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Keynotes
This issue: USRider partners with AQHA; winter-driving 
tips; use caution with energy-efficient LED traffic signals; 
prevent carbon monoxide poisoning; and more.
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Member Story
A Drive for Adventure. This carriage driver 
enrolled in USRider the night before a trip to the 
Kentucky Horse Park with her ponies. Good thing.

Travel Tips
Your Horse’s Coggins Test. If you take your horse on the road, 
a Coggins test for equine infectious anemia is especially impor-
tant — and usually required. Here’s what you need to know.

Trailer Clinic
Step Into My Trailer, Please. Use John Lyons’ 
gentle, nine-step method to teach your horse to 
calmly load into the trailer. Click & learn!

Hauling Hints
Prep Your Trailer for Winter. Here’s how to prepare 
your trailer for a harsh winter, while keeping it ready in case 
of an emergency. Handy checklist!

On-the-Go Gear
This issue: Trailer-tying system; solar emergency 
radio; slow-feeder hay bag; shipping halter; ship-
ping boots. Bonus video and live links!

USRider Community
This issue: This holiday season, consider giving a USRider 
membership; USRider Member testimonials; stay with your 
vehicle; sign up for Technical Large-Animal Rescue Training.

Destinations
Land of Enchantment. In New Mexico’s Gila National Forest, 
you can ride for endless miles, then soak in a hot spring and 
bunk down in a scenic horse camp. Bonus slideshow!
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USRider Benefits
USRider recognizes benefits partners in the 
money-saving Winner’s Circle Advantage 
Benefits Program. Bonus video! COVER PHOTO BY HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO
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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses 
is our top priority. To help us keep the focus on, as well 
as show our respect to, these invaluable components of 

USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and “Horse” 
where these words relate to our membership program. 
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Functionality
        Click to Zoom 
          Click to enlarge 
any element on the page.

            Click to  
Start Video

             Click to  
 Stop Video 

Information
Click for More 
Click to view the 

rest of the story and/or more 
information.

Communication
E-Mail Us
Click this icon.

Subscribe
Click for your free  

subscription to Hitch Up! quarterly 
online magazine.

PLUS! More ways to make the 
most of Hitch Up! 
Use the new tools below each page to:
•  Go to any page in this issue.
•   Send this issue to a friend, or to your 

favorite social network.
•  Download a PDF.
•  Save or send a clipping.

Navigation
Turn Page  
Click any corner  
to turn the page. 

Home
Click here to  

return to the table of contents.

Navigation Bar
On every page is a direct link 
to each section. Just roll your 
mouse over a selection and 
click!

Welcome to Hitch Up!
Welcome to the Winter 2012 issue of Hitch Up! 

magazine, brought to you by the talented staffs of 
USRider Equestrian Motor Plan, EquiSearch.com, and 
Active Interest Media Equine Network.

In this issue, you’ll learn how to prepare your 
trailer for winter and why a traveling horse’s Coggins 
test is so important. Plus, John Lyons will teach you 
how to calmly load your horse into a trailer.    

We also take you to New Mexico’s Gila National 
Forest, and relate the story of a Member who 
encountered problems heading from Ohio to 
Kentucky Horse Park with her team of carriage 
ponies.

And don’t miss our safety tips, trailering 
gear, USRider Community news, valuable 
USRider Member benefits, and more!

CLICK CORNER
TO TURN PAGE

These tools 
appear on 
every page

This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider Membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication and the 
USRider Service Contract, the Service Contract shall control. Copies of the Service Contract are available at www.usrider.org. USRider does not 
endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to horse owners. USRider receives no income 
from advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s  
FREE to 
Subscribe! 

Not a subscriber?  
Click on the sub-

scribe icon on any 
page, or see  

page 28. 
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USRider Partners with AQHA
USRider is proud to announce a new partnership with  

the American Quarter Horse Association. The partner-
ship establishes USRider as the official roadside assistance 
service provider for AQHA and is 
one of the new benefits offered 
to AQHA members. 

“We are very excited about 
our new relationship with the 
AQHA” said Bill Riss, general 
manager of USRider. “The AQHA 
is dedicated to providing value 
and services to American Quar-
ter Horse owners. We are proud 
to be associated with the AQHA, 
and look forward to the oppor-
tunity to offer them the value 
and peace of mind that comes 
with USRider membership.”

USRider — in its 10th year of operation — is the only 
company to provide emergency roadside assistance for 
horse owners. Through the Equestrian Motor Plan, USRider 

provides nationwide roadside 
assistance and towing services, 
along with other travel-related 
benefits to its Members. USR

The new USRider/
American Quarter Horse 
Association partnership 
establishes USRider as the 
official roadside assistance 
service provider for the 
AQHA and is one of the 
new benefits offered to 
AQHA members. 

