 
the larger molecules become sludge 
and deposit on engine parts. Because 
synthetic oil flows better, it cools the 

engine better than petroleum oil. 
Bottom line: Synthetic oil does 

last longer. Oil-change intervals with 
synthetic oil can triple with gas engines 
and double with diesel engines. How-
ever, note that oil filters still need to be 
changed at the normal interval, unless 
you use a bypass filter system. 

And no matter what, going more 
miles without an oil change than the 
manufacturer stipulates can violate 
your warranty. 

Note that diesel engines put soot 

and other byproducts of combustion 
in the oil, requiring more frequent oil 
changes than gas engines. 

On high-mileage engines, switch-
ing to synthetic oil can clean out the 
sludge and tarnish, but may cause oil 
consumption as it cleans the engine. 
It’ll eventually soften up the seals and 
gaskets, and use less oil. USR

H. Kent Sundling is a well-known 
automotive journalist, reviewing 
trucks, trailers, and accessories for 
magazines and websites. He travels 
the country test-driving new trucks, 
towing trailers, and reviewing horse-
trailer factories.     

ROAD SAVVY

Synthetic oil creates 
less engine friction 
for slightly better 
fuel mileage than 
you’d get with con-
ventional oil, and 
dissipates more 
heat generated 
from towing your 
trailer.

Oil-change intervals with synthetic 
oil can triple with gas engines and 
double with diesel engines. Howev-
er, note that oil filters still need to be 
changed at the normal interval, un-
less you use a bypass filter system. 
Shown, an oil filter with a built-in 
funnel, for changing ease. 

H. KENT SUNDLING PHOTO 
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Safe Trailer Tying
When used as a trailer tie, baling twine can 

break too easily, or sometimes too late. The 
Equi-Ping is a safe tying solution that will “ping” 
open if your horse panics and pulls back while 

tied to the trailer. The 
small device is reus-
able and provides a 
consistent emergency 
release each time. 
Available in pink, 
purple, blue, orange, 
green, and black. 
Cost: $10.95. 

Trailer Mat
An effective support system for your horse is important 

for both short and long hauls. According to the manufac-
turer, the EquineLite Mat provides the right amount of 
compression, ensuring less stress on your horse’s joints, 
increased circulation, and reduced concussion. Multilayer 

polymer technol-
ogy makes these 
mats nonslip, du-
rable, and light-
weight. EquineLite 
Mats are easy 
to maintain, and 
naturally resist 
stains, odors, and 
damage. Cost: 
$52-$179.40.

On-the-Go Gear

Click above to see the Equi-Ping trailer tie in action.

BY LAUREN ANNE BACK

Bluetooth Speaker
Bluetooth phone devices help to 

keep your eyes on the road and 
hands on wheel. The SuperTooth HD 
is a hands-free tool packed with 
the latest technology. Twin speak-
ers emit high-quality audio, 
while anti-echo microphones 
pick up voices clearly and 
cancel background noise. 
Advanced voice com-
mands make it easy to 
call predialed phone num-
bers, answer incoming calls, 
check battery 
levels, or retrieve 
voicemail. The Su-
perTooth provides 
20 hours of talk 
time and 1,000 
hours of standby. 
Cost: $129. 
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USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to 
horse owners. If you’ve used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it —  

be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

ON-THE-GO GEAR

Click above for a CAUTION HORSES informational video.

Handy Hay Bags
Keep your traveling equine happy with plenty of hay. 

Redesigned with sturdy nylon webbing around the top for 
added strength, the Wrangler Hay Bag has rigid bars for 
easy loading and an adjustable nylon-webbing strap. Heavy-
duty mesh on the bottom permits air circulation, and allows 
dirt and dust to fall through. Hay bags fold up for easy stor-
age when empty. Available in navy and tan. Cost: $24.95.

Trailer-Safety Signs 
Send a clear message to others on the road to drive 

carefully near your trailer and vehicle. The CAUTION 
HORSES Sign Series 
will enhance your 
trailer’s visibility 
both at night and 
during the day. The 
signs are made 
from heavy-duty 
reflective vinyl and 
come in a range 
of sizes. Avail-
able in black, red, 
and white. Cost: 
$29.99-$159.99.

