


Keynotes
This issue: Texting-ban update; show caution at wintry 
intersections; make sure it’s diesel fuel; trailer-wiring safety 
bulletin; interstate transport information; trailer-prep tips.
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Member Story
My Lucky Charm: USRider comes to the aid of an 
Arizona horsewoman whose rig broke down not only 
once, but twice, while passing through Oklahoma.

Truck Savvy
New Heavy-Duty-Truck Review: See how 
GM, Ford, and Dodge have responded to new  
emissions requirements in their new models.

Trailer Clinic
How to Apply Shipping Boots: If you’re planning 
to haul your horse this season, invest in shipping 
boots to protect his legs. Bonus how-to video!

Hauling Hints
Ready Your Rig for the Road: Use these tips to 
thoroughly prepare your rig for grand adventures 
on the road.

On-the-Go Gear
This issue: Portable corral; durable hay bag; 
versatile hitch; easy-haul corral; electrolyte paste; 
and portable insect wipes. Bonus videos!

USRider Community
This issue: Sign up for paperless billing; USRider 
expands emergency stabling facilities, USRider supports 
Large Animal Rescue Training; LAR training opportunity.

Destinations
Emerald Embrace: Oregon’s Central Cascades will feed 
your soul with their incredible beauty and offer you tanta-
lizing visions of adventure. Bonus slideshow and live links!

2

USRider Benefits
USRider recognizes new benefits partners  
in the money-saving Winner’s Circle  
Advantage Member Benefits Program.
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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our 
top priority. To help us keep the focus on, as well as show our 

respect to, these invaluable components of USRider, we capital-
ize the words “Member” and “Horse” where these words relate 

to our membership program. 



USRider® Equestrian Motor Plan
Hitch Up! e-Magazine • Winter 2010 

keynotes
DestInAtIons

HAulIng HInts
MeMber story

ON-THE-GO-GEAR
usr CoMMunIty

trAIler ClInIC
truCk sAvvy

usr beneFIts

3 E-MAIL US SEND TO  
A fRIEND

SUBSCRIBE 
NOw FREE!

RETURN TO  
HOME pAGE 

functionality
         Click to Zoom 
          Click to enlarge 
any element on the page.

            Click to  
Start Video

             Click to  
 Stop Video 

Information
Click for More 
Click to view the 

rest of the story and/or more 
information.

Communication
E-Mail Us
Click for an  

e-mail form.

Subscribe
Click here to  

get your free subscription  
to Hitch Up! quarterly 
online magazine.

Send to  
a friend

Send a buddy the current 
issue of Hitch Up! (All e-mail 
addresses are confidential.)

Navigation
Turn page
Click any corner 

to turn the page. 

Home
Click here  

to return to the table  
of contents.

Navigation Bar
On every page is  
a direct link to each 
section. Just roll  
your mouse over a 
selection and  click!

welcome to Hitch Up!
Hi, I’m natalie yelen of Horse Media 

Group. We’re excited to bring you the 
Winter 2010 issue of USRider’s Hitch 
Up! e-magazine, the horse industry’s 
first-ever rich-media publication. Click 
the video to learn how to navigate this 
magazine’s great features. Then, read 
on and enjoy!
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tO tURN PAGEHitch Up! Click-and-Learn Video
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Keynotes•Safety News

Don’t Drive and Text!
On Jan. 26, 2010, the U.S. Department of Transportation 

issued a nationwide ban prohibiting drivers of commercial 
vehicles, such as large trucks and buses, from texting while 
driving. Those who are caught may be subject to civil or 
criminal penalties of up to $2,750.

“We want the drivers of big rigs 
and buses — and those who share the 
road with them — to be safe,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. 
“This is an important safety step, and 
we will be taking more to eliminate the 
threat of distracted driving.”

USRider applauds the ban. Driving 
demands close attention and focus. 
Evidence shows that even hands-free 
devices do not reduce the risk of an ac-
cident. The underlying problem is that 
your brain is distracted. 

Research conducted by the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
shows that drivers who send and 
receive text messages take their eyes 

off the road for an average of 4.6 seconds out of every 6 
seconds. At 55 miles per hour, this means that the driver 
is traveling the length of a football field, including the end 
zones, without looking at the road. 

Drivers who text while driving are 20 times more likely to 
have an accident than drivers who are 
not distracted.

Because of the safety risks associ-
ated with texting, 19 states already 
prohibit drivers from texting behind 
the wheel, according to the Gover-
nors’ Highway Safety Association, and 
another 10 states restrict texting by 
novice drivers.

USRider’s trailer-accident study 
also has found that distracted driv-
ing is one of the primary reasons for 
trailer incidents. USRider is against 
all texting while driving, and urges 
horse owners to voluntarily comply 
with this ban while transporting 
horses. USR

iPhone applications can help you 
organize your horse life to maximize 

efficiency and cut paper use. Here are some recommenda-
tions. (All are free, except Car Care, which is $4.99.)
•���Accuweather.�This app provides forecasts, in-motion 

radar, alerts, and warnings for multiple locations.
•���Evernote. Going to an out-of-town show? Create a 

notebook for packing lists, awards won, to-do lists for 
each day, and ride times you’ve downloaded from the 
venue’s website.

•���AroundMe. When you’re on the road, this app locates 
nearby gas stations, restaurants, and grocery stores. 
Every listing displays a map and the route you should 
take from where you are, and allows you to e-mail the 

information to a friend.
•���Car�Care.�Not only does Car Care calculate gas 

mileage, but it programs your iPhone to remind you 
when oil changes, tire rotations, and maintenance 
checks are due. USR

—  From Eco-Horsekeeping: Over 100 Budget-
Friendly Ways You and Your Horse Can Save 
the Planet 

P 
Green Tip

Apps for Horse People

JAy M. SHAFFER PHOTO

At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our top priority. To help us keep the focus on, as well as show our respect to, these invaluable 
components of USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and “Horse” where these words relate to our membership program.  
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More Keynotes ➽ 

trailer-wiring Improvements needed
USRider urges manufacturers of horse trailers to improve 

their wiring practices. Trailers flex and move constantly 
when being towed, so it is imperative that the best wiring 
techniques be used to ensure proper and continual function-
ing of a trailer’s electrical system.

Wiring failure could cause a tragedy. For example, say 
you’re driving home from a trail ride after 
dark. Imagine what could happen if the wir-
ing that controls your trailer lights fails? 

Or, say you are headed home with your 
new horse in tow. If the wires connected to 
your brakes malfunction, the trailer brakes 
could lock, causing an accident or disable-
ment. 

There are many lives at stake when you 
trailer — both human and equine — so you 
should always check proper function of your 
marker lights, turn signals, brake lights, and 
other electrical connections prior to leaving, 
and even while traveling.

