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Wintertime travel with horses is less 
frequent than hauling during warmer 
months, but it does happen. “While 
trailering horses in the winter isn’t all 
that different from trailering any time 
of the year, you do need to make a 
few adjustments for hauling in cold 
weather,” says equine-travel expert 
Neva Kittrell Scheve.

During winter months, it’s especially 
important to maintain your tow vehicle 
according to the manufacturer’s service 
schedule. Take your vehicle to a trusted 
mechanic certified with the National 
Institute for Automotive Service  
Excellence. 

Check tire pressure before and 
during each wintertime trip. “This is 
especially important with temperature 
changes,” notes Scheve. If you’re trav-
eling from a warm climate to a cold 
climate, air pressure in your tires will 
drop, or when traveling from a cold 
climate into a warm climate, the air 
pressure will rise. Tires typically lose 
or gain one pound of air pressure per 
each 10-degree temperature change.

Add the following to your vehicle’s 
emergency kit: a shovel; sand; a red 
flag; horse blankets; human blankets; 
a candle; matches or a lighter; and 
tire chains. Check weather reports, 
and plan accordingly. In many states, 
you can dial 5-1-1 for travel condi-
tions and road closures. 

Weather and driving conditions 
can change rapidly. Be aware of your 
environment, and keep track of the 
driving conditions ahead. A good rule 
of thumb: “Rain, ice, and snow: take 
it slow.” 

During winter months, traction tires 

are recommended. In some states 
and on some highways, vehicles over 
10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight 
rating must carry chains from Novem-
ber 1 through March 31. Check with 
your state Department of Transporta-
tion or Department of Motor Vehicles 
for more information.

If you drive during rainy, icy, or 
snowy weather, follow these tips:

visibility.
-

plows.

to allow more stopping room. 

curves, ramps, bridges, and inter-
changes. 

lane changes, braking, and acceler-
ating. 

roads. 

weather. USR

Program ICE Contacts 
Program your emergency contact information into your cell phone, and desig-

nate it with the acronym ICE, for In Case of Emergency. These contacts will help 
emergency responders to identify victims and determine who needs to 
be notified. 

Also, store emergency contact information in your tow vehicle. 
To facilitate this, USRider has developed an In Case of Emer-
gency form and posted it online for you to print out. Simply 
fill in the blanks, and store the documents in the tow 
vehicle as well as in the trailer. Additional safety 
recommendations, as well as a Limited Power 
of Attorney for Animal Welfare form, are 
posted on the USRider Equestrian Motor 
Plan website. USR

Winter-Travel Tips In winter, weather 
and driving condi-
tions can change 
rapidly. Be aware 
of your environ-
ment, and keep 
track of the driving 
conditions ahead. 
Be sure to turn on 
your headlights to 
increase visibility.

CLiX PHOTO 
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Imagine what would happen if your 
trailer became disconnected from 
your tow vehicle, and your emergency 
breakaway system battery was fully 
discharged. Disaster!

When a breakaway system is work-
ing properly, it’ll lock the trailer brakes 
automatically if your trailer becomes 
disconnected from your tow vehicle. 
To ensure your breakaway system is 
in good working order, follow these 
safety tips:

system for proper operation annually.

check the current in the battery. A 
-

nel at most auto-parts stores can 
perform this test. Replace old or weak 
batteries.

for the breakaway system. Replace 
the cable if it’s showing any signs of 
wear.

battery terminals clean. A small wire 
brush and dielectric grease will help 
maintain an excellent electrical con-
nection. Remove the battery if you 
store your trailer, or don’t use it for 
extended periods. Store the battery in 
a warm area, away from children.

breakaway system. Consult your 
owner’s manual, or check with the 
trailer manufacturer.

caps, maintain acid levels by adding 

when adding water; wear protective 

allow a battery to remain discharged 
for extended periods. A 12-volt bat-
tery is considered totally discharged 
when it measures below 11.9 volts. 
Check voltage with a digital voltmeter.

These systems can be installed on 
your tow vehicle to charge your bat-
tery every time you tow.

a charging system that provides a 

“float” charge for extended times 
when your trailer isn’t in use. Fre-

battery systems with built-in chargers 
and battery status LEDs. USR  

SAFETY NEW
S

Tips to Avoid Tire Failure (Blow-Outs)

faulty air valves, uneven tire wear, overall tire wear, and damage. Old, dry-
rotted tires will fail; it’s just a matter of when!

 
three years regardless of mileage.

replace valve stems; for metal valve 
stems, replace the valve core.

your trailer; never use automobile 
tires on a horse trailer.

volume dealers. Don’t buy tires that 
have been on the shelf for a long 
time; they’re “old” when you buy 
them new.

loss in tire pressure so you can take 
preventative action. USR

To avoid early tire failure, 
know and maintain the cor-
rect tire pressure on all tires.

Caring for Breakaway System Batteries

Turn page for more

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 



USRider is heavily involved in the 
issue of Large Animal Emergency 
Rescue as its adopted philanthropy. 
During several rescue-training sessions 
sponsored by USRider, representatives 
have inspected many trailer brands, 
including several that were new. These 
representatives have noted a trend of 
wiring deficiencies and failures among 
horse trailers. These include: 

metal edges.

wires.

protective tubing.

installed in loops or left hanging, or 
length of wire so short that it’ll often 
disconnect with the slightest move-
ment.
USRider is further convinced of the 

need for improved wiring systems 
based on the number of service calls 
the company receives due to wiring 

of roadside troubles, wiring issues 
do contribute to a significant number 
of roadside problems for members. 
Because of this, USRider encourages 
improved protection of wiring through 
better wiring practices at the manufac-
turing level.

USRider urges manufacturers of 
horse trailers to improve their wir-

constantly when being towed, so it’s 
imperative that proper wiring tech-
niques be used to ensure the correct 
and continual functioning of a trailer’s 

electrical systems.
As a horse owner, you also need to 

be more aware about wiring issues. 
Regardless of your trailer’s age and 
condition, have it thoroughly inspected 
for inferior wiring by a competent 
professional, including an under-trailer 
inspection. Then check for proper 
function of marker lights, turn signals, 
brake lights, and other electrical con-
nections prior to leaving, as well as 
periodically during trips.

functioning properly on your horse 

to properly signal turns and stops, you 
put yourself and your horses at great 

risk for being rear-
ended by another 
motorist. 

the wires connect-
ed to the brakes 
malfunction, the 
brakes could 
lock, causing an 

that controls lighting malfunctions, it 
could also affect the lights on your tow 
vehicle. 