Space-Age Exterior Care 
Keeping your trailer clean can make it look like new 

longer and preserve its value.
According to trailer expert H. Kent Sundling, it’s important 

to stay ahead of the black streaks and corrosion. The new 
enemy is magnesium chloride. In many areas, this liquid has 
replaced salt rock and sand as a de-icer on winter roads. Al-
though aluminum doesn’t rust, it does corrode and oxidize. 
You can combat mag chloride (and other road chemicals) 
with Metal Wax HP Metal Cleaner. Cost: $7.95-$69.95.
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Be Prepared!   
BY NEVA KITTRELL SCHEVE Hauling Hints

Prepare for  

a trailering  

emergency, even 

if you’ll be going 

only a short  

distance.  

Here’s how.

Even on a short 
trip, your truck 

could break down, 
stranding you 

roadside. Here’s 
how to turn most 
situations into a 
minor inconve-

nience, rather than 
a disaster. 

You have a lesson across town. 
It’s just a day trip. Or, you’re meeting 
friends for a trail ride at a nearby park. 
Maybe it’s a routine visit to the veteri-
nary clinic.  

Why bother taking more than just the 
basics and a hay bag? It’s just a short 
trip, right?

Most often, yes. However, there’s 
always a chance that a short little trailer 
ride may turn out to be much longer 
than you ever thought. 

Even though that chance may be 
slim, if something happens on the road, 
that trip can turn into a major tragedy if 
you aren’t prepared.  

Things Happen
The famous quote, “Hope for the 
best, plan for the worst,” is the best 
advice for any horse-trailering situa-
tion. Even on a short trip, you could 

be involved in a traffic accident. Or, 
you could get held up by an accident 
ahead. Road construction can also 

cause traffic tie-ups or detours. 
Your truck could break down, strand-

ing you on the side of the road for 
hours. You could blow a tire. 

If it was just you and your human 

passengers, you could probably cope 
with most of these things, but with 
Horses on board, it’s a different story.

If you “plan for the worst” and think 
about how to be prepared, you can turn 
most situations into a minor incon-
venience and possibly turn around a 
potentially disastrous situation.  

Rig-Prep Checklist
The first part of the plan is to start out 

with a truck and trailer that’s in good 
working condition with all fluids at opti-
mum levels. Then, prep your rig, using 
this checklist.

  Check the tires. Make sure all 
tires are in excellent condition and 
filled to proper pressure. Your trailer 
tires should be filled with equal air 
pressure, and your trailer should be 
level so that each axle is carrying 
equal weight. Trailer tires usually 
don’t wear out from the road, but 
instead suffer from dry rot from sit-
ting in the sun. 
  Invest in spares. Carry at least 
one spare tire, and carrying two 
tires will be even better. Have a 
jack for the truck and a jack for the 
trailer on board. The tire iron for the 
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truck may not fit the lug nuts on the 
trailer tires, so carry a tire iron for 
both vehicles.
  Check the coupler/hitch. Keep 
your coupler and hitch in excellent 
condition. Make sure the inside of 
the coupler hasn’t worn and also 
that you’re using the right-sized ball 
that’s rated to tow at least the weight 
of your loaded trailer or higher. 
If you have a tag-along (bumper-
pull) trailer, make sure your hitch is 
correctly rated; you’ll likely need a 
weight-distribution system.  

Packing Checklist
When your rig is ready, collect and 

pack the items below.
  Fire extinguisher. Vehicle or tire 
fires have been known to happen. 
  Horse/human emergency kits. 
Carry two up-to-date emergency kits, 
one for horses and one for humans. 
Talk to your veterinarian so you 
know how to use each equine item. 
If you carry tranquilizers, make sure 
you’re comfortable with their use. 
Using a tranquilizer at the wrong 
time can kill your horse! In your 

equine kit, carry a PVC pipe in case 
you need to make an emergency 
splint. 
  Water. Carry 10 to 20 gallons of wa-
ter with you. This isn’t just for drink-
ing, but for cooling off a hot horse or 
for cleaning wounds. Alcohol mixed 
with water can also be used for cool-
ing off your horse. Note that if you’re 
stranded in an area where it would 
be unsafe to unload your horse, 
you’ll need to keep him cool inside 
the trailer.
  Extra hay. Keep some extra hay in 
your rig, in case you’re gone longer 
than you plan. 
  Extra grain. Carry extra grain too, 
but make sure it’s fresh. Don’t leave 
it on the trailer for days or weeks at 
a time. 
  Extra halter/lead rope. If you use 
a breakaway halter, put a second 
halter underneath, and use a short 
lead rope.That way, if the halter 
breaks, you’ll be able to catch your 
Horse. (Note: I prefer to use quick-
release ties with the quick release on 
both ends.) 
  Small essentials. Carry extra buck-