USRider offers this list of typical wiring 
deficiencies:

•  Wires come into contact with sharp metal edges.
•  Improper materials are used to secure wiring.
•  Wires are fastened to the trailer flooring.
•  Minimal or no use of convoluted protective tubing.
•  Underrated or incorrect wiring.
•  Wire installed in loops, or simply left hanging.

•  Lengths of wire are so short that they 
often disconnect with the slightest 
movement.

In addition to pushing for horse trailer 
manufacturers to improve their wiring 
practices, USRider urges horse owners to be 
more proactive about wiring issues. Regard-
less of your trailer’s age and condition, have 
your trailer thoroughly inspected for inferior 
wiring by a competent professional. And this 
is especially true if you are in the market for 
a new or used trailer.

For a list of trailer-maintenance recom-
mendations, visit the USRider website, and 
go to the Equine Travel Safety Area. USR 

take caution at wintry Intersections
Have you noticed that traffic signals are 

looking a little different these days? What 
you’re seeing is the effort to save money and 
energy. Cities across the United States are 
replacing their incandescent traffic lights  
with new, energy-efficient LED traffic signals.

While these new signals provide brighter 
lights that last much longer and save a lot of 
energy, it’s also becoming evident that they 
have a hazardous downside. The bulbs burn 
so coolly that snow and ice don’t melt off. In-
stead, winter precipitation can accumulate on 
the light, obscuring it completely. This prob-
lem has been blamed for dozens of accidents 
across the country and at least one death.

USRider suggests caution when driving 
during winter weather conditions. Although 
you may clearly see that you have a green 
light — and therefore the right-of-way — a 
driver coming from another direction might 
not see a light that’s covered with ice and 
snow and could very likely not be prepared 
to stop. 

Until a solution for this problem can be 
found, be extra cautious. Remember, if you 
can’t see a traffic light at an intersection, 
treat it as a stop sign.

 For additional safety tips, visit the USRider 
website, and go to the Equine Travel Safety 
Area. USR  

REnÉ E. RILEy PHOTO

LED bulbs in traffic lights 
burn so coolly that snow 

and ice don’t melt.
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If you drive a diesel truck, don’t rely on the color of the 
pump handle to indicate fuel type anymore, warns USRider. 
While there’s no “official” pump handle color standard in 
place in the fuel industry, the majority of diesel fuel pump 
handles in the U.S. are green. However, BP gas stations have 
made a change.

Recently, BP unveiled a new, unified global brand. To 
visually signify the company’s new emphasis on going 
“green,” BP executives adopted a new logo: a green, yel-
low, and white sunburst. As part of the new color scheme, 
BP changed the color of its gas pumps. BP stations feature 
green handles on gasoline pumps and black handles on die-
sel pumps. This relatively simple change has caused some 
unforeseen problems for drivers.

Pumping gasoline into a diesel engine will cause major 
problems. Diesel acts as a lubricant for the fuel-injection sys-
tem in a diesel engine. If gasoline is inadvertently pumped 
into the system, that lubrication function won’t happen. The 
fuel pump will overheat, and the injection system will be 
damaged. If the vehicle is run for too long on gasoline, the 
engine will fail, especially if pulling a heavy load.

Here’s one clue: the gasoline nozzle is smaller than the 

diesel nozzle. So, while the diesel nozzle won’t fit into a 
gasoline inlet, the gasoline nozzle will easily fit into a diesel 
inlet. Be careful when filling your diesel truck at the station; 
make sure you have really grabbed the diesel pump, and 
not a green gasoline pump. USR

Find Equine-Transportation Information
This spring, you plan to take your horse to a big event 

several hundred miles away. To reach your destination, you 
may travel into or through states you’ve 
never visited before. Since equine trans-
portation regulations vary from state to 
state, how will you know if you are in 
compliance each time you cross a state 
line?

To help its Members and other eques-
trians keep up with these requirements, 
USRider provides up-to-date information 
regarding equine transportation on a 
state-by-state basis on www.usrider.org. 

You can find requirements pertain-
ing to Certificates of Veterinary Inspec-
tion, equine infectious anemia (negative 
Coggins test), and vesicular stomatitis 

paperwork, as well as contact information for each state 
veterinarian. Best of all, this information is available to 

USRider Members and nonmembers free 
of charge.

If you have a smartphone, you can 
also conveniently access the informa-
tion through USRider’s mobile website. 
Simply access www.usrider.mobi from 
any smartphone. USR

Keynotes•USRider Updates

Make Sure It’s Diesel

You will most likely need to have 
Coggins testing paperwork to 
transport your horse across  
state lines. Get the scoop at 
www.usrider.org.

Don’t rely on pump color alone when filling 
your diesel vehicle at the gas station.

HeIDI nYlAnD PHoTo
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        KeynoteS

trailer-prep tips 
Before the start of the travel season hits is a critical time for 

horse owners to perform basic — yet essential — maintenance 
on their trailers. USRider reminds equestrians that time spent 
on routine preventive trailer maintenance is well-spent, be-
cause it will ensure that their trailers will be in optimal shape 
to provide safe passage for precious cargo.

Here are some helpful tips from the USRider website, 
found under the Equine Travel Safety Area:
•  Remove and inspect all wheels and hubs or brake drums.
•  Inspect suspension for wear.
•  Check tightness of hanger bolts, shackle bolt, and U-bolt 

nuts, per recommended 
torque values.

•  Check brake linings, brake 
drums, and armature 
faces for excessive wear 
or scoring.

•  Check brake magnetic 
coil with an ohmmeter. 
(The magnetic coil should 
check at 3.2 ohms +/- 0.3 
ohms — replace if out of 
tolerance.)

•  Lubricate all brake 
moving parts, using a 
high temperature brake 
lubricant.

•  Remove any rust from 
braking surface and arma-
ture surface of drums.

•  Inspect oil or grease seals 
for wear or nicks. Replace 
if needed.

tires
USRider also advises 

horse owners to check 
all trailer tires (including 
spares) for signs of dry 
rot, correct air pressure, 
faulty air valves, uneven 
tire wear, overall tire wear, 
and damage. 

Always replace tires if worn or damaged. No matter what, 
tires should be replaced every three to five years, regardless 
of mileage. Choose only high-quality tires especially de-
signed and rated for trailers; never use retread or automo-
bile tires on your horse trailer.

wheel bearings
Service the wheel bearings annually, or every 12,000 

miles, due to moisture build-up. Keep a spare set of wheel 
bearings in your trailer in case of premature failure. 

Structural 
Inspect trailer lighting 

and wiring, door latches, 
and floors. Pull out rub-
ber mats when inspecting 
floors so you can see the 
entire surface. Inspect and 
lubricate mechanical mov-
ing parts, such as the hitch 
and suspension parts.