-
rial on the back of your trailer to help 
prevent it from becoming invisible in 
the dark if the lighting does fail.

Tire-Safety Strategy

to minimize that time.” 
Statistics indicate that tire failure is the most common cause of roadside dis-

replacement of two tires on the same side of a trailer was required, either due to 
encountering the same road hazard or the failure of one tire causing the failure 
of a second,” Cole reports.

longer to remedy. 
USRider will have 
to locate a second 
tire and have it 
delivered to the 

a second spare, we 
can resolve your 
disablement simply 
and promptly.

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 

HEIDI NYLAND PHOTO 

The side of the road is a dangerous 
place to be. If two tires fail, be prepared 

by carrying two spares. 

Trailer-Wiring Upgrades Urged 

After you hook up 
your trailer lights, 
make sure all are 

fully functional.



®

SAFETY NEWS
MR. TRUCK

HAULING HINTS
MEMBER STORY

DESTINATIONS
USR COMMUNITY

TRAILER CLINIC
ON-THE-GO GEAR

USR PROGRAMS

E-MAIL US SEND TO  
A FRIEND

SUBSCRIBE 
NOW FREE!

RETURN TO  
HOME PAGE 

A leading cause of trailer disable-
ments and accidents is lack of proper 
maintenance. Invest time in preven-
tive trailer maintenance to help avoid 
emergencies and to keep your trailer 
in optimal shape. Here are 16 trailer-
maintenance tips from equine-travel 
expert Neva Kittrell Scheve.

1.  Remove and inspect all wheels and 
hubs or brake drums.

2.  Inspect suspension for wear.
3.  Check tightness of hanger bolt, 

shackle bolt, and U-bolt nuts per 
recommended torque values.

4.  Check brake linings, brake drums, 
and armature faces for excessive 
wear or scoring.

5.  Check brake magnets with an 
ohmmeter. The magnets should 
measure 3.2 ohms. If shorted or 
worn excessively, replace.

6.   Lubricate all brake moving parts 
with a high-temperature brake 
lubricant.

7.  Remove any rust from braking 
surfaces and armature surface of 
drums.

 8.   Inspect oil or grease seals for wear 
or nicks. Replace if necessary.

 9.  Inspect and service axles (wheel 
bearings) annually, or every 12,000 
miles, regardless of mileage, due 
to moisture buildup. Moisture 
dilutes grease and makes it less 
effective.

 10.  Check the wheel bearings for 
moisture build-up annually, or 
every 12,000 miles, regardless of 
mileage.

 11.  Inspect trailer wiring and lighting. 
 12.   Inspect door latches, and grease 

the doors. 

 13.   Inspect the floor (first remove any 
rubber mats).

14.  Inspect and lubricate mechanical 
moving parts, such as the hitch 
and suspension. 

 15.  If your trailer has been sitting for a 
while, check for wasp nests, spider 
webs, and any other creatures.

 16.  Check and restock the contents of 
equine and human first-aid kits. 
(For a list of recommended first-
aid-kit items, visit USRider  
Equestrian Motor Plan.)

Cell-Phone Safety 
An increased reliance on cell phones has led to a rise in the number of people 

who use them while driving. A survey released by the Nationwide Mutual Insur-
ance Company in January 2007 found that 73 percent of the 1,200 drivers inter-
viewed talk on cell phones while driving. Unfortunately, countless others use cell 
phones to read and send text messages while driving.

Talking on your cell phone — or worse, texting — spells danger when it distracts 
you from driving your tow vehicle. Hauling demands close attention. Not only do 

you need to watch what you’re doing, but you 
also have to keep an eye on other drivers and on 
road conditions. To do this, you must focus on 
driving.

Use extreme caution with cell phones when 
driving, especially when trailering your horse. 
Make every effort to move to a safe place off 
the road before answering an incoming call or 
placing an outgoing call. In an emergency, use 
your best judgment based on the urgency of the 
situation.

SAFETY NEW
S

CLIX PHOTO 

As part of your trailer-maintenance routine, 
inspect and lubricate mechanical moving parts, 

such as the hitch (shown) and suspension.

Use extreme caution with 
cell phones when driving, 
especially when trailering 
your horse.

Trailer-Maintenance Tips



Become a USRider Member!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
members are covered in any vehicle they 
are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are truly committed to the 
welfare and safety of our members and 
their horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Designed with  
You in Mind

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance
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As a member of the North Ameri-
can Trail Riders Conference, Region IV, 
I volunteer and compete throughout 
our four-state region of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.

In late September 2008, my Quar-
ter Horse, Whiskey, was sidelined 
recovering from an illness, so compe-
tition was out. Instead, I’d volunteered 
to deliver some saddle-rack awards to 
the Wilburton, Oklahoma, race, about 
two hours away. This would also give 
me an excuse to watch one of the 
Quarter Horses that I bred and raised 
for competition (Brandy) in his first 
race with his new rider, Kate.

Early Sunday morning, I headed out 
in my truck. Driving along, I noticed a 
fog bank seemed to be following me. 
Then I realized it wasn’t fog — it was 
steam coming from my truck! With my 
eye on the temperature gauge, I got 
off the highway. 

All sorts of things went through 
my mind: I’ve busted a radiator hose. 
Thank goodness I’m not hauling a 
horse. How am I going to get this 
fixed on a Sunday morning?

Several years ago, I’d investigated 
emergency roadside services for those 
of us who trailer horses. A NATRC 
friend suggested USRider, so I enrolled. 

Now, I grabbed my card and dialed 
the 800 number. Thankfully, help was 
on the way. Lisa from USRider told me 
that Robert would look at the truck and 
could fix it on the spot. I thought, a 
new water hose, and I’ll be on my way! 

Wrong!
Robert arrived, assessed the situ-

ation, and promptly pronounced my 
whole water pump dead. After a quick 

trip to the auto parts store and a call 
for reinforcements (Jim), repairs be-
gan. I stayed out of the way while they 
efficiently did the job. 