Keynotes•USRider Update

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO
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Prevent Carbon-Monoxide Poisoning
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a potentially deadly 

gas produced any time a carbon-based fuel (such as 
gasoline, propane, charcoal, or oil) burns. Sources 
include gasoline engines, generators, cooking ranges, 
and space heaters. Carbon monoxide is undetect-
able — it has no color, no odor, no taste; it causes no 
respiratory irritation; and it mixes evenly with the air. 

Victims of CO poisoning usually aren’t aware 
they’re being exposed to the deadly gas and be-
come impaired in ways that can lead to death. 
Symptoms include light-headedness, dizziness, 
headaches, nausea, confusion, and vomiting. Pro-
longed exposure to low concentrations or very short 
exposure to high concentrations can lead to death.

Take precautions to avoid CO poisoning. “We don’t 
recommend any type of heating system to be used in horse 
trailers, unless the heater was installed by the manufac-
turer,” said Bill Riss, general manager of USRider. “Factory-
installed heating systems should be serviced annually by a 
professional and operated strictly under recommendations 
of the manufacturer.”

In your living-quarters trailer, avoid using a stove for 
heat under any circumstances. Install a CO detector in 

any trailer that has gas appliances. Be aware of the risks, 
ensure sufficient ventilation, and properly install and main-
tain equipment. USR

KEYNOTES

More Keynotes ➽ 

Keynotes•Safety News

RENÉ E. RILEY PHOTO

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO

Use Caution at Wintry Intersections
Have you noticed that traffic signals are 

looking a little different these days? What 
you’re seeing is the effort to save money and 
energy. Cities across the United States are 
replacing their incandescent traffic lights with 
new, energy-efficient LED traffic signals.

While these new signals provide brighter 
lights that last much longer and save a lot of 
energy, it’s also becoming evident that they 
have a hazardous downside. The bulbs burn so 
coolly that snow and ice don’t melt off. Instead, 
they can just accumulate on the light, obscuring 
it completely. This problem has been blamed 
for dozens of accidents across the country and 
at least one death.

USRider suggests caution when driving dur-

ing winter weather conditions. Although you 
may clearly see that you have a green light 
— and therefore the right-of-way — a driver 
coming from another direction might not see 
a light that’s covered with ice and snow, and 
could very likely not be prepared to stop. 

Until a solution for this problem can be 
found, be extra cautious. Remember, if you 
can’t see a traffic light at an intersection, 
treat it as a stop sign.

For additional safety tips, visit the USRider 
website, and go to the Equine Travel Safety 
Area. USR

LED bulbs in traffic lights burn so coolly 
that snow and ice don’t melt off, and 

can obscure the lights completely.

In your living-quarters trailer, avoid using a stove for heat 
under any circumstances. Install a CO detector in any trailer 
that has gas appliances. Be aware of the risks, ensure sufficient 
ventilation, and properly install and maintain equipment.  



www.USRIDER.ORG

JOIn tODay.

(800) 844-1409  

Better 
Together.

Administered by Motor Club of America Enterprises, Inc.

• 24/7 nationwide roadside assistance
• 100 miles free towing radius
• Flat tire service on dual wheels
• Emergency stabling assistance

• Emergency veterinarian referrals
• Emergency farrier referrals
• Coverage in any vehicle

Peace of mind  
with every membership.  

JOIn tODay.

aQHa is proud to announce USRider Equestrian Motor Plan 

as the official roadside assistance provider of aQHa. aQHa 

endorses USRider and encourages  members to join USRider 

Equestrian Motor Plan and begin enjoying the peace of mind 

that comes with a USRider membership. 

USRider is the premier provider of nationwide roadside assistance for 
equestrians. Created for horse owners by people who love and own horses, USRider provides 
peace of mind while traveling with your horse. While most other motor plans will do nothing for 
your horse, USRider covers you, your truck, your trailer and your horse. Some of the benefits of 
USRider membership include:
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Winter-Driving Tips 
This winter, maintain your trailer, 

and follow these winter-driving tips.
•   Go slow. Follow this rule of thumb: 

“rain, ice, and snow — take it slow.” 
Slow down even more when ap-
proaching curves, ramps, bridges, 
and interchanges. Avoid abrupt 
actions, such as quick lane changes, 
braking, and accelerating. 

•   Check the weather. Before setting 
out on a trip, check weather reports, 
and plan accordingly. In many states, 
you can dial 5-1-1 for travel condi-
tions and road closures. Allow extra 
time for inclement weather. Be aware 
of changing conditions. Look ahead, 
and keep track of the driving condi-
tions in front of you. Actions by other 
drivers can alert you to problems and 
give you time to react. Look out for 
black ice, which is hard to see. 