Finally, if the trailer has 
been sitting for a while 
through the winter, check 
corners, lights, boxes, etc., 
for wasp nests, spider 
webs, or other creatures.

For more information on 
getting ready for the travel 
season — including a list of 
recommended items for 
both equine and human 
first-aid kits — visit www.
usrider.org. USR

On USRider’s list of trailer-
prep items, make sure to 
check lighting, tires, latches, 
and flooring.

heIdI nyLand photoS
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Thanks to USRider, that old saying — 
“Third time’s a charm” — is very true for 
me. While I live in Arizona, I often travel 
alone with my horses to my sister’s 
home in Kentucky. For whatever reason, 
going through Oklahoma has not been 
a “charmed” experience for me. (I think 
there’s something about me the Sooner 
State doesn’t like!)

The first trip I made to Kentucky in 
my 2001 Silverado 2500 diesel (that I 
call “Big Red”) was for Thanksgiving 
a few years ago. We broke down just 
outside Oklahoma City. With help from 
family members, both Big Red and I 
made it to Kentucky in time for Thanks-
giving. The return trip to Arizona was 
uneventful.

Timely Membership
In April 2009, after seeing a very nice 

article about USRider in an equine mag-
azine, I decided to join. It’s a good thing, 
since my second breakdown came 
outside Oklahoma City six months later, 
while I was pulling a living-quarters 
trailer to Kentucky this past October. 

In addition to visiting my sister, I was 
picking up a couple of Tennessee Walk-
ing Horses to transplant to Arizona. Big 
Red limped to an off-ramp, where I sat 
for just a few seconds before remem-
bering the USRider membership I had 
purchased earlier in the year.

Lanna Cardillo, a USRider Member 

Care Specialist, did such a great job of 
getting help to me. After only one call, 
she enlisted Calvin Wrecker Service in 
El Reno, Oklahoma, to assist me. They 
were onsite within 30 minutes and able 
to tow both my truck and trailer in one 
piece. In the meantime, Lanna was 
working to locate a repair shop that 
would take me the same day.

Fortunately, the wrecker driver 

knew the right place to go, and within 
an hour from my call the trailer had 
been dropped in the parking lot of the 
Rick Jones GMC dealership in El Reno, 
Oklahoma, and Big Red was towed into 
a service bay. 

Within two hours, the technicians 
determined that the breakdown was 
caused by a faulty injector and reported 
to me that the repairs would require an 
overnight stay. 

Tim Williams, a service technician 
at Rick Jones GMC, saw to it that the 
electric for my living-quarters trailer was 
hooked up correctly, thus giving me a 
home for the night. He even provided 
a car for me to make a quick trip to 
purchase provisions. 

While the GMC dealership is in full 
view of I-40, the surrounding area is 
sparsely developed. There was a nice 
open field that made a great place for 
my dog, Lady, to roam and conduct her 
customary “smell test” on all the plants. 
Lady and I camped out comfortably 

Member Story

My Lucky Charm

Linda Ford often travels alone 
with her horses cross country. 
Her USRider membership has 
been invaluable several times.

pHOTOS COURTESy OF LIndA FORd
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overnight in the dealership 
parking lot.

The dealership made 
every attempt to get the 
repair completed quickly, 
which is the reason I was 
able to resume my trip. The 
next afternoon, less than 24 
hours after being delivered 
by the tow truck, Lady and 
I were back on the road to 
southern Kentucky.

tire trouble
About three weeks later, we were 

ready for our return trip home. A friend 
from Sonoita, Arizona, who had come 
to share the return trip, helped me 
load two mares and a filly onboard 
the trailer, and we headed west from 
Kentucky. 

The second day on the road, my 
friend was driving and just happened to 
notice bits of tire flying from the trailer. 
Just my luck — we were in Oklahoma 
again!

My friend pulled over at the first 
safe, suitable place. Sure enough, the 
left front trailer tire was shredded. The 
other tire was rapidly losing air, too! 

Being self-sufficient women, our 
first inclination was to change the tire 
ourselves, but I quickly regained my 
sanity and pulled out the cell phone to 
call USRider.

Based on the great service I had ex-
perienced just a few weeks earlier, I felt 
confident that this incident would be no 
different. In a matter of a few minutes, 
Tosh Service Center in Sayre, Oklahoma, 
was pulling up to change the tire. 

Harold, the technician, could immedi-
ately see that we would need more than 

the good spare to fix the problem and 
guided us to the dealership in Sayre. 

Taking no chances on more trouble 
from the remaining original tires, I told 
the technicians to hang new tires all 
around. 

Not only was Harold a very profes-
sional service man and great diagnosti-
cian, he turned out to be humorous, as 
well. He hung around at the tire dealer-
ship where the technicians were replac-
ing the tires and kept us entertained 
with his jokes. 

We were able to get back on the road 
in time to make a second overnight stay 
in Portales, New Mexico. From there, we 

finished the trip home the 
next day and had plenty of 
time to get the mares and 
filly situated in their new 
home.

That round trip was 
pretty costly after repairing 
the truck and getting new 
trailer tires, but there’s no 
way I would have man-
aged getting the necessary 
services had it not been for 

my USRider membership.
Thank you for being my lucky charm, 

not once, but twice.
—    Linda Ford 

Sonoita, Arizona

Has USRider Come to Your Rescue?
We love to receive stories, photo-
graphs, and short videos from our 
Members. If USRider has come to your 
rescue, and you have an interesting 
story, please send materials by clicking 
here. If we use them, we’ll send you a 
gift. USR

MeMber Story

trailer tip
Protecting your horse’s legs during trailering or shipping is cheap 

insurance. As a horse rides in a trailer, there are constant challenges to 
his balance. On occasion, he may lose his footing and step on himself or 
get stepped on by another horse. To protect your horse’s legs, you can use 
quilts and polo wraps or protective shipping boots made specifically for 
this purpose. Whichever kind of protection you use, make sure there is 
padding, so as not to restrict the horse’s leg circulation, and that the wraps 
come down low, covering the coronary band. This delicate area at the top 
of the hoof is easily damaged when the horse trips or steps on himself; by 
covering it with the wrap or boot, it protects this sensitive area from dam-
age. [Editor’s note: Learn how to apply wraps on the next page.]

—Top trainer/clinician Julie Goodnight

Linda’s dog, Lady, is 
her constant travel 
companion.
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You have been planning a moun-
tain trail ride with friends for weeks. 
You have had your truck and trailer 
checked and readied for the trip. Your 
first-aid kits are stocked, and your GPS 
unit is charged. You have even been 
conditioning your horse to handle the 
steeper elevations.

You load up early and head out, ar-
riving just as everyone else gets to the 
trailhead. But when you pull your horse 
out of the trailer, there’s a trail of blood 

and a big gash on his leg. This could 
mark the end of your plans and dreams.