Throughout the disablement,  
USRider representatives called to 
make sure I was okay and that repairs 
were underway. I assured them that 
Robert and Jim were taking good care 
of me and my truck.

I learned that Robert and Jim do 
this for a living — going into the field 
and repairing big rigs — so fixing my 
truck was no big deal for them. 

I was back on the road by 1:30 p.m. 
Figuring I could still make the awards, 
I headed out with an eye on the tem-
perature gauge. It never faltered.

I arrived in time to hand over the 
saddle racks, get the latest gossip, 
and visit my boy Brandy. He and Kate 
placed first in their class! If not for US-

Rider saving the day, I wouldn’t have 
been there to share the event.

Whiskey and I are now back in com-
petition. The truck hasn’t faltered since 
Robert and Jim fixed it. And Kate and 
Brandy continue to place well in races.

And now, I have complete confi-
dence in the services of USRider. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda R.  
Lamar, Arkansas

Has USRider Come to Your Rescue?
We’d love to have more stories, 
photographs, and short videos from 
our members. If USRider has come to 
your rescue, please send materials to 
memberservice@usrider.org. If we use 
them, we’ll send you a small gift. USR 

MEMBER STORY

USRider member Linda R. with Brandy, 
a Quarter Horse she bred and raised for 
competitive trail riding.

Trailer Tip
Backing your rig isn’t so hard 
once you know the secret. 
Put your hand on the bottom 
of the steering wheel. If you 
want the back of the trailer 
to go to the left, turn your 
hand to the left. If you want 
the back of the trailer to go 
to the right, turn your hand 
to the right. If you want the 
trailer to move sharply, turn 
the steering wheel before you 
move the tow vehicle. If you 
want to turn more gradually, 
turn the steering wheel as the 
vehicle is moving.
– Neva Kittrell Scheve  

www.equispirit.com



People often go to great lengths 
to try to determine why their horses 
won’t go into a trailer. In reality, you’ll 
probably never know. But the bot-
tom line is this: If your horse doesn’t 
walk into the trailer on cue, then he 
hasn’t learned to load on cue. So we’ll 
break down this process and focus on 
teaching—or reteaching—your horse 
the individual pieces.

The Basics
Basically, to load a horse into a 

trailer, you point his nose in the trailer 
and give him a signal to “go forward.” 
It works just like that when he’s been 
trained. But getting to that stage re-
quires some work.

Your first job is to teach the “go 
forward” signal and then to practice 
it enough so your horse obeys, even 
when he’d rather not. The second is 
closing off the other options, so he 
realizes that stepping forward into the 
trailer is what you want him to do. 

You’ll practice the cues you need 
before you even get close to the trailer. 
Then you’ll approach the trailer in a 
way that tells your horse you’re not 
about to overwhelm him. You’ll ask 
him to take a step forward, and you’ll 
show him that the options other than 
stepping into the trailer aren’t available 
to him.

Here’s an important point, though: 
You don’t have to get the horse into 
the trailer in one lesson. Don’t declare 
war on him. He’s your partner, and 
you want to work cooperatively on the 
various parts of the loading lesson until 
he loads and unloads calmly and on 
command.

The Right Tools
Begin by putting a snaffle bridle on 

your horse. You’ll have much better 
control with the bridle than with a hal-
ter. You might find it easiest to remove 
the reins and clip a lead rope to the left 
side of the bit.

Next, put boots on the horse’s legs 
to protect them should he scrape him-
self on the trailer or accidentally knock 
one leg with the other. You’ll also need 
a stiff, dressage-type whip about three 
feet long. This is used to lightly tap 
the horse’s hip to signal him to move 
forward.

BY JOHN LYONS WITH
MAUREEN GALLATIN

Before you begin these exercises, under-
stand that you don’t have to get your 
horse in the trailer in one lesson. 

Practice the “go forward” cue away from 
the trailer until you and your horse have 
it down pat.

Put boots on your horse to protect his 
legs. When he steps off the trailer, his 
foot may go underneath the edge.
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TRAILER CLINIC

Even if your horse normally walks 
forward with your voice or body 
language cues, you should teach him a 
physical “go forward” cue to reinforce 
the other cues. It will also give you 
a way to reward the horse instantly 
when he makes the slightest move in 
the correct direction.

Go Forward
To teach the “go forward” cue, stand 

facing the horse’s left shoulder. With 
your left hand, hold the lead rope a 
few inches below your horse’s chin to 
prevent him from turning left or right. 
Hold the dressage whip in your right 
hand, and tap the top of your horse’s 
hip, continuing the taps until he takes a 
step forward. Stopping the taps at the 
right time is the most important part of 
what you’re doing.

After teaching this cue from both 
the left and the right, take your horse 
into various situations and practice it. 

For instance, you can “load” him into 
his stall or into the wash rack or onto 
a tarp.

With practice, your horse will 
respond when you merely point to 
his hip, but if he doesn’t step forward 

within two seconds, begin tapping. 
The moment he steps forward, stop 
tapping. After a few steps, use the lead 
rope to ask the horse to stop, then pet 
him and praise him.

Turn page for more

Approaching the trailer isn’t a scary 
event if you’ve done your pre-work away 
from the trailer.

John encourages Seattle to put one foot 
onto the trailer. The whip gives a cue, but 
doesn’t intimidate.

Don’t worry if your horse gets slightly 
out of position. Keep his nose pointed in, 
and his body will follow.



The Approach
Hook your trailer to your truck 

and drive to a level spot where you 
have plenty of area to work. Close the 
front and side doors, and open the 
roof vents to allow for air movement. 
Remove any feed because that will be 
a distraction from your cues. Open the 
back doors and stabilize the divider. 
If you have a slant-load trailer, clip 
the partition open so it doesn’t move 
around. With the trailer prepped and 
the preliminary training done, you’re 
ready to approach with your horse.

Begin away from the trailer and ask 
your horse to go forward toward the 
trailer. Pet him the moment he steps 
forward. As you approach the trailer, 
there will be a spot where he stops, 
perhaps 20 feet from the trailer. Allow 
him to stop, and pet him there. That’s 
the outside edge of his comfort zone 
right now. He’s done everything right, 
and by allowing him to stand, you’re 
telling him that he’s safe there. If things 
get too stressful up at the trailer, this is 
the place you’ll come back to for cue 
practice.