ets, a sharp knife, gloves, a flashlight, 
triangles, and flares. 
  Cold-weather items. In cold 
weather, carry sand, a shovel, a tow 
chain, a candle, and emergency 
blankets.
  Medical information. Carry a 
durable, visible, medical ID that lists 
your doctor, your veterinarian, and 
the contact information of the person 
emergency personnel should contact 
if you’re incapacitated. Keep this 
information in visible place. 
  Program ICE. On your cell phone, 
mark your contacts with the initials 
ICE (in case of emergency) for those 
who should be called. Also, add ICE 
HORSE for those who should be 
called to help with the horses. USR

Neva Kittrell Scheve and her husband, 
Tom, owners of EquiSpirit Trailers, have 
written three books on trailers, includ-
ing The Complete Guide to Buying, 
Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer, a nationally recognized text-
book. They reside in Southern Pines, 
North Carolina.

HAULING HINTS

Every time you haul your 
horse, be sure to pack 
extra hay (left); check the 
hitch (middle); and check 
the tires (right).

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTOS 
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Winner’s Circle Advantage
USRider Members enjoy money-saving discounts and 

special access to dozens of nationally recognized equestrian 
retailers through the Winner’s Circle Advantage Benefits 

Program. These special “Members Only” 
benefits include exclusive discounts 

and other valuable incentives when 
making purchases from USRider's  
benefit partners.

USRider Members can access 
these benefits directly through the 

USRider website, as well as through a 
printed brochure enclosed in membership 

kits and renewal mailings. Simple instructions and access 
codes provide Members with information on how to take 
advantage of these benefits. 

With so many discount opportunities, USRider Members 
can easily save the cost of their membership and more! 

USRider Benefits

If there’s a company or product you’d like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program,  
please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

USRider Recognizes Benefits Partners

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous discounts 
with nationally recognized equine retailers through Winner’s Circle 
Advantage, USRider’s exclusive members-only benefits program.

Rental-Car Discounts
In addition to its Gold Medal Roadside Assistance, USRid-

er offers the added benefit of rental-car discounts. When it’s 
more practical or convenient to rent a car, USRider Mem-
bers have the advantage. Discounts range from 10% to 20% 
on daily rental rates. Members can also enjoy additional 

discounts, such as “One Free Day,” “$15 Off,” or a “Free 
Weekend Day.” 

Rental-car agencies who are partners in USRider’s ben-
efits program are Hertz, Enterprise, National, Alamo, Budget, 
Avis, Thrifty, and Dollar. 
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USRider Benefits
USR BENEFITS

Farm & Stable 
Fly Predators from Spalding Labs 

Say goodbye to flies. For easy, safe, and effective fly control, 
use Fly Predators from Spalding Labs. For 35 years, Spalding Labs 
has supplied Fly Predators to horse owners nationwide. These 
tiny, beneficial insects are the natural enemy of flies, but never 
bother people or animals. Simply put them out monthly dur-
ing warm weather. Just $18.45 per month for up to five horses; 
$28.50 for 10 horses (includes shipping). USRider Members 
receive double the quantity of any one shipment at no extra cost. 

EZSigns Online.com 
Personalized farm signs are an excellent and affordable way to 

enhance your home or farm entrance. EZSigns Online.com uses 
all maintenance-free materials. Use its easy-to-navigate, secure 
website to “build” your sign online by choosing the size, style, 
color, font, graphics, etc. These signs also make great gifts for any 
type of farm, kennel, business, or residence. USRider Members 
receive a 10% discount on all sign orders, plus free shipping. 

Tack & Equipment
Stagecoach West 

Stagecoach West opened in 1977 as a small tack-supply store. 
As word spread about its excellent customer service, the company 
grew, as did its reputation for quality and price. Stagecoach West 
is one of the largest outlets for horse and rider supplies in the 
country. Its online catalog offers an array of products. USRider 
Members receive 10% discount on every order over $50 (exclud-
ing saddles). 