To protect your horse’s legs while 
hauling, invest in shipping boots. They 
are relatively inexpensive, they come 
in different sizes and shapes to fit most 
horses, they are easy to apply, and 
they offer hoof and leg protection on 
the road. 

Here is a fail-safe, step-by-step 
method to apply shipping boots to 
your horse’s legs.

1   Match boots to legs. Figuring out 
which boots go on the front legs and 

which go on the back can be confusing. 
The bent-looking boots typically are 
for the rear legs, shaped to fit over the 
hocks.

2 Introduce your horse to a boot. 
Select a front boot and approach 

your horse. Start slowly. Allow him 
to see the boot, feel it being rubbed 
on him, and hear the Velcro closures. 
Repeat these desensitization steps until 
he’s calm and accepting. 

3 Apply the left front boot. 
Move the front boot down to your 

horse’s left front leg, holding the boot 
open so you can place it up to his leg. 
If he seems accepting of this, place 
the boot around his leg and fasten the 
middle Velcro closure first. Then fasten 
the bottom closure and then the top 
last. 

4 Apply the right front boot. 
Move to the right front leg, and 

repeat Step 3. 

5 Lead your horse. When both of 
the front boots are on securely, 

lead your horse around. Do not be 

Trailer Clinic

How to Apply Shipping BootsIf you are planning 

to haul your horse 

this season, invest 

in shipping boots to 

protect his legs. 

BY JennY SullIVAn PHoToS BY lISeTTe ZAnDVooRT

Start slowly by rubbing the shipping boots on your horse and 
making sure he hears the sound of the Velcro closures. Repeat 
these steps until he’s calm.

Next, move down to his front legs. Place 
the boot around his leg and fasten the 
middle Velcro closure first, then the bot-
tom closure and then the top.

When both of the front boots are on securely, lead your horse 
around. Don’t be surprised if he walks funny or kicks out. Just 
stay safe while he gets used to the feel, then you can repeat the 
same steps to apply the rear boots.
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surprised if he walks funny or tries to 
kick the boots off, just keep yourself and 
your horse safe while he gets used to 
the boots. 

6 Apply the rear boots. Repeat 
this process to apply the rear 

boots.

7 Load and unload. Practice loading 
and unloading your horse a few 

times so he gets used to the feel of the 
boots when he steps up and down. 

now, with adequate leg protection, 
all your dream trail rides can come true 
because you’ll be hauling your horse 
with extra protection. USR

Jenny Sullivan is a freelance writer and 
horse owner based in Wheat Ridge, 
Colorado. Lisette Zandvoort is owner of 
LZ Horse Training in Watkins, Colorado.

TRAILER CLINIC

How to Apply Shipping Boots

Trailer clinic

Buying Guide
According to a shipping-boots review conducted by Horse Journal, there are 
several things to look for when you are ready to buy.
•  Velcro closures are great. The boots with three bigger closures are easy and 

hold the boots together well.
•  Make sure to get boots with hoof guards, also called scuff plates or striking 

plates. These stick out along the bottom edge of the boot to cover the hoof, 
offering more protection.

•  Choose boots with nylon lining. They are just as warm and comfortable as 
fleece linings, but nylon is easier to clean and does not catch as much bed-
ding or dirt.

•  Some boots come in sizes from small to large; some are sized for either 
ponies or horses.

•  Look for boots that can be hosed off for routine cleaning or that are ma-
chine washable.

Click here to watch easy-to-follow video instructions for 
applying shipping boots to your horse’s legs.

When both of the front boots are on securely, lead your horse 
around. Don’t be surprised if he walks funny or kicks out. Just 
stay safe while he gets used to the feel, then you can repeat the 
same steps to apply the rear boots.
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lad in emerald robes 
and capped with ermine 
stoles, Oregon’s Central 
Cascades rise to greet 
horse and rider. Like 

many natural regions, 
this area feeds one’s soul with its 
incredible beauty and offers tantaliz-
ing visions of trail-riding adventures 
into a vast expanse of wilderness. The 
Cascades have an additional attraction 
— numerous horse camps! 

With eager help from our equine part-
ners, Scout and Buddy, we decided to 
check out this area, including the Three 
Sisters Wilderness (in the Willamette na-
tional Forest), Todd Creek Horse Camp 
(in the Deschutes national Forest), and 
the Pacific Crest national Scenic Trail. 

The Three Sisters wilderness: The 
Three Sisters Wilderness is the crown 
jewel of the Central Cascades, with 
more than 242,000 acres and approxi-
mately 260 miles of trails. To get there, 
travel west from Bend, Oregon, on the 
spectacular Cascade Highway (State 
Highway 46). 
Todd Creek Horse Camp: The Todd 
Creek Horse Camp and Trailhead is 
located 23 miles west of Bend, on the 
Cascade Highway. Even in August, there 
was a chill in the air at this 6,200-foot 
elevation camp. Horse-camp facili-
ties were more than adequate. Metal 
pipe corrals were well maintained, and 
there was a water pump. Dead wood 
was easy to gather for an evening fire. 
And at this elevation, cozying close to a 

Destinations

Oregon’s Central 

Cascades will feed 

your soul with their 

incredible beauty 

and offer you tanta-

lizing visions of  

adventure. 

Emerald Embrace 
STORy AnD PHOTOS By  

kEnT & CHARLEnE kROnE
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crackling blaze was the place to be.
Our first ride from Todd Horse Camp 

into the Three Sisters Wilderness was 
an easy, scenic ridge ride. We rode past 
a monstrous lava flow that had come 
from South Sister Mountain, a 10,358-
foot dormant volcano. 
the pacific crest trail: In the west-
ern United States, the 2,650-mile-long 
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) 
stretches from Mexico to Canada. It 
runs along the Sierra Nevada and 
Cascade Mountains, wandering mostly 
through national forest and protected 
wilderness. Trail elevation varies from 

a low of 140 feet at Cascade Locks, 
Oregon, to 13,153 feet at the summit of 
Forester Pass. USR

Kent and Charlene Krone combine their 
interest in photojournalism with a pas-
sion for horses. They have sold photo-
graphs to magazines, books, calendars, 
postcards, and video producers for more 
than 20 years. (For a sampling, visit 
www.superstock.com, and type PG_1314 
in the search box.) They enjoy sharing 
their horseback adventures in the United 
States and Western Canada. Reach them 
at kckrone@suddenlink.net.

deStInatIonS

Emerald Embrace 
Click here for a slideshow of the 
area, including the Three Sisters 
Wilderness (in the Willamette 
National Forest), Todd Creek 
Horse Camp (in the Deschutes 
National Forest), and the Pacific 
Crest National Scenic Trail. 

oregon cascades resources

Back Country Horsemen of Oregon 
Deschutes National Forest
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 

(Oregon)
Pacific Crest Trail Association 

(Oregon)
Sun Publishing
Three Sisters Wilderness/Willa-

mette National Forest
Todd Creek Horse Camp and Trail-

head/Deschutes National Forest
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January 2010 saw new stringent 
federal emissions requirements for 
nitrogen oxides (NOx), which have to be 
lowered by approximately 80 percent. 
For the 2011 models due this spring, this 
means that diesel trucks will jump up in 
price again. 