When you feel that you have a 90% 
chance of success, ask him to walk 

forward. He’ll likely go a few steps 
and stop again. His comfort zone has 
stretched a little, and that’s good. 
Again, let him stand there and relax. 
Repeat this process as often as needed 
to work your way up to the trailer.

Along the way, your horse may show 
the beginning signs of evasion tactics. 
Don’t get mad. Just show him that this 
isn’t the option you want and continue 
the lesson. Be willing to accept each 
movement, one at a time. If he makes 
a small move to pull away to the right, 
realize that he’s likely to make a larger 
move of that same type at the trailer.

At the Trailer
Walk your horse up to the trailer 

or ramp and point his nose into the 
trailer. Your left hand will keep the 
nose pointed into the trailer, but don’t 
use it to try to pull the horse into the 
trailer. The horse’s back end will tell his 
front end to step forward.

Allow the horse to stand with his 
nose facing into the trailer and pet him. 
You want the horse’s head at a relaxed 
level, about wither height. If it’s higher 
than that, chances are he’s thinking 
backward rather than forward. 

When you feel that there’s a 90% 
chance the horse will step forward, use 

the “go forward” cue. All you want is 
one step, and chances are that it will 
be with a hind foot. After one or two 
steps, ask the horse to stop. Pet him 
and allow him to stand.

After a few moments, pick up the 
lead rope and pull it lightly toward the 
horse’s chest to ask him to step back. 
Release the rope the moment he leans 
back. Pet him when he makes the step.

When you think he’s ready, ask him 
to step forward. Just one step. Do not 
allow the horse to walk into the trailer. 
He may drop his head or perhaps paw 
at the ground or trailer. That’s fine. 
Some horses paw the ramp or the 
floorboard several times before they 
even think of stepping on it. Those 
are good, forward thoughts and you’ll 
want to reward them.

If instead of stepping forward, the 
horse tries to back up, go with him. 
Continue tapping his hip, or if need be, 
ask him to do a hips over so he doesn’t 
back out of your control. Begin from 
where he stopped, asking him to ap-
proach the trailer again.

Using the cues and timing you’ve 
taught him, you’ll eventually end up at 
the trailer door again with the horse’s 
nose facing into the trailer. That’s good. 
Pet him there and begin again.

continued

Two feet in is a good progression. Allow 
your horse to stand for a minute before 
backing off.

Stepping up and back down with that 
third foot can be worrisome for some 
horses.

When you ask your horse to back out,  
he may take tiny steps until he finds  
the edge.
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Into the Trailer
Have the horse step one foot onto 

the trailer, leave it there, and step it off 
on cue at least 25 times. When he can 
do that in a relaxed manner, leaving 
his foot on the trailer until you ask him 
to step off, then you’re ready for the 
second front foot.

Ask him to step the first foot onto 
the trailer, and then ask him to go 
forward again. When he has two front 
feet on the trailer, pet him, allow him 
to stand, and then ask him to back out.

Do this at least 25 times. You may 
have to do it 200 times, varying the 
amount of time the horse stands in the 
trailer, until he’ll wait for your signal 
to back off. You’re teaching him to be 
patient in the trailer and to back off 
calmly, so don’t rush through this step.

When you feel the horse is ready, 
ask him to step his two front feet into 
the trailer, then ask him to go forward 
again. Stop tapping the moment that a 
hind foot moves forward. It may take 
lots of little steps before the horse is 
ready to put a third foot in the trailer.

Control each step and do not allow 
the horse to step fully into the trailer. 
It’s important to go through this three-
feet-on step because this is the time 
that the horse learns how to step down 

as he’s backing off.
Ask the horse to step forward until 

he raises one hind foot and rests it on 
the trailer floor. If he tries to back off, 
ask him to step forward again. Allow 
him to stand for just a moment, then 
ask him to back. When he seems confi-
dent about this step, you can allow him 
to bring all four feet into the trailer, but 
don’t let him rush forward to the front.

Stepping down is the scariest part 
for the horse because he doesn’t know 
where the ground is. Allow him to take 
his time. He may try to step down and 
then step up again. Just pet him and 
guide him. Ask him to back off the 
trailer a moment before he tries it on 
his own. That way he’ll learn to wait for 
your signal.

Now it’s a matter of practice to get 
the horse comfortable getting in and 
out of the trailer, waiting patiently in 
there, and becoming familiar with all 
the trailer noises. Practice loading and 
unloading, sometimes asking for one 
foot up, sometimes for three or four 
feet. Mix it up so the horse learns to be 
confident with your signals.

The Haul
After he’s comfortable getting into 

the trailer, staying there, and coming 

back out on cue, then it’s time to begin 
closing him in. Prior to this point, you 
should have made plenty of noise, 
rocked the trailer from side to side, and 
banged the doors frequently.

Once the doors are closed, you can 
tie the horse’s head, though only if he’s 
been taught to give to pressure. When 
you’ve been through this whole routine 
about 200 times, you’re ready for your 
first trip. Fire up the truck and ease 
forward about 20 feet. Stop the truck 
and turn it off. Congratulations! You’ve 
just finished your first haul! USR

John Lyons’ ability to inspire, teach 
others, and lead has influenced the 
horse industry for three decades. His 
teaching methods have influenced 
every breed at every level of perfor-
mance. Through books, videos, DVDs, 
television, magazine and newspaper 
articles, clinics, symposiums, expos, 
and demonstrations, his training 
methods have passed from one horse 
owner to another for many years.

To date, more than 250 professional 
trainers have attended his certification 
program in Parachute, Colorado. Many 
of these trainers today are clinicians at 
Expos around the world, passing along 
John’s training techniques.

For these 
reasons and 
more, John 
Lyons has 
long been 
known as 
“America’s 
Most Trusted 
Horseman.”

TRAILER CLINIC

The key to building your horse´s  
confidence is controlling each step  
in and out. 

Banging the butt bar against the wall 
can help familiarize your horse with 
noises in the trailer.



 Perform a visual in-
spection. Before each trip, 
perform a visual check of 
your entire trailer. Look under 
the trailer for anything out 
of place or broken. Look for 
cracked welds, loose wires, 
and missing parts and bolts.  
If you have a steel trailer, look 
for and repair any rust. 