•  Don’t become overconfident. 
Don’t be susceptible to the false 

security of four-wheel drive. While 
four-wheel drive may help you go, it 
won’t help you stop. 

•  Use your headlights. Always drive 
with your headlights on during in-
clement weather, even if it isn’t dark. 
In fact, drive with headlights on any 
time when trailering, regardless of 
weather, to increase your visibility.

•  Increase distance. During inclement 
weather, double the normal distance 
between vehicles to allow more stop-
ping room.   

•  Brake gently. Stopping on snow or 
ice without skidding and/or jackknif-
ing takes extra distance. Use brakes 
very gently to avoid skidding. If you 
begin to skid or jackknife, ease up on 
the brake, and steer into the skid to 
regain control.

•  Turn off cruise control. Avoid using 
cruise control on wet roads to help 
maintain control of your vehicle. 

•  Invest in snow tires. During winter 
months, traction tires are recom-
mended. Such tires must have at 
least one-eighth-inch of tread, and 
be labeled “Mud and Snow,” “M+S,” 
or “All-Season,” or have a mountain/
snowflake symbol. See your tire dealer 
to find out which tires are best for your 
vehicle.

•  Carry chains. Comply with the chain 
laws in your area and the area you’ll 
be driving through. 

•  Watch for snowplows. Take extra 
precaution around snow-removal 
equipment. In some cases, the opera-
tor’s vision may be reduced. Give 
operators plenty of room, staying at 
least 200 feet behind them. 

•  Top off the tank. Re-fuel when your 
fuel gauge drops below the halfway 
mark. USR

In winter, weather and driving 
conditions can change rapidly. Be 
aware of your environment, and 
keep track of the driving conditions 
ahead. Be sure to turn on your 
headlights to increase visibility.

Keep it Neat 
Need to clean up your trailer’s tack room and 

make sure you have your needed supplies handy? 
Attach a paper-towel holder to the tack area’s wall, and load 
it up with Vetrap 
bandages, duct tape, 

twine, and any other 
on-the-roll item you use 

frequently. 
This “vertical” storage idea will 

help you keep your trailer orga-
nized, and you’ll never need to 
chase after items that can roll away. 

For an especially neat tack area, 
install two matching towel racks; 
keep paper towels on one and horse 
gear on the other. USR

Handy 
Tip

Load up Vetrap, duct tape, and 
other supply rolls on a towel rack 
to keep them from rolling around 
your trailer’s tack room.

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO

CLiX PHOTO
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I wasn’t planning to travel from our 
home in Ohio to the Kentucky Horse 
Park in June for the annual Carriage 
Round Up. I was retiring June 1, and 
our family was going to St. Augustine, 
Florida, the following week for our an-
nual vacation. 

We have a barn full of ponies, two 
busy teenagers, and I work nights 
in a busy intensive care unit. While 
I love the Carriage Round Up, there 
was really no way I was going to cram 
anything more into my schedule. 

Trip Planning
My daughter had other ideas. All 

she could think about was the Carriage 
Round Up. In her defense, we’d just 
put together a new team of ponies, and 
she kept telling me it would be good 
experience for them. 

She was right — they needed miles. 
The more I thought about it, my confi-
dence grew. The ponies were promis-
ing and uncomplicated. Our friends 

and mentors would be there. We’d be 
safe. We’d have fun. 

I finally agreed to go, and quickly 
arranged for stabling and lodging. 

Following the advice of some fellow 
equestrians, I decided to join USRider 
Equestrian Motor Plan. I’d never had 
an incident while hauling horses, but 
thought I should have a way to call for 
assistance in case anything went wrong. 

So, at 11 p.m. on the night before 
we were to leave for Kentucky, I joined 
USRider online. The last thing I did be-
fore turning out the lights was to print 
the receipt. It’s a darn good thing I did. 

 ‘A Company That Cares’  
At 9 a.m., we picked up our trainer, 

Meredith, and headed south for the 
Kentucky Horse Park. 

Near Columbus, Ohio, we stopped for 
gas. While fueling up, I walked around 
the truck for my usual “idiot check” 
—  making sure the ponies were comfort-
able, the doors were latched, etc. 

It was then that I noticed a flat 
trailer tire. These were brand-new tires 
purchased only one month earlier. I 
realized we must have driven over a 
road hazard and gashed a tire. 

“Well, let’s give USRider a try,” I 
said, pulling the receipt from my glove 
box. My heart sank as I read that my 
membership wouldn’t be active until 
the next day. I called anyway. 

Disarming me at first breath, the 
first thing the Member Care Special-
ist asked me was, “Are you and your 
Horses safe?” 

Those words put me at ease, assur-
ing me that this was clearly a company 
that cares. I told her the problem. She 
asked if I had a spare; I had to admit I 
did not. 