GM and Ford diesels will have to start 
using diesel exhaust fluid (DEF/urea); 
Dodge updated its diesels in 2007 with 
a special catalyst, so the company will 
only require urea on its cab and chassis 
trucks (3500/4500/5500).

All three truck brands now come with 
exhaust brakes on diesel engines, a fac-
tory-integrated trailer-brake controller 
option; they can also all use bio-diesel. 
Here are additional review highlights.

2011 Chevrolet/GMC Heavy 
Duty
Higher tow capacity, with all-new 
frame and suspension. This truck of-
fers a fully boxed frame that is stronger 
and stiffer than before, with hydraulic 
cab mounts for a softer ride. The long/
short arm front suspension, still with tor-

sion bars, have cast-iron lower arms and 
forged-steel uppers. You’ll find improved 
ride/handling with its larger asymmetri-
cal leaf-spring rear suspension.
New exhaust brake system and 
larger brakes. These features give 
you more controlled trailer braking, 
reducing brake-pad wear. This pro-
longs brake life and prevents overheat-
ing brakes on long, downhill grades. 
The front and rear rotors are larger 
in diameter and width on all models 
to support their increased capacity, 
weight ratings, and trailer ratings.
Duramax 6.6L engine. This engine 
is more powerful and offers improved 
fuel economy. The Allison 1000 is 
stronger and helps enable the new ex-
haust brake system. NOx emissions are 
reduced at least 63 percent over 2010 
models. The selective catalytic reduc-
tion after-treatment system, using DEF 
injection, gives you a range of about 
5,000 miles between DEF refills.
Vortec 6.0L gas V-8 with variable 
valve timing. This engine returns 
to the new heavy-duty trucks with a 
stronger cam shaft and a strengthened 
version of the Hydra-Matic 6L90 six-
speed automatic transmission.
Trailer-sway control system. This 
system senses trailer sway, and inter-
venes with braking and/or reduced 
engine power to bring the trailer under 
control. It’ll use electric trailer brakes 
when a trailer is plugged into the 
truck’s standard wiring harness, and 
can brake the trailer independently.

2011 Ford Super Duty
New 6.7-liter Power Stroke diesel 
engine. This is the first-time use of a 
compacted graphite iron (CGI) engine 

block in a Super Duty; CGI is stronger 
and lighter than cast iron. The unique, 
reverse-flow inboard-exhaust and out-
board-intake manifolds reduce overall 
exhaust system volume, which leads 
to better throttle response. The turbo-
charger features an industry-first dual-
sided compressor wheel that works in 
a single housing. The design allows the 
single unit to deliver the advantages of 
a twin-turbocharger system used in the 
previous 6.4L Power Stroke.
New 6.2-liter V-8 gasoline engine.  
This engine delivers more torque 
(horsepower) than the outgoing 
model. It uses big-bore architecture to 
produce horsepower and class-leading 
fuel economy. The new gas engine can 
run on regular-grade gasoline, E85, or 
any blend in between.
New 6R140 heavy-duty TorqShift, 
six-speed, automatic transmission. 
This transmission is designed to man-
age the high low-end torque produced 
by the new diesel engine. The same 
basic transmission is also mated to the 
new gasoline engine. The new trans-
mission features enhanced Tow Haul, 
with integrated engine exhaust braking 
and SelectShift Automatic capabil-
ity, which includes Progressive Range 
Select and a manual mode. The new 
TorqShift transmission also enables 
the first application of Live Drive PTO 
(Power Take Off) in a Super Duty-class 
vehicle.
Trailer Sway Control and inte-
grated trailer brake controller. This 
system is factory-installed in Super 
Duty trucks. If you’re towing trailers 
with electric brakes and experience a 
sway event, the Ford system can also 
apply brakes to the trailer only.

New Heavy-Duty-Truck Review 

Truck SavvySTORY AND PHOTOS  
bY H. KENT SuNDLING 

See how GM, 

Ford, and Dodge 

have responded to 

new emissions  

requirements in 

their new models.
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TRUCK SAVVY

2010 Dodge Ram Heavy Duty, 
2500-5500
Dodge Cummins 6.7L diesel en-
gines. Dodge didn’t need major diesel 
changes for the new law, as Ford and 
GM did. Though the 2500/3500 pickup 
trucks won’t need DEF, the commercial 
cab and chassis 3500/4500/5500 will 
use DEF. On a dually, the ride could be 
rough; to improve the ride for 2010, 
the trucks have a hydraulic dampener 
supporting the rear of the cab.
Crew Cab configuration. Dodge 
finally joined the party — the new 
Crew Cab replaces the Quad Cab. 
Improved, all-metal fenders are more 
aerodynamic than the round plastic 

bolt-on fenders of previous duallys. 
The Mega Cab still only comes in a 
short bed, but the full-size Crew Cab 
does come with its first eight-foot bed 
since the 1970s.
68RfE six-speed automatic trans-
mission. This transmission has Electric 
Range Select. In manual mode, you use 
the “plus” and “minus” buttons on the 
shifter lever to get into the highest gear 
you want to achieve without over-rap-
ping the engine. The tow/haul mode 
keeps the engine in maximum torque 
curve and shifts less.
Improved interior. The interior on 
the 2010 Heavy Duty models is from 
the 2009 Ram 1500, a big improvement 

over the previous models’ plain plastic. 
The cab is quieter, with triple-sealed 
doors and a lower door opening. 
Storage compartments are abundant. 
Options include remote start, a backup 
camera, lift assist on the tailgate, a 
heated steering wheel, heated/cooled 
front seats, heated rear seats, and a 
SIRIUS backseat television with three 
channels. USR

H. Kent Sundling (a.k.a Mr. Truck) is 
a well-known automotive journalist, 
reviewing trucks, trailers, and accessories 
for magazines and websites.
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On-the-Go GearBy LAUREL BERGER O’COnnOR

portable Corral 
Horse camping? you can set up LJ 

Trail Corral’s Portable Stall & Corral sys-
tem by yourself in about two minutes. 
The three-rail, powder-coated steel 
panels, which are mounted directly 
on your trailer, feature a patented 
hinge system that allows you to swing 
them into place, while adjustable legs 
accommodate even unlevel ground. 
Panels measure 38 inches high. Con-
figurations include 10-by-10-foot or 
12-by-12-foot side- and rear-mounted 
stalls, as well as detachable systems. 
Custom sizes and colors are available. 
Cost: From $899. 