 Check the floor and 
doors. Check the floor and 
door latches. Check floor-
boards for rot or breaks; 
replace bad boards. Regularly pull 
out the floor mats to clean and dry 
the floor. Every year, apply sealer to 
wooden floorboards. Regularly clean 
aluminum floors. 

 Check wires, lights, and brakes. 
Plug your trailer into your tow vehicle. 
Make sure the plugs match and that all 
the lights work correctly. Check visible 
wiring. Then check brake operation: 
Drive forward slowly, and manually 
apply the trailer brake controller. Make 
sure the brake controller is adjusted 
properly. Your trailer should stop with 
your tow vehicle. If it drags or pushes 
your vehicle, the brake controller 
needs adjusting. 

 Check the hitch. Check the 
coupler latch and springs (if the hitch 
has them). Before you hitch up, lightly 
grease the coupler’s ball socket. The 
coupler should work freely, making it 
easy to connect and disconnect your 
trailer. 

 Check the chains. Make sure your 
safety chains are the correct length and 
rating. Adjust the safety chains to hold 
your trailer first if it comes unhooked, 

so you can use the trailer brake con-
troller in your cab to slow the trailer 
under your control. Cross the safety 
chains under the coupler; chains can 
“catch” the trailer tongue if the tongue 
comes unhooked. 

Check the breakaway cable and 
battery. The breakaway cable must 
be attached to your tow vehicle. Fully 
charge and connect the breakaway bat-
tery. Make sure the breakaway switch 
is functioning correctly. 

Check tires and wheels. Invest in 
a good tire gauge, and check the tire 
pressure on all tires. (One good gauge 
is the Pressure Pro; 800/959-3505; 
www.advantagepressurepro.com.) 
Check all tires for uneven wear. Make 
sure the lug nuts are tight. Make sure 
your tires have at least one-quarter-
inch of tread. Check tires for dry rot. 
Perform normal maintenance on wheel 
bearings. 

Check the jack. Invest in a good 
bottle jack for your trailer and tow 
vehicle. The drive-on ramp jacks for 
trailers are safe and fast. Inspect the 
trailer jack for any bending, cracking, 
or broken parts. Check the oil level on 

hydraulic jacks, and check 
hoses for leaks. 

Apply safety reflectors. 
The law requires trailers to 
sport reflective tape. Also in-
vest in “caution horses” reflec-

tive signs. Large reflective horse decals 
are also recommended, as they’re 
highly visible. (One good source for all 
reflective products is Caution Horses; 
800/970-0529; www.cautionhorses.
com.) USR

H. Kent Sundling (a.k.a Mr. Truck;  
www.mrtruck.com) is a well-known 
automotive journalist, reviewing trucks, 
trailers, and accessories for magazines 

and websites. 
He travels the 
country test-
driving new 
trucks, towing 
trailers, and 
reviewing 
horse-trailer 
factories. 

Before you load your horse 
for a trip of any length, per-
form this nine-point inspection 
on your rig. First, do a visual 
inspection.

BY H. KENT SUNDLING
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SmartPak Equine 
No need to haul awkwardly sized supplement con-
tainers on the road: SmartPak from SmartPak Equine 
puts your horse’s supplements and medications into 
custom-made, premeasured, daily-dose packs. Indi-
vidual wells keep products separated and are sealed 
to maintain potency. Available as 28-day supply; refills 
delivered automatically. More than 300 brand-name 
supplements available. Cost: $7.95 flat-rate shipping; 
other costs vary based on product.

Portable Feeder
Feed your horse at your trailer with 
the Cashel Hay Bag. Durable Cordura 
nylon Hay Bag features top and bot-
tom straps to keep it in place as your 
horse eats. Mesh bottom allows dust 
to sift out. Available in black, burgun-
dy, green, navy, red, and camouflage. 
Cost: $27.95.

On-the-Road Corral 
Perfect for any horse hauler, Carri-Lite Corrals, a portable  

corral system from Spur Innovation, features panels that are 
made from high-impact resin, and telescope up to one-sixth  
their size for easy transport and storage. Pins lock panels to-
gether and maintain their geometric shape. The corral can stand 
alone, or attach to your trailer with brackets. Four- and five-foot 
panel heights available. Cost: From $689, plus shipping (com-
plete unit includes eight panels and rods, locking pins, hook-and-
loop fastener straps, trailer brackets, stake kit, and manufacturer  
warranty).

Versatile Hitch 
Simplify towing with the Tow & Stow Receiver Hitch from 

B&W Trailer Hitches, which eliminates the need for 
multiple ball mounts; simply rotate the ball to the de-
sired size. The hitch, which fits any standard 
two- inch receiver hitch, offers high-quality 

construction and stows under your 
vehicle when not in use. Available 

in dual- or tri-ball configuration. 
Designed for rigs with 10,000-
pound gross vehicle weight; 

1,000-pound tongue weight. 
Cost: Contact your local dealer.



you want to get 
away, but not 
too far away, and 
you’re the kind 
of traveler who 
prefers to fend 
for yourself, then 
Fiddler’s Green 
Ranch may be 
just the place for 
you. And if you’d 
like to do some 
trail riding in 
the scenic Ocala 
National Forest, then Fiddler’s Green is 
definitely the place for you.

Located in Altoona, at the south end 
of the 400,000-acre Ocala National For-
est in Lake County, Fiddler’s Green of-

fers a natural, rus-
tic setting for the 
outdoor-minded 
and independent 
traveler. 

Restful Days 
At Fiddler’s 

Green, the days 
are yours to do 
with what you 
wish — reading on 
the deck, fishing 

in the lake, or go-
ing on a trail ride. 
There’s also a 
tennis court and a 
screened-in pool. 

You prepare 
your own meals in 
the fully equipped 
kitchen, and an 
outdoor barbeque 
is provided. You 
can also drive to 
a restaurant in 
nearby towns, 
such as The Vil-
lages, Umatilla, 
Eustis, or even 
Orlando and Day-
tona Beach.

The 26-acre Fiddler’s Green is 
a serene setting far away from the 
hustle-bustle of city life. Situated just 
off County Road 42 and Highway 19 in 
Altoona, the ranch provides a sooth-
ing green space in which to unwind. 