“No matter,” she replied. She di-
rected me to drive to a nearby service 
center that could fix my tire. Before clos-
ing the call, the woman told me to call 
back if I had any more problems. Since 
the drive was short, I thought my other 
tires would be okay, so off we went. 

At the Goodyear store, we were 
greeted by friendly service people 
who told us that there was no need to 
unload the ponies. 

“That’s great news,” I said. Then 
I added, half-jokingly, “Now, if you 
could just direct us to the closest thrift 
store, we’ll get out of your hair and let 
you work.” 

Member Story

A Drive for Adventure

   MEMBERSTORY 

This carriage 

driver enrolled in 

USRider the night 

before a trip to the 

Kentucky Horse 

Park with her po-

nies. Good thing. 

Kristin wasn’t planning on going to 
the annual Carriage Round Up at the 
Kentucky Horse Park, but changed her 
mind at the last minute. Late on the 
night before the trip, she joined USRider 
online. It was a good thing she did.
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MEMBER STORY

   MEMBERSTORY 

Without missing a beat, 
the serviceman pointed past 
the window and directed 
us to a huge Goodwill store 
across the street. For an hour, 
we immersed ourselves in 
the friendly banter of trea-
sure hunting, after which 
we were back on the road to Kentucky.  
We arrived at the Kentucky Horse Park, 
unloaded the ponies, and settled in. We 
met up with our friends over a nice din-
ner in a charming Kentucky restaurant. 

I told my fellow equestrians about 
our adventure, how I’d fortuitously 
joined USRider before we left, and 
how the company had helped me even 
before my membership was officially 
activated. 

I realized that I might have sounded 
like a radio endorsement, but the com-
pany was so great, I couldn’t help it. 

Truck Trouble
On Saturday, we toured a portion 

of the Bourbon Trail. Heading back to 
the Horse Park, I became increasingly 
concerned that the interior of my truck 
wasn’t cooling down as it should. 

As we neared the Horse Park, my 
power steering went out, then my 
brakes. I coasted and downshifted to a 
stop. It was 6 p.m. on a Saturday night. 

What could I do? 
I pulled out my trusty receipt from 

the glove box and called USRider. A 
welcoming voice said to me, “Are you 
and your Horses all right?” 

I explained that I wasn’t hauling 
anything, but that my truck had broken 
down. To my great relief, Robby Keesee, 
the friendly Member Care Specialist, 
assured me that we’d be fine, promptly 
taking down my location and telling me 
that a tow truck was on its way. 

Back on the Road
The tow-truck driver was an old 

hand at roadside disasters. With a 
southern drawl, he entertained us 
with amusing local stories as he deftly 
hooked my truck to the tow. When all 
was ready, the three of us climbed into 
the cab and headed to the repair shop. 

We reached the repair shop at 7 
p.m. To my surprise, the driver had 
figured out the problem before we got 
there and had called ahead to order 

the necessary part. Forty-five 
minutes later, we were back 
on the road to the Horse 
Park.

That was the end of our 
incidents. Although it was a 
bit of a hassle, our journey 
was — as our trainer predicted 

— every bit an “adventure.” 
With our deep love of carriage driv-

ing and the equine life, I’m sure the 
road ahead will offer us many opportu-
nities for adventure. 

Lucky for my family, we’ll always 
have USRider to keep those experienc-
es on the tame side, no matter where 
we travel.  

—   Kristin S. 
Macedonia, Ohio

Trailer Tip
If you don’t plan on using your trailer over the winter, clean it out 

after its last use. Empty all perishable items from the tack compart-
ment, dressing room, and living quarters. Remove anything that could 
be damaged if the roof or windows leak. Put a couple of handfuls of 
mothballs inside to help repel mice and other pests. Then, either store 
your trailer inside, or tarp it — making sure to cover the tires. 

USRider Wants Your Feedback 
Do you have an idea for a story? 
We’d love to hear it. We’re always 
looking for topics of interest to our 
readers — and, that’s you.

Much of the information in 
each issue of Hitch Up! comes 
from our unique perspective as 
the only motor plan to provide 
emergency roadside assistance to 
horse owners. Our staff members 
— with their experiences at USRid-
er and as horse owners — along 
with our Members and readers, 
are the driving force behind what 
we publish in Hitch Up! 

This is your magazine, and we 
encourage you to have a voice. 
Please e-mail your feedback, 
articles, and story ideas to  
usrider@usrider.org. We also 
love photos and short videos. 

On the way to the Kentucky Horse Park, Kristin noticed a flat 
trailer tire. Her heart sank when she noticed that her USRider 
membership wouldn’t become active until the following day, but 
she decided to call anyway. USRider sent help immediately.  
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Trailer Clinic

Step into My Trailer, Please
Use John Lyons’ 

gentle, nine-step 

method to teach 

your horse to  

calmly load into 

the trailer.