Versatile Hitch 
Simplify towing with the Tow & Stow Receiver Hitch from B&W Trailer Hitches, 

which eliminates the need for multiple ball mounts; simply rotate the ball to the 
desired size. The hitch, which fits any standard two-inch receiver hitch, offers 
high-quality construction and stows under your vehicle when not in use. Avail-
able in dual- or tri-ball configuration. Designed for rigs with 10,000-pound gross 
vehicle weight; 1,000-pound tongue weight. Cost: Contact your local dealer.

Electrolyte paste
Restore Electrolyte Paste from John 

Ewing Company offers a fast, portable 
way to replace your horse’s electro-
lytes on the go. Each pre-measured, 
two-ounce oral syringe contains two 
doses of the paste, specifically formu-
lated to be completely bio-available 
and rapidly absorbed into your horse’s 
system. Cost: $7.50.

CLICK HERE TO SEE 360º VIEW 
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USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to 
horse owners.  If you’ve used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — 

be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

ON-THE-GO-GEAR

Durable Hay Bag 
Feed your horse at your trailer with the Cashel Hay Bag. 

Durable Cordura nylon Hay Bag features top and bottom 
straps to keep it in place as your horse eats. Mesh bottom 
allows dust to sift out. Available in black, burgundy, navy, 
red, and camouflage. Cost: $27.95.

Easy-Haul Corral
Carri-Lite Corrals, a portable corral 

system from Spur Innovation, features 
high-impact panels that telescope up  
to one-sixth their size for easy trans-
port and storage. Pins lock panels 
together and maintain their geometric 
shape. The corral can stand alone or 
attach to your trailer with brackets. 
Four- and five-foot panel heights avail-
able. Cost: From $689 (complete unit 
includes eight panels and rods, locking 
pins, hook-and-loop fastener straps, 
trailer brackets, stake kit, and manufac-
turer warranty).

portable Insect- 
Repellent wipes

Here’s an easy, non-messy protection from insects when 
you’re on the road: Teeny Towels from Parents of Invention 
are mini-dispensers of citronella-infused insect-repellent 
wipes that attach easily to keychains, packs, etc. Biodegrad-

able and all-natural, the wipes may be 
used on humans and horses alike. Sev-
en wipes fit in each mini-dispenser; 
packages contain both dispenser and 
refill wipes. Cost: $7.95 (four-pack).
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Ready Your Rig for the Road
By tom Scheve Hauling Hints

When putting your rig together, 
it’s always horses first, trailer second, 
tow vehicle third. In other words, you 
choose the trailer to fit your horses, and 
your tow vehicle to fit the fully loaded 
trailer.

In recent issues of Hitch Up! (see 
Summer 2009 and Fall 2009), we’ve 
talked about choosing trailers, so now   
let’s talk about readying your rig for the 
road.

Tow Vehicle
your tow vehicle has to have the right 

pulling power, curb weight, and wheel 
base to haul your trailer safely. the 
simplest way to determine if you have 
enough towing capacity to pull your 
trailer is to match it to the Gross vehicle 
Weight Rating. this information can 
be found on the certificate of origin, 
the title, or on an information sticker 
located somewhere on the trailer. 

most two-horse tag-along (bumper 
pull) trailers will have a GvWR of 7,000 
pounds. this means the trailer has 
two 3,500-pound axles. most standard 
two-horse gooseneck trailers will have a 
GvWR of either 7,000 or 10,400 pounds. 

the larger/heavier the trailer, the 
stronger the axles need to be, making 
the GvWR higher. It’s a good idea to 
have your fully loaded trailer weighed 
so you know the actual weight. If you 
use this actual weight when choosing 
your tow vehicle, add at least 15 percent 
to give you a safety margin.

Now that you’re sure your tow 

vehicle is a good match, check the oil 
and all fluids and make sure your truck 
is in good operating condition. Perform 
these tasks the day before you leave.

Hitch
For a tag-along trailer, always use 

a frame-mounted hitch, not just a ball 
attached to the bumper. the frame-
mounted hitch has ratings on how much 
weight it can hold (tongue weight) and 
how much weight it can pull (carrying 
weight) that are separate from what the 
tow vehicle can haul. 

For example, say your tow vehicle 
could pull 16,000 pounds, while the 
frame-mounted hitch on it might only 
be rated to carry 4,000 pounds. the rat-
ings are usually located on a sticker on 
the hitch itself. the sticker will list two 
sets of ratings: weight-carrying ratings 
and weight-distribution ratings.

Use the weight-carrying rating if you 
have a slide-in bumper ball mount. 
Use the weight-distribution-rating 
when you use a larger slide-in weight 

Use these tips to 

thoroughly prepare 

your rig — trailer 

and tow vehicle — 

for grand adven-

tures on the road.

It’s always horses 
first, trailer second, 

tow vehicle third 
when putting your 

rig together.
heIdI NylaNd Photo
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haULIng hIntS
distribution ball mount with two steel 
bars to attach from the ball mount to 
the frame of the horse trailer. This is a 
frame-mounted hitch.

Next, check the nut that secures the 
ball onto the ball mount to make sure 
it’s tight, or check the pin that secures 
the slide-in ball mount to the frame-
mounted hitch. Also, make sure the ball 
size matches the coupler size on the 
trailer. The trailer will have two safety 
chains that should be crossed and at-
tached to slots on the frame-mounted 
hitch located on the sides of the tube 
receiver for the ball mount.

There are various types of gooseneck 
hitches available. Most brands will have a 
way to remove the ball when not in use, 
such as one that will flip down into the 
bed or one that can be removed. Make 
sure that the gooseneck hitch rating is 
enough to pull your loaded trailer safely. 

After hooking up, make sure the cou-
pler is locked or latched. You can check 
this by raising the gooseneck while the 
trailer is hitched to make sure it doesn’t 
come up off the ball. Your gooseneck 
hitch will have two places to hook the 
safety chains that are located on both 
sides near the ball.

trailer Lights/brakes/tires
After you attach your trailer to your 

hitch, connect the electrical plug. Insert 
your trailer plug into your tow vehicle 
receptacle, and start the engine. 

On a tag-along trailer, if the cord 
is tight from the trailer to the plug, it 
may pull out of the receptacle, so you 
may need to have it lengthened. If it’s 
too long, it might drag on the ground, 
so you can loop it in such a way that it 
doesn’t or have it shortened. 

The electrical cords on most new 
gooseneck trailers will be long enough 
to reach the rear plug located under the 
rear bumper. If the cord doesn’t reach, 
you will need to have an electrical con-

nection mounted in your truck bed or 
have the cord lengthened.