There are four villas, ranging from 
three bedrooms to a one-bedroom 
efficiency, available for weekly rent-
als. The décor is Southwestern and 
Western, comfortable and rustic. These 
are basically homes away from home, 
including such necessities as a televi-
sion and a washer/dryer.  

The ranch also has six recreational-
vehicle campsites with full hook-ups. 
The campsites are particularly popular 
in the winter, as trail-riding enthusiasts 

BY JOANN GUIDRY 
~ PHOTOS BY CINDY MIKELL 
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escape the cold weather of the north-
ern states.  

For your horse, there are two barns, 
turnout paddocks, and a covered riding 
arena. The ranch also owns some rid-
ing horses and will make arrangements 
to take guests on guided trail rides into 
the neighboring Ocala National Forest. 
However, the ranch doesn’t offer day 
rides to the general public.

Miles of Trails
Next to solitude, the best thing Fid-

dler’s Green has going for it is direct 

access to 100 miles of forest trails. 
From the barn, we rode around the 
fishing lake to a back gate that opened 
onto a trail. We followed that short trail 
down a tree-lined country road, then 
crossed into the forest. We meandered 
for hours along sandy trails, mostly 
in the shade of oaks and pines, and 
circled around a small lake. 

The trails appeared to be well-
marked, but initially, it’s best to ride 
with someone who knows the trails. 
It’s easy to get distracted while riding, 
particularly on a beautiful day, and find 

yourself lost in the forest.
Once back safely at Fiddler’s Green, 

you just might want to grill a few ham-
burgers on the sun-deck barbeque, sit 
back, and enjoy the peace and quiet of 
the ranch. USR

For more information, visit Fiddler’s 
Green Ranch, or call (800) 947-2624.

DESTINATIONS

Fiddler’s Green Ranch is 
located at the south end 
of the scenic 400,000-acre 
Ocala National Forest in 
Lake County, Florida. It 
offers direct access to 100 
miles of forest trails that 
meander around lakes, 
shaded by oaks and pines. 
“Initially, it’s best to ride 
with someone who knows 
the trails,” says Joann 
Guidry. “It’s easy to get 
distracted while riding, 
particularly on a beautiful 
day, and find yourself lost 
in the forest.” Click on the 
photo at left for a  
slideshow of Fiddler's 
Green photos.



If the tough economy has thwarted 
your plans for that new horse trailer 
this year, consider a well-cared-for, 
well-designed used trailer. Here are 10 
tips.

Put your 
horse’s safety and comfort first. Look at 
the trailer from his point of view. Avoid 
dark, stuffy trailers. Look for a roomy, 

well-ventilated, well-lit trailer with a 
safe, sturdy design.   

 Inspect the 
trailer for sharp edges, sharp tie rings, 
and other things that could injure your 
horse. 

 Avoid steep, 
slippery ramps. Look for ramps that 
are easy to lift. Ideally, the design 
should allow you to access each horse 
individually and be unloaded without 
unloading the others. Look for quick-
release dividers, bars, and center posts. 

 
Some surface rust on steel trailers is 
acceptable if it isn’t in a structural area; 
it’s usually an easy fix. Lift the mats, 
and check the floor. Avoid wood floors 
with rotting or soft spots. Avoid alumi-
num trailers with any hint of corrosion. 

 Look for 
problems with the under-floor frame. 
Stay away from aluminum trailers that 
have corrosion or stress fractures in the 
frame or welds, or steel trailers with 
frame rust. Check the axles and the 
bolts that attach the axles to the trailer 
frame. 

Tires should be 
in excellent condition, and all should 
be the same size and brand. The tires 
should be marked ST (for “standard 
trailer”) and rated to carry the trailer’s 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). 
Uneven tire wear can point to an axle-
placement problem. Ask the owner 
how often the bearings were packed 
and the trailer was maintained. 

 Check the 
coupler for excessive wear; it shouldn’t 
be loose when attached to the tow-

BY TOM AND NEVA KITRELL SCHEVE

When buying a 
used trailer, look 

for a roomy, well-
ventilated, well-lit 

model with a safe, 
sturdy design.  

CLiX PHOTO 

Check the ramp. 
Avoid steep, slip-
pery ramps. Look 

for ramps that are 
easy to lift. Ideally, 
the design should 

allow you to ac-
cess each horse 

individually and be 
unloaded without 

unloading the 
others.
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vehicle ball. Safety chains should be in 
good condition. Look for an emergency 
breakaway brake with a rechargeable, 
replaceable battery. 

 
Make sure the gooseneck is high 
enough to clear your truck’s side rails 
and tailgate. An adjustable coupler 
helps, but older goosenecks may not 
be tall enough to clear the newer four-
wheel-drive trucks. 

 If the trailer is 
a really good deal, consider repairing 
minor problems. Note that it’s cheaper 
to repair a steel or hybrid trailer than 
an all-aluminum one. And some alumi-
num damage can never be restored to 
its original strength. It’s also cheaper to 
replace a wood floor than an alumi-
num one. Never spend more to fix up 
the trailer than the trailer will be worth 
if you re-sell it. If you have any doubts 
regarding the trailer’s condition, con-
sult a professional.

 Don’t buy 

the first trailer you see; shop around. 
The wrong trailer is no deal at any 
price. USR

Tom and Neva Scheve own EquiSpirit 
Trailers. They’ve written three books 
on horse trailers, including the nation-
ally recognized textbook The Complete 

Guide to Buying, Maintaining, and 
Servicing a Horse Trailer. They reside 
in Southern Pines, North Carolina. For 
more information, call (877) 575-1771, 
send an e-mail to tom@equispirit.com, 
or visit www.equispirit.com

HAULING HINTS

Don’t buy the first 
trailer you see; 
shop around. The 
wrong trailer is no 
deal at any price.

CLiX PHOTO 

Make sure the 
gooseneck is high 
enough to clear 
your truck’s side 
rails and tailgate.



While riding horses is the ultimate “back to nature experience,” 
transporting horses with heavy-duty vehicles can negatively impact the 
environment. With the increased focus on “going green,” USRider is 
pleased to offer its members the option of paperless billing. Not only will 
this make renewing your membership super easy, but it’ll also cut down 
on the amount of paper used and reduce the amount of mail you receive 
from the post office. 