BY JOHN LYONS WITH 
MAUREEN GALLATIN 

The last place you want to have a 
fight with your horse is at the trailer, 
especially if there’s a pressing need for 
him to step inside.

People often go to great lengths 
to try to determine why their horses 
won’t go into a trailer. It may be that 
the horse is afraid of a small space, 
or the trailer is dark inside, or that it 
smells funny, or perhaps he’s had a 
bad experience. In reality, we won’t 
ever know. 

Sometimes you can help a horse 
over his reluctance by using a bigger, 
more open trailer. But the bottom line 
is this: If your horse doesn’t walk into 
the trailer on cue, he hasn’t learned to 
lead on cue. Here, we’ll break down 
the process and focus on teaching, or 
re-teaching, him the individual pieces.

PHOTOS BY  
MAUREEN GALLATIN

If your horse doesn’t walk into the trailer on cue, he hasn’t learned to lead on cue. 
Here, John Lyons (shown with Seattle) will break down the loading process and focus 
on teaching, or re-teaching, the individual pieces.

Get Ready
Basically, to load a horse into a 

trailer, you point his nose in the trailer 
and give him a signal to “go forward.” 
It works just like that when he’s been 
trained. But getting to that stage re-
quires working on a few aspects. 

The most obvious is the go-forward 
signal, both teaching it and practicing 
enough so your horse obeys, even 
when he’d rather not. The second is 
closing off the other options, so he 
realizes that stepping forward into a 
trailer is what we want him to do. 
Important: You don’t have to get 
your horse into the trailer in one les-

son. He won’t have gotten away with 
anything if you stop the lesson at any 
time. Don’t declare war on him. He’s 
your partner. Work on the lesson until 
he loads and unloads calmly and on 
command. 
Trailer prep: Hook your trailer to your 
truck, and drive to a level spot where 
you have plenty of area to work, such 
as inside an arena or pasture. Close 
the front and side doors, and open the 
roof vents to allow for air movement. 
Remove any feed, because that will be 
a distraction from your cues. Open the 
back doors, and stabilize the divider. 
If you have a slant-load trailer, clip 
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TRAILER CLINIC

Step into My Trailer, Please
Before you begin 
the lesson, apply 
boots on your 
horse to protect 
his legs. When he 
steps off the trailer, 
his foot may actu-
ally goes under-
neath the edge of 
the floor.

the partition open so it doesn’t move 
around. 
You’ll need: A snaffle bridle; a lead 
rope; leg boots; a stiff, dressage-type 
whip about 36 inches long. 
Before you begin: Put the snaffle 
bridle on your horse; you’ll have much 
better control with the bridle than a 
halter. Remove the reins, and clip a 
lead rope to the left side of the bit. 
Apply boots on your horse’s legs to 
protect them should he scrape himself 
on the trailer or accidentally knock one 
leg with the other. Lead him to a safe 
work area with good footing.

Step 1: Teach the Go-Forward 
Cue 

Even if your horse normally walks 
forward with your voice or body 
language cues, you should teach him 
a physical “go forward” cue to rein-
force the other cues. It’ll also give you 
a way to reward him instantly when 
he makes the slightest move in the 
correct direction.

To teach the go-forward cue, stand 
facing your horse’s left shoulder. Hold 
the lead rope in your left hand, a few 
inches below his chin, to prevent him 
from turning to the left or right. 

Holding the dressage whip in your 

right hand, tap the top of your horse’s 
left hip, continuing the taps until he 
takes a step forward. Stopping the taps 
at the right time is the most important 
part of what you’re doing.

After teaching the cue from both the 
left and the right, take your horse into 
various situations, and practice it. For 
instance, “load” him into his stall, a 
wash rack, and onto a tarp. 

With practice, your horse will 
respond when you merely point to his 
hip. If he doesn’t step forward within 
two seconds, begin tapping. The mo-
ment he steps forward, stop tapping. 

More Trailer Clinic ➽ 
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After a few steps, use the lead rope to 
ask him to stop, and pet him.
Step 2: Close the Escape  
Options

When your horse gets to the trailer, 
and sometimes on the way to the 
trailer, he’ll likely do something other 
than stepping forward. Try to close off 
those options before you get to the 
trailer, where it’s more dangerous than 
out in the open. 