Check all the running lights, turn sig-
nals, and brake lights. Check the interior 
lights — they are often not pre-wired on 
the tow vehicle plug. Drive the rig slowly 
forward while operating the brake 
controller by hand until the brakes grab, 
to ensure they are working. Then use 
the brake pedal to make sure they work 
through your system, and adjust accord-
ing to your loaded weight. They should 
activate slightly before the brakes on the 
tow vehicle.

Check the tire pressure. Make sure 
they are at the maximum pounds per 
square inch (psi) when cold. Be sure 
to do this again before you head back 
from your trip.

trailer check 
Don’t assume that the trailer manu-

facturer and dealer have built and deliv-
ered your trailer ready for use. Work all 
the ramps and doors to make sure they 
work easily and latch well. Do this again 
after extended use of the trailer — some-
times things settle and stick.

Walk through the horse area and rub 
your hands over window frames, bar 
guards, butt/breast bar brackets, divid-
ers, etc., to feel for sharp edges or any 
protrusion that could harm your horse. 

If you will be tying your horse to the 
outside of the trailer, check the outside 
for sharp edges or any protrusions, as 
well. If the dividers and center posts are 
removable, practice removing them to 
make sure you can do it quickly in case 
of emergency.

tool and emergency Kits
Don’t be stuck on the road without 

the tools you may need. You will need 
a jack — I recommend Trailer Aid. Make 
sure your tool box includes a tire gauge, 
screwdrivers, electric wiring kit/tester, 
hammer, adjustable pliers, various sizes 

of adjustable wrenches, a cheater bar (to 
give you more leverage for stuck bolts), 
a T lug nut wrench for your wheels, duct 
tape, extra license-plate bolts, Gorilla 
glue, rope, and bungee cords.

Buy, or put together, accessories 
for a roadside emergency. This kit will 
include flares, triangles, first-aid kits for 
horses and humans, water, extra lead 
ropes, and halters. For a complete list 
of must-have items, check USRider’s 
website.

pre-trip practice
The day before you head out, hook up 

the trailer, and run down your checklist on 
both the trailer and tow vehicle. After you 
are sure everything is in working order, 
practice getting your horses on and off 
the trailer. You don’t want to struggle with 
them right before you’re ready to roll.

And finally, as you head down to the 
end of your drive, stop, get out, and 
walk around the trailer to check every-
thing one last time.

If you’re out on the road and you feel 
something shift, or hear something that 
doesn’t sound right, pull off the road 
somewhere safe so you can check it out. 
It could be anything from a loose ball to 
a downed horse. 

By preparing your rig fully ahead 
of time, you can relax and enjoy your 
grand adventures on the road with your 
horses. USR

Tom Scheve owns EquiSpirit Trailers with 
his wife, Neva Kittrell Scheve. They’ve 
written three books on horse trailers, 
including the nationally recognized 
textbook The Complete Guide to Buy-
ing, Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer. They reside in Southern Pines, 
North Carolina. For more information, 
call (877) 575-1771, send an e-mail to 
tom@equispirit.com, or visit www.
equispirit.com.
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You should be!
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan has 
been carefully designed with you – the 
horse owner – in mind. For just pennies 
a day, USRider provides unique 24/7 
nationwide roadside assistance for the 
safety of you and your horses, along with 
exclusive equine benefits, resulting in an 
indispensable roadside-assistance plan 
that truly exceeds other motor plans.

In addition to standard motor plan 
features, such as flat-tire assistance, 
battery assistance and lockout services, 
we provide towing up to 100 miles, 
roadside repairs for tow vehicles and 
trailers with horses, emergency stabling, 
veterinary and farrier referrals, and much 
more. As an added bonus, USRider 
Members are covered in any vehicle 
they are traveling in – even if they are not 
driving or pulling a horse trailer.

At USRider, we are committed to the 
welfare and safety of our Members and 
their Horses. Watch the video for more 
information!

Ready to hitch up with USRider?  
Simply call 

1-800-844-1409
or click here.

Who Will You Call? 

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

If you are not already  
a USRider Member 
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USr coMMUnIty

USRider Expands  
Emergency-Stabling  
Facilities

While traveling with your horses in an unfamiliar area, 
what would you do if your vehicle broke down, or worse, you 
were involved in an incident requiring overnight repairs and 
temporary shelter for your horses?

Fortunately, USRider provides emergency stabling refer-
rals for Members. To enhance this service, USRider is seek-
ing to expand its existing database of emergency stabling 
facilities that are available for use by Members. The call is 
being put out to fellow equestrians across the United States 
and Canada to assist in this effort.

If you would be willing to help provide traveling fellow 
equestrians with emergency stabling on a case-by-case ba-
sis, please log onto the USRider website at www.usrider.org/
stable, or write to USRider Equestrian Motor Plan, PO Box 
54711, Lexington, KY 40555. When writing, please provide 
directions to your site. USR

USRider Community

Sign up for Paperless Billing
In the interest of being more environmentally friendly, USRider encourages its 

Members to sign up for paperless billing. Not only will this make renewing your 
membership easy, but it will also cut down on the amount of paper used and 
reduce the amount of mail you receive from the post office.

Going paperless is easy and hassle free. You won’t receive a paper bill 
for your annual renewal and you won’t have to worry about writing a 

check and finding a stamp. You’ll receive an e-mail when it’s time to 
renew. Then simply use your credit card to pay online. To sign up 

for paperless billing, log on to www.usrider.org, and click on the 
“Renew/Members Area” page. USR

USRider encourages Members 
to be environmentally friendly with 

paperless billing.

More Community ➽ 
hEIdI NYLANd PhOTO
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USRider Community

Large Animal Rescue Training Advanced  
USRider has donated significant 

funding to the University of Florida 
College of Veterinary Medicine over the 
years to support the college’s large-an-
imal-rescue initiatives. To help further 
the cause of improving large-animal 
emergency rescue training, USRider’s 
latest donation was used toward the 
purchase of a Rescue Randy, a horse 
rescue mannequin, for the college’s 
disaster response team, also known as 
VETS.

As a rescue mannequin, Randy will 
help advance Florida’s large-animal 
technical rescue training to a new level 
by providing a more realistic “victim” 
for the VETS team to encounter during 
training about horse-trailer accidents, 
sink holes, and other scenarios, in-
creasing the breadth and complexity of 
training possibilities. 

The mannequin will also allow the 
VETS team to reduce the use of live 
horses during training. This, in turn, 
will reduce risk of injury to both the 
horses and the students, as well as 
open new venues for training.

The VETS team is a core component 
of the state-wide animal and agricul-
ture disaster-response team, SART, 
based at the UF College of Veterinary 
Medicine. The team is composed of 
college staff and faculty with an inter-
est in disaster response. 