In addition to saving valuable natural resources, this will save money. 
With the highest benefits of any motor plan, USRider is always looking 
for ways to keep our operating costs low and still maintain excellent 
service for our members.

Going paperless is easy and hassle-free. You won’t receive a pa-
per bill for your annual renewal, and you won’t have to worry about 
writing a check and finding a stamp. You’ll receive an e-mail message 
notifying you when your bill is ready for review online. Then you can 
simply use your credit card to pay online, call Member Services, or 
place a check in the mail. To sign up, contact Member Services at (800) 
844-1409 or memberservice@usrider.org, or go to USRider, and log on 
to your account. USR

As a member of USRider, you can 
count on fast, efficient help with one 
phone call. USRider provides emer-
gency roadside service to its members 
in the 48 contiguous United States, plus 
Alaska and Canada.

In addition to other unique benefits 
for the traveling equestrian, USRider 
provides emergency stabling referrals 
for its members. To enhance this service, 
USRider is seeking to expand its existing 
database of emergency stabling facilities 
that are available for use by members. 
Fellow equestrians in the United States 
and Canada are urged to assist us in this 
effort. If you’d be willing to help provide 

fellow traveling equestrians with emer-
gency stabling on a case-by-case basis, 
please log on to USRider, and become a 
stabling partner.

This stabling directory is available 
exclusively to USRider’s Member Care 
Specialists when a member has an 
emergency, as many of the stables 
in our directory aren’t commercial 
entities. USRider doesn’t offer trip 
planning.

If a member is involved in a report-
able accident while trailering, USRider 
will reimburse the member for emer-
gency stabling, veterinary care, and 
lodging. Certain restrictions apply. USR

USRider provides emergency stabling 
referrals for its members.

USRider offers paperless billing to cut paper use 
and save trees.
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USR COMMUNITY

If you travel with your horse, visit 
USRider for safety information. Our  
website is invaluable, unique, and avail-
able free of charge to USRider members 
and nonmembers alike.

 Information includes safety bulletins, 
news releases, trailer-safety tips, recom-

mended contents for an equine 
trailer first-aid kit, a pre-trip 

trailer checklist, and more. 

The website also provides non-members with a 
convenient source of information about USRider 
and its Equestrian Motor Plan, as well as an easy 
way to join online. 

USRider members may renew their member-
ships, update their contact information, add 
associates, view valuable money-saving offers, and 
much more, 24-7. Plus, our website uses the latest 
state-of-the-art security measures to ensure that 
private information is protected. USR

USRider provides a host of benefits 
to its member, from standard fea-
tures — such as flat-tire repair, battery 
assistance, lockout services, and free 
towing up to 100 miles — to services 
designed specifically for equestrians, 
including roadside repairs for tow 
vehicles and trailers with horses; vet-
erinary, farrier, and stabling referrals; 
and more.

When a member has a tow-vehicle-
associated disablement, USRider will 
tow the member’s vehicle, and trailer 
if needed, up to 100 miles free. In the 
rare situation that a member’s trailer is 
no longer capable of safely transporting 
horses, USRider will assist the member 
by locating and coordinating alternative 
transportation. However, the costs as-
sociated with such transportation will be 
the responsibility of the member.

For full details about the variety of 
services provided by USRider, please re-
fer to your Service Contract. If you have 
any questions about USRider’s program 

and its benefits, call our administrative 
offices, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
EST, (800) 844-1409; or send an e-mail 
to memberservice@usrider.org. USR

KENT & CHARLENE KRONE PHOTO
When a member has a disablement associated with his or her tow vehicle, USRider 
will tow the member’s vehicle, and trailer if needed, up to 100 miles free.

The USRider website is invaluable, unique, and 
available free of charge to USRider members 

and nonmembers alike. Turn page for more



Through its Leg-Up Fund, USRider 
commissioned a talented equine art-
ist to create Helping Hands, Helping 
Hearts, a vibrant painting featuring the 
spirit and bravery of emergency re-
sponders. Since its creation in January 
2002, USRider has held Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue as its philanthropic 
concern. It’s worked diligently to raise 
awareness of the need and provide 
training for large-animal emergency 
situations.

“In 2002, the issue was barely on the 
radar screen,” says Mark Cole, manag-
ing member of the USRider Equestrian 
Motor Plan. “We found that emergency 
responders, while trained experts in 
human rescue and extrication, had no 
training in large-animal rescue, so they 
were being put at great risk. More-
over, in many accidents and disasters, 

animals without life-threatening injuries 
were being injured further or even killed 
by incorrect rescue techniques.”

Each year, USRider donates a por-
tion of its profits to support education 
and awareness of the need for training 
in Large Animal Emergency Rescue. 
These annual donations are possible 
thanks to the support of USRider mem-
bers like you.

To enhance awareness and generate 
additional funding, USRider commis-
sioned famed equine artist David Pavlak 
to create a work of art celebrating brave 
responders. The result is a montage of 
six unique, real-life rescue scenes. “Da-
vid Pavlak, in his brilliance as an artist, 

truly captured this spirit,” adds Cole.
Prints are available exclusively from 

Collectors Gallery in both signed and 
unsigned editions, framed or unframed. 
Proceeds are donated to the Large Ani-
mal Rescue Endowment Fund at Eastern 
Kentucky University.

Horse owners are encouraged to 
join USRider in its endeavor to raise 
awareness by contributing to the Large 
Animal Rescue Endowment Fund at 
Eastern Kentucky University. Contribu-
tions may be sent to the Division of 
University Advancement, CPO 19A, 
Jones 324, Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, 521 Lancaster Ave., Richmond, KY 
40475-3102; (859) 622-1583. USR

USRider commissioned famed equine 
artist David Pavlak to create Helping 

Hands, Helping Hearts, a work of 
art celebrating brave Large Animal 

Emergency Rescue responders.

Equine artist David Pavlak
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Use extra caution when driving on 
toll roads, throughways, and turnpikes. 
Many restricted-access roadways have 
an operating authority that uses des-
ignated service providers motorists on 
such roadways must use. 

“This makes our job very difficult,” 
says Ali Crain, director of operations for 
USRider. “Our members can call us for 
help on these roadways, but our options 
and our abilities to service them are 
extremely limited. This means we can’t 
always send help with our customary 
quick response time.”