The most common options are: 
backing up; raising his head, or per-
haps rearing; pulling away to the right; 
swinging his hindquarters toward you; 
and pushing forward, crowding be-
tween you and the trailer. Here’s how 
to handle each one.
Escape Option #1: Backing up. 
Solution: Go with your horse, and 
continue using the go-forward cue 
as he backs up. Don’t try to pull him 
forward. Stop tapping the moment 
he stops backing and leans forward 
as though he’s thinking of taking a 
forward step. 
Escape Option #2: Raising his 
head, or rearing.
Solution: Teach your horse the “head 
down” cue. Though your goal is to 
have him drop his head, do the “hips 
over” first in order to teach him the 
connection between rein pressure and 

the release of rein pressure. 
Here’s the thumbnail version of the 

lesson. Put a snaffle bridle on your 
horse, and ask him to walk forward. 
Pull the left rein toward his left hip until 
he takes a big step to his right with his 
left hind foot (“hips over”). Immedi-
ately release the rein, and pet him.

Ask your horse to move forward, 
and again pick up the rein. When he 
turns his nose toward you, anticipat-
ing the hips-over movement, he’ll also 
drop his head slightly. Release the rein. 

With practice, he’ll learn that he can 
relieve tension on the rein by “giving” 
or “yielding” to that pressure. From 

then on, when your horse raises his 
head and pulls against the lead, he’ll 
feel the tension and release himself 
from it by dropping his head.  

Rearing is extremely dangerous. If 
the horse rears as you’re leading him 
toward the trailer, don’t try to load him 
into the trailer until you’ve gotten good 
control with the “head down” cue. 
Escape Option #3: Pulling away to 
the right.
Solution: Move quickly toward your 
horse’s left hip, and pull the rein to ask 
for a hips over. Immediately ask him 
to go forward. Practice teaching your 
horse to “give to pressure,” drop his 

Trailer Clinic Continued

About John Lyons
John Lyons is known as “America’s Most Trusted Horseman.” His ideas and 
concepts in horse training have influenced every performance level, riding 
style, and horse breed throughout the world. 
Lyons is one of the most sought-after trainers, speakers, demonstrators, and 
clinicians in the United States and abroad. His certified trainer program has 
graduated almost 300 trainers. Lyons and his wife, Jody, live and work in 
Parachute, Colorado. 

MAUREEN GALLATIN PHOTO 

Practice the go-forward cue away from the trailer until both you and your horse have 
it down pat.
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Step 3. Approach the trailer. Begin 
some distance away from the trailer, 
then ask your horse to go forward 
toward the trailer. Pet him the moment 
that he steps forward. 

As you approach the trailer, there 
will be a spot where he stops, perhaps 
20 or 30 feet from the trail-
er. Allow him to stop, and 
pet him there. That’s the 
outside edge of his com-
fort zone right now.  He’s 
done everything right, and 
by allowing him to stand, 
you’re telling him that he’s 
safe there. If things get too 
stressful up at the trailer, 
this is the place you’ll 
come to practice your cues.

When you feel that you 
have a 90 percent chance 
of success, ask your horse 
to walk forward. He’ll 
likely go a few steps and 
stop again. That’s okay. 
His comfort zone has 

stretched, and that’s a good thing. 
Again, let him stand and relax. 

When you feel that you have a 90 
percent chance of having him walk for-
ward, ask your horse to step forward 
again. Use that process all the way up 
to the trailer.

If your horse shows the beginning 
signs of any of the escape options 
discussed earlier, don’t get mad at him. 
Simply use the appropriate solution 
to show him that isn’t the option you 
want, and continue with the lesson. 

Click on the steps below for the rest of John Lyons’ trailer-loading technique.

head on cue, and go forward.
Escape Option #4: Swinging his 
hindquarters toward you.
Solution: Pull the rein firmly toward 
his hip to get him to step to his right. 
Then tap his hip to tell him to go for-
ward. Watch that you don’t get kicked.

Your horse may also kick at the 
whip. Be sure you’re not tapping 
randomly or aggravating him with a 
million little taps. Tap firmly to signal 
him, and stop tapping the instant you 
sense that he’s about to step forward. 

If your horse kicks out once or 

twice in frustration, just ignore it, and 
concentrate on what you want him to 
do. Don’t allow his kicking to become 
your focus. Simply move his hips away 
from you. 
Escape Option #5: Pushing  
forward, crowding into you.
Solution: This is dangerous out in the 
open, but will be even more so when 
you’re at the trailer. Use the “hips 
over” to slow your horse’s forward 
movement. Control his nose, asking 
him to drop his head or to move his 
shoulder over. 

Be sure you have very good con-
trol before bringing your horse to the 
trailer. Practice asking him to go for-
ward, then use the left rein to move his 
shoulders away from you. (Pull the rein 
toward his left shoulder. Release the 
rein when the shoulder seems to melt 
away from you and his step is slightly 
to the right rather than straight ahead 
or toward you.) 

When you ask your horse to 
stop, ask him to drop his head so he 
doesn’t throw his head up or charge 
into your space.