The team trains veterinary students, 
practitioners in the state reserve corps 
(Vet Corps), other SART partner agen-
cies, mounted police units, and local 
fire departments in large-animal tech-
nical rescue across the state of Florida. 
The funding for team equipment and 
training has been provided by dona-

tions and grants.
Since Florida is home to a very 

large and continually growing equine 
population, and is prone to a wide 
array of natural disasters — includ-
ing hurricanes, tornadoes, tropical 
storms, floods, and wildfires — USRider 
is extremely pleased to support the 
outreach aspect of UF’s mission to train 
the various responders. The UF team 
has already made tremendous prog-
ress in Florida, and USRider encour-
ages other horse owners and organiza-
tions to support their efforts, as well.

Since USRider’s establishment 
in January 2002, the company has 
endeavored to raise awareness of the 
need for training in large-animal emer-
gency rescue. For more information, 
visit www.usrider.org, or call 
(800) 844-1409. USR

Rescue Randy, a 
life-sized rescue 
mannequin, was 
purchased recently 
by the UF Col-
lege of Veterinary 
Medicine to assist 
in large-animal 
rescue training.
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USRider Community

Sign Up for LAR Training
If you’re interested in attending the 

Technical Large-Animal Emergency 
Rescue Training provided cooperatively 
this spring by USRider and Eastern 
Kentucky University, be sure to sign up 
now as space is limited.

The training demonstrates the 
proper ways to assist large animals in-
volved in transportation accidents and 
other emergencies. Instruction covers 
the use of sedatives and tranquilizers, 
chemical restraint, rescue ropes and 
knots, rescue from barn fires, mud 
rescue, helicopter rescue, water rescue, 
and other situations. 

The training consists of 30 hours of 
classroom instruction and hands-on 
training; it qualifies each student to 
receive FSE 489 credit for the class.

With an emphasis on recruiting fire 
and EMT responders, veterinarians, 
and other rescue personnel, the three-
day training seminar is scheduled for 
March 26-28. The seminar will kick off 
with a HazMat 
Decontamination 
of Large Animals 
on March 25.

Due to the 
hands-on nature 

of the training, each large-animal 
emergency rescue seminar is limited 
to 30 participants. Call today to re-
serve your space for the training. For 
more information, contact the EKU 
Safety, Security & Emergency Manage-
ment Department at (859) 622-1051, 
or e-mail beth.mccoy@eku.edu. USR

EKU’s Technical Large-Animal  
Emergency Rescue training 

demonstrates the proper way 
to assist large animals in-

volved in transport accidents 
or other emergencies.

USr coMMUnIty
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Giddyup Gourmet Horse Treats
Giddyup Gourmet Horse Treats are delicious gourmet cookies 
made with supreme farm-fresh ingredients – such as rich dark 
molasses, apples and carrots, and whole grains – slow baked for 
24 hours to ensure even baking for a better quality treat. Treats are 
available in four delicious flavors. Wrapped in bright, eye-catching, 
whimsical cloth bags, these treats make great gifts! Also try our 
Horsey Bars in two yummy horse-pleasing flavors. USRider Mem-
bers receive a free Horsey Bar with any purchase, plus free ship-
ping on orders of $50 or more. Visit www.giddyupgourmet.com. 

USRider Members enjoy 
money-saving discounts 

through the Winner’s Circle 
Advantage benefits program. 

Through this exclusive program, 
Members have access to dozens of nationally 
recognized equestrian retailers who specialize in 
apparel and accessories; farm and stable equip-
ment and supplies; gifts, art and collectibles; 
health care; publications; tack and equipment; 
trailers/trailer accessories; transportation; rental 
car and hotel/motel discounts, and more!  

The program is simple to use. USRider Mem-
bers can access these benefits directly through 
the Members Area of the USRider website — 
www.usrider.org — as well as through a Winner’s 
Circle Advantage brochure enclosed in member-
ship kits and renewal mailings. Simple instruc-
tions explain how to find your favorite suppliers and use 
access codes to take advantage of their special offers. With 
so many discount opportunities, USRider Members can 
easily save the cost of their membership and more! USR

USRider Benefits

As a Member of USRider, you have ac-
cess to Winner’s Circle Advantage. Watch 
the video to find out more about the 
program’s valuable benefits. 

Winner’s Circle Advantage

If there is a company or product you would like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits  
 program, please send an e-mail to lindalee@usrider.org. 

Horse Treats
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office depot
Taking Care of Business — that’s Office Depot’s motto. As a global supplier 

of office products and services, Office Depot provides 
the convenience of shopping online, by phone, by fax 
or in a store. As a USRider Member you can receive 

preferred pricing on thousands of office supplies and furniture. To see the 
extensive choice of office products, visit www.officedepot.com. 

USRider Benefits
USr benefItS

®

farmVet.com
FarmVet.com proudly serves equine athletes. With access to over 
50,000 animal health products and supplies, an extensive equine 
pharmacy, the highest level of customer service, and fast shipments, 

FarmVet.com is confident they can provide what you need, when 
you need it. USRider Members receive a 5% discount. Visit  
www.FarmVet.com to view more of FarmVet’s great selection 
of products.  USR

farm and Stable equipment and Supplies

the Sherwin williams company
The Sherwin-Williams Company has not only grown to be the largest 
producer of paints and coatings in the United States, but is among the 
largest producers in the world. USRider Members can receive up to 
40% discount on Sherwin-Williams paints, plus discounts on in-store 
products, including floor and wall coverings. For more decorating 
ideas, visit www.sherwinwilliams.com. 

John deere
Nothing Runs Like A Deere™. For more than 170 years, John Deere contin-
ues to manufacture and distribute a full line of equipment for use in agricul-

ture, construction, forestry, and lawn care. USRider Members can save 
up to 23% off retail list price on select models of new farm equipment, 
lawn and garden care including garden tractors, riding mowers, Gator 
utility vehicles, commercial mowing equipment and compact utility 
tractors. Other discounts include construction equipment such as grad-
ers, loaders and skid steers.  To get a better idea of the many uses of 
John Deere equipment, visit www.johndeere.com. 

health care



HitcH up!   USRider Equestrian Motor Plan

Your Quarterly Guide to Trailer Safety & Travel

Winter 2010

PLUS!  More Valuable Information

Safety News • Member Story • On-the-Go Gear • Truck Savvy • USRider Community • USRider Benefits • 

Published by MyHorse.com and Horse Media Group

Subscribe to
Hitch Up! 

e-Magazine

Brought to you by USRider 
and MyHorse.com. 

Hitch Up! features 
informative videos, trailering 

how-tos, safety news,  
hauling hints, exciting  
destinations, on-the-go 

products, valuable USRider 
services, and much more!

Delivered straight to 
your inbox!

Sign Up Now!
It’s Absolutely 

FREE!
Click Here to Subscribe