E-Z Up Stirrup Extender 
E-Z Up Stirrup Extender Company produces three distinctive 

products for the horse enthusiast. The E-Z Up Stirrup Extender 
drops your stirrup three inches at the push of a button, then locks 
into position with a lift of the toe. The LegSaver Stirrup Swivels 
allow your stirrups to swivel 360 degrees to minimize ankle, knee, 
and hip stress. The E-Z Up LegSaver combination marries the two 
technologies for easy mounting and dismounting, and enhances 
riding comfort. USRider Members receive free shipping with any 
order. USR
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Update Your Contact Information 
Over the last decade, the U.S. 

Census Bureau has reported that an 
average of 40 million Americans (16 
percent of the population) move each 
year. With such a mobile population, it 
can be difficult to keep up with every-
one! USRider reminds our Members 
to keep us posted when your contact 
information changes. 

Since most USRider Members 
receive their renewal information 
through the mail, it’s especially im-
portant that Members notify us of any 

address changes. Regretfully, if we 
mail to an old address, it can take a 
long time for that mail to be returned 
to us. Then, if we still haven’t received 
word of your new address, we don’t 

know where to send the mail. This can 
result in extra fees for a Member, as 
our policy requires a Member to pay 
a reactivation fee if a membership is 
expired longer than 30 days. 

To update your contact information, 
log on to www.usrider.org, and click 
on the “Renew/Members Area” page. 
USR

USRider Community

Commercial Registration vs. Commercial Use
USRider receives inquiries almost 

daily from folks who transport horses 
for others for a living and are inter-
ested in USRider membership. 

At the present time, USRider mem-
bership doesn’t cover individuals who 
use their vehicles for business pur-
poses, such as transporting client's 
horses. USRider membership is 
designed for the personal use of 
each Member.

This definition of a commercial 
vehicle is often confused with the 
way the vehicle is licensed. Indi-
vidual states' licensing requirements 
may put your vehicle into a com-
mercial category; however, that 
“commercial” designation does not 
apply to USRider membership. We 
will cover vehicles with commercial-
designated license tags. 

For answers to questions about 

commercial use, visit www.usrider.org/
faq.html. Here’s a sampling.

Q I’m a trainer, and haul horses 
for clients. Am I covered? 

A  Regretfully, this situation would 
be considered commercial, 

or haul for hire, and isn’t currently 

covered under our plan. However, 
we’re considering adding new levels of 
coverage.

Q At my boarding operation, we 
use our trailer to haul clients’ 

horses. Is this covered?

A  Regretfully, this is considered 
commercial use, and is excluded 

under our Service Contract. USRider 
is limited to the personal use of our 
Members and their Horses.

Q My vehicle has commercial 
license plates, but I don’t  

haul for others. Do I qualify for 
USRider membership?

A  Yes, our commercial restrictions 
pertain to the actual use of the 

vehicle, not how it’s licensed.
For more information, call (800) 

844-1409, Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m., Eastern Time, or e-mail  
memberservice@usrider.org. USR 

Members, stay in touch! Keep USRider 
posted when your contact information 
changes. It’s easy to do to online!

USRider membership doesn’t cover individ-
uals who use their vehicles for commercial 
enterprises, only for their own personal use. 

H. KENT SUNDLING PHOTO 

http://www.usrider.org
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Find an Equine Vet  
Traveling with your horse is hard 

enough. But imagine you’re traveling 
with your horse in an unfamiliar area 
and he becomes sick or injured. Your 
trusted veterinarian is miles away. 

Relax. If you’re a USRider Member, 
you have access to its DVM Directory, 
an electronic database of qualified 
equine practitioners. It contains contact 
information for large-animal veterinar-
ians throughout USRider’s service area 
in the 48 continental United States, 
Alaska, and Canada.   

This directory is available to USRider 
Member Care Specialists to make 
referrals when USRider Members need 
veterinary services while traveling. To 
reach a USRider Member Care Special-
ist, simply dial the emergency toll-free 
number on the back of your Member-
ship ID card. USR

If you’re a traveling USRider Member, 
you have access to its DVM Directory, 

an electronic database of qualified 
equine practitioners.

 Avoid a Lockout
Being locked out of your vehicle is 

not only an inconvenience, but also it 
can put you and your horse at risk for 
an injury. Today’s sophisticated vehi-
cles can pose challenges to locksmiths 
and service providers, leaving you 
stranded for an uncomfortable length 
of time. 

If your keys are locked in your 
vehicle, USRider can usually find a 
locksmith to assist you. However, if 
you’ve lost your ignition key, there’s a 
new set of challenges. 