Step 3   Step 4   Step 5   Step 6   Step 7  Step 8  Step 9

If you’ve done your home-
work, allowing your horse to 
stop at the edge of his com-
fort zone, then approaching 
the trailer usually isn’t a 
traumatic event. 

TRAILER CLINIC
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Destinations

In the Gila  

National Forest, 

you can ride in 

peace for endless 

miles, then soak 

in a hot spring 

and bunk down in 

a primitive horse 

camp. 

Land of Enchantment
Destination: Gila National Forest, 
near the Gila Cliff Dwellings National 
Monument, 44 miles north of Silver 
City, New Mexico, on Highway 15. The 
roads are very windy, and the last five 
miles are extremely steep! This isn’t a 
road for worn-out brakes.
Overview: The Gila National For-

est encompasses three wilderness 
areas, the Gila, the Aldo Leopold, and 
the Blue Range. This area has more 
than 1,400 miles of trails, ancient cliff 
dwellings, four of the six life zones 
(areas with similar plant and animal 
communities), hot springs, 360 miles 
of streams, and five lakes. 

Campgrounds: 
Near the Gila 
Cliff Dwellings 
National Monu-
ment there are 
two primitive 
campgrounds 
with corrals for 
horses, TJ’s Camp 
and Woody’s Cor-
ral. We stayed at 
Woody’s Corral, 
which consists of 
four large corrals 
and a good-sized 
water tank with 
a working water 
tap. This is a 
scenic, spacious 
camp and best 
of all, free! (For 
more camp-
ground informa-
tion, visit the Gila 
National Forest 
website.)
Visitor’s center: 
At the visitor cen-
ter, about a mile 
from Woody’s 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY  
KENT & CHARLENE KRONE

For miles of trail riding, 
head to the Gila National 

Forest. Shown is Kent 
Krone aboard his Mis-
souri Fox Trotter, Cow-

boy, on the Middle Fork 
of the Gila River.
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DESTINATIONS

Land of Enchantment
Corral, you can learn about 
the trails, as well as the area’s 
history, animals, and unique 
geology. It was here that we 
met Steve Riley, the park 
superintendent. Steve and his 
wife, Kathy, are avid horse-
people. Steve has a Missouri 
Fox Trotter and Kathy has a 
Tennessee Walking Horse. 
They love trail riding and will 
be more than happy to share 
trail information with you.
Hot springs: Gila Hot Springs 
Ranch is located 3.5 miles 
south of the visitor center on 
Highway 15. Here, you’ll find 
a secluded river campground 
with natural hot-water pools. 
There’s an RV park and horse 
corrals. The scenery is beauti-
ful. Ask the owners for direc-
tions to access the trail across 
the road that will take you downstream 
along the main Gila River. Ride as far as 
you’d like in a deep, forested canyon.
Trail riding: There are several gor-
geous rides right from Woody’s Cor-
ral. These rides have diverse terrain, 
including ridge tops, deep canyons, 
old growth forests, lush meadows, hot 
springs, rivers, and pictographs. The 
EE Canyon Loop, with an extension, 
was our first ride. This was an easy 
10-mile ride on a well-maintained 
trail with an abundance of panoramic 
scenery. Our next ride was up the 
West Fork of the Gila River. 

Top trail: The Middle Fork of the 
Gila River trail was our favorite ride. 
This 11-mile loop is punctuated with 
deep, narrow canyons, magnificent 
scenery, 30 river crossings, peccary, 
pictographs, and a primitive hot spring. 
Everywhere we looked, there was 
something special — birds, butterflies, 
flowers, rock formations, mountains, 
and animal tracks.

There’s a great deal of foliage and 
some Arizona sycamore trees along 
this trail. The sycamores are large, 
uniquely beautiful trees; in the fall, 
their leaves turn the color of copper. 

After about four miles, we 

came to the junction of Little Bear 
Canyon and the Middle Fork of the 
Gila River. This is a good stopping spot. 
There are huge shade trees, grandiose 
photo opportunities, a wonderful place 
to eat lunch, and snooze spots for the 
horses. USR

Seasoned trail riders and equine pho-
tojournalists Kent and Charlene Krone 
enjoy sharing their riding adventures 
in the United States and Canada. 

Click above for a slideshow of the 
Krones’ adventure into the Gila 
National Forest.

LINKS: p14 
Gila National Forest: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gila

Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument:
http://www.nps.gov/gicl/

Hot Springs Ranch: 
http://www.gilahotspringsranch.com/
_____________

LINKS: p15 
Bio 
email: kentandcharlene@gmail.com
_____________
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Your Horse’s Coggins Test
BY ELEANOR M. KELLON, VMD Travel Tips

If you take your 

horse on the road, 

a negative Coggins 

test for equine  

infectious anemia 

is especially impor-

tant — and usually 

required. Here’s 

what you need to 

know about this 

killer disease. 