Another downside: Many designated 

service providers require payment at 
the time of service, and some may even 
require cash. Moreover, these providers 
usually must be summoned by law-
enforcement authorities, which USRider 
coordinates for its members.

Long roadside waits are especially 
grueling when traveling with horses. The 
animals may become dehydrated, sick, 
or panicked, leading to a host of other 
problems. Crain advises those who 
travel on restricted-access roadways to 
carry extra cash, stock up on water and 
food for their horses, and know that 
their motor plan, including USRider, 

may be limited in the service that it can 
provide. USR

The most frequent disablement 
encountered by USRider members 
when trailering is a flat trailer tire. In 
these cases, a service provider can be 
dispatched to mount a spare tire on the 
trailer and get the member back on the 
road quickly. However, with other more 
complicated disablements, a member’s 
trailer and/or tow vehicle might need to 
be towed to a repair shop.

When a USRider member is broken 
down with a large tow vehicle and horse 
trailer on the side of the highway, it’s a 

dangerous situation. It’s crucial to either 
get the member’s vehicle repaired and 
back underway, or to tow them to a 
place of safety as quickly as possible.

Through its Equestrian Motor Plan, 
USRider provides the most generous 
towing/winch-out benefit in the motor-
plan industry. When a member’s vehicle 
can’t be started or driven, the vehicle 
and/or trailer will be towed up to 100 
miles free to the member’s destination 
of choice. The towing benefit is limited 
to $400 per incident. If a second tow ve-

hicle is needed for an incident, USRider 
provides an additional towing benefit of 
up to $400.

In the event a member’s vehicle or 
trailer needs to be winched, USRider 
offers a winch-out benefit of up to $200 
per incident. Should the member’s 
vehicle or trailer require towing after be-
ing winched, the winch-out costs will be 
subtracted from the towing benefit.

If you need towing beyond your 
benefit limit, USRider will gladly coordi-
nate such services; however, you’ll be 
responsible for any costs above your 
plan benefits. USR

Through its Equestrian Motor Plan, 
USRider provides the most generous 
towing/winch-out benefit in the motor-
plan industry.

Use extra caution when driving on toll 
roads, throughways, and turnpikes. Your 
motor plan, including USRider, may be 
limited in the service that it can provide.
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As a member of USRider, you 
have access to Winner’s Circle 

Advantage, the ever-growing mem-
bers-only benefits program created exclusively for USRider 
members. It offers valuable, money-saving discounts from 
nationally recognized equine retailers.

These special “member only” deals include items for the 
horse, the rider, and the enthusiast, including equestrian 
gifts, jewelry, art, tack, apparel, publications, trailer acces-
sories, veterinary supplies, equine services, hotel/motel 
discounts, and more.

The program is simple to use. When an individual joins 
USRider, or a current member renews, a printed brochure 
including all Winner’s Circle Advantage partners is sent 
to the member in the membership kit. Simply peruse the 
brochure to locate your favorite suppliers, and follow the 
instructions for placing orders. 

The second easy-to-use way to enjoy these exclusive 

“member only” discounts is to visit www.usrider.org and log 
in with your USRider membership number and a pass-
word. You can then navigate to the Winner’s Circle Advan-
tage area and peruse the directory at the top of the page 
for the company for whom you’d like to get more informa-
tion. Click on that company name and you are taken to 
the area giving a 
description of the 
company’s prod-
ucts or services 
and instructions 
for contacting 
them or placing 
an order. Click on 
the adjoining logo 
for a direct link to 
that company’s 
website. USR

Welcome to the 
Winner’s Circle!

Other Exclusive  
Members’-Only Benefits

Winner’s  
Circle  
Advantage
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USR PROGRAMS

Health Care 
Your horse is a major investment. Protect that investment 

with a well-designed, user-friendly, fully outfitted first-aid kit. 
Keep one in your trailer at all times. EquiMedic USA Inc., the 
world’s leader in the design and sale of equine first-aid kits, 
offers a full line of equine first-aid supplies in complete kits; 
or, you can build your own. Choose a kit for the barn, trail 
riding, and/or trailering. The kits are designed for the seri-
ous horse owner, trainer, clinician, event facility, or stable 
owner. USRider members receive an exclusive 15% discount 
on EquiMedic’s two most 
popular trailering kits: the 
Small Trailering Kit, rated 
for one to three horses and 
riders; and the Large Traile-
ring Kit, serving four to 10 
horses and riders.  

Tack & Equipment 
Since its inception in 1986, Bit of Britain Saddlery has 

grown from a small tack shop in the back of a private stable 
to a large retail store and warehouse, mobile store, retail 
catalogs, and a major online presence. Bit of Britain has 
always been the trusted source for English-riding goods. It 
provides riders of all levels with not only knowledgeable 
service, but also carefully selected products that include 
helmets, jackets, comfort wear, shirts, saddles, leathers, stir-
rups, breeches, competition gear, barn and stable supplies, 
books, videos, DVDs, and many other fine gifts. USRider 
members receive a special 10% discount.  

Trailers/Trailer Accessories
RosTech® Electronics, established in 1967, is a lead-

ing closed-circuit television systems manufacturer and 
supplier with offices in the United States and Canada. 
No need to wonder how your horses are traveling in the 
trailer. RosTech Electronics has developed an inexpen-
sive color monitoring system that offers a complete 
view of the trailer interior from your tow vehicle. The 
portable, wireless system transmits up to 1,000 feet in 
light and dark. A compact all-weather camera can also 
be placed at the back of the trailer for perfect rear view 
and flawless backup. USRider members receive a $50 
discount on the purchase of a system.

Stable Equipment & Supplies
The Grazier System — named for the graziers of New 
Zealand, some of the world’s best utilizers of grass pas-
turelands — is the world’s most portable and versatile 
electric-fence system. A portable fence for portable corrals, 
portable pens, and grazing control, it’s unlimited in size of 
containment area and applications. Built for daily use as a 
working farm fence for rotational grazing, the Grazier Sys-
tem is strong and durable. It also creates the finest camp-
ing and travel paddock available. Each kit is completely 
self-contained, requiring no additional posts or supplies 
for their intended uses. USRider members receive a free 
Grazier carrying bag ($85 value) with the purchase of any 
Grazier System fence.  
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