Most ignitions systems now have 
an integrated two-part security system 
which requires a key with a transponder 
that communicates to the vehicle that a 
matching key is in use. This system was 
developed to minimize the possibility 
of vehicle theft. To start your ignition, 
you might have to obtain a key from the 
dealer, which is expensive. 

To avoid a lockout, keep a spare 
key available outside your tow vehicle. 
USRider has developed its very own 
KeyHider, which is included in every 
USRider Membership Kit. If you need a 

KeyHider, call USRider’s administrative 
offices at (800) 844-1409, or click here 
to send an e-mail requesting one. 

Also note that the electronics in a 
key fob can be scrambled or erased if 
a cell phone gets too close to the fob. 
If a fob is erased, there’s usually no 
way to repair it. Keep the fob and your 
cell phone at least one inch apart, and 
keep a spare key in a KeyHider, just in 
case. USR

Being locked out of your vehicle is not 
only an inconvenience, it can also put 
you and your horse at risk for an injury. 
To avoid a lockout, keep a spare key 
available outside your tow vehicle.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 
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Winner’s Circle Advantage
USRider Members enjoy money-saving discounts and 

special access to dozens of nationally recognized equestrian 
retailers through the Winner’s Circle Advantage Benefits 

Program. These special “Members Only” 
benefits include exclusive discounts 

and other valuable incentives when 
making purchases from USRider  
benefit partners.

USRider Members can access 
these benefits directly through the 

USRider website, as well as through a 
printed brochure enclosed in membership 

kits and renewal mailings. Simple instructions and access 
codes provide Members with information on how to take 
advantage of these  benefits. 

With so many discount opportunities, USRider Members 
can easily save the cost of their membership and more! 

USRider Benefits

If there’s a company or product you’d like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program,  
please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

USRider Recognizes Benefits Partners

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous discounts 
with nationally recognized equine retailers through Winner’s Circle 
Advantage, USRider’s exclusive members-only benefits program.

Rental-Car Discounts
In addition to its Gold Medal Roadside Assistance, USRid-

er offers the added benefit of rental-car discounts. When it’s 
more practical or convenient to rent a car, USRider Mem-
bers have the advantage. Discounts range from 10% to 20% 
on daily rental rates. Members can also enjoy additional 

discounts, such as “One Free Day,” “$15 Off,” or a “Free 
Weekend Day.” 

Rental-car agencies who are partners in USRider’s ben-
efits program are Hertz, Enterprise, National, Alamo, Budget, 
Avis, Thrifty, and Dollar. 
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Farm & Stable 
Fly Predators from Spalding Labs 

Say goodbye to flies. For easy, safe, and effective fly control, 
use Fly Predators from Spalding Labs. For 35 years, Spalding Labs 
has supplied Fly Predators to horse owners nationwide. These 
tiny, beneficial insects are the natural enemy of flies, but never 
bother people or animals. Simply put them out monthly dur-
ing warm weather. Just $18.45 per month for up to five horses; 
$28.50 for 10 horses (includes shipping). USRider Members 
receive double the quantity of any one shipment at no extra cost. 

EZSigns Online.com 
Personalized farm signs are an excellent and affordable way to 

enhance your home or farm entrance. EZSigns Online.com uses 
all maintenance-free materials. Use its easy-to-navigate, secure 
website to “build” your sign online by choosing the size, style, 
color, font, graphics, etc. These signs also make great gifts for any 
type of farm, kennel, business, or residence. USRider Members 
receive a 10% discount on all sign orders, plus free shipping. 

Tack & Equipment
Stagecoach West 

Stagecoach West opened in 1977 as a small tack-supply store. 
As word spread about its excellent customer service, the company 
grew, as did its reputation for quality and price. Stagecoach West 
is one of the largest outlets for horse and rider supplies in the 
country. Its online catalog offers an array of products. USRider 
Members receive 10% discount on every order over $50 (exclud-
ing saddles). 

E-Z Up Stirrup Extender 
E-Z Up Stirrup Extender Company produces three distinctive 

products for the horse enthusiast. The E-Z Up Stirrup Extender 
drops your stirrup three inches at the push of a button, then locks 
into position with a lift of the toe. The LegSaver Stirrup Swivels 
allow your stirrups to swivel 360 degrees to minimize ankle, knee, 
and hip stress. The E-Z Up LegSaver combination marries the two 
technologies for easy mounting and dismounting, and enhances 
riding comfort. USRider Members receive free shipping with any 
order. USR
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