What if you knew of an equine dis-
ease that had no cure, no treatment, 
and in many cases would require you 
to euthanize your horse if he became 
infected? You’d probably find that 
pretty scary. 

Well, such a disease does exist, but 
luckily it’s rare enough that we tend to 
forget about it. Because the Coggins 
test has proved so effective, equine 
infectious anemia (EIA) receives very 
little attention these days. But it’s still 
around, and it’s still a killer.

Here, I’ll first go over the causes of 
EIA and explain how the virus spreads. 
Then I’ll tell you why getting a Coggins 
test for your horse is so important, 
especially if he’s on the road. 

How EIA Spreads 
Also known as “swamp fever,” EIA 

is caused by infection from a lentivirus, 
the same family of virus that causes 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) in people. However, people can’t 

get AIDS from the equine virus, nor can 
horses get EIA from the human virus.

EIA can’t be spread by casual con-
tact. It’s usually transmitted via large 
biting flies, which carry virus-packed 
blood from an infected horse to a 
neighboring horse. 

Although transmission through 
sexual contact has never been docu-
mented, the virus has been known to 
show up in semen. Passage of virus in 
saliva and manure is also a possibility. 

People can spread the infection by 
using the same needle or dental instru-
ments with blood on them on different 
horses. 

Movement of infected horses to new 
areas is how EIA can travel long distanc-
es, as the biting flies don’t travel far. As 
yet, there’s no effective vaccine or treat-
ment for this potentially fatal disease.

EIA Symptoms
An infected horse may be symp-

tom-free for a long time, until some 

CLiX PHOTO
It’s important to get a Coggins test for your horse, as movement of infected horses to 
new areas is how equine infectious anemia can travel long distances. 
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stress (such as another infection, 
shipping, hard exercise, etc.) weak-
ens his immune system and the virus 
becomes activated. Other horses may 
never show they have the infection 
and are called inapparent carriers.

EIA hides inside a type of white 
blood cell (macrophages) that carries 
it throughout the horse’s body. High-
est concentrations are usually in the 
lymph nodes and lymphatic system, 
liver, spleen, kidney, and bone mar-
row, but it can go to any organ, even 
causing encephalitis in the brain.

The symptoms of EIA infection are 
only evident when the virus is active. 
Fever is the first sign, but it’s easily 
missed. The next symptom is usu-
ally anemia, which occurs because 
chemical-signaling molecules become 
attached to the red cells and trigger 
the immune cells to engulf the cells. 
This causes weakness, depression, 
poor oxygen delivery, and possible 
organ damage.

As the disease progresses, prob-
lems with clotting appear because the 
platelets are destroyed. The white cell 
numbers also start to decline. Eventu-
ally, the liver and other organs become 
damaged. The horse slowly but steadily 
loses weight, showing swelling (edema) 
of the belly and legs. 

If EIA isn’t suspected, the horse will 
probably be treated with deworm-
ings, dietary changes, and antibiotics, 
but none of these things help. Once 

horses become symptomatic, they 
show a slow but steady wasting away 
until the disease itself kills them or 
they’re euthanized.

The Coggins Test 
The first step in diagnosis is the 

Coggins test, a blood test that detects 
antibodies to the EIA virus. When this 
is positive, two more specialized and 
more sensitive tests are done to make 
sure the diagnosis is correct. 

Since Leroy Coggins, DVM, devel-

oped the test in 1970, cases of EIA have 
dropped dramatically. Governmental 
agencies have taken drastic measures 
with positive horses, generally requir-
ing euthanasia, though quarantine is 
sometimes allowed.

Every state has laws regarding 
mandatory Coggins testing. While 
the laws vary a bit from state to 
state, they’ll usually require testing of 
horses being shipped and competing 
in shows or races, as well as horses 
being sold at public auction. 

Any horse that tests positive will 
have to either be destroyed or kept 
quarantined for the rest of his life. 

The serious nature of the infection, 
the constant threat that horses with ac-
tive infection pose to other horses, and 
the inability to treat it are why it’s con-
sidered so important to try to identify 
infected horses and remove them from 
contact with healthy ones. USR

Eleanor M. Kellon, VMD, currently 
works as a writer, teacher, and in-
ternal medicine/nutrition consultant. 
Prior to this, Dr. Kellon has had more 
than 10 years’ experience in private 
practice. She also has extensive 
experience with performance horses. 
She’s based in Pennsylvania, where 
she and her husband raise, train, and 
race Standardbreds. Her most recent 
book is Horse Journal Guide to Equine 
Supplements and Nutraceuticals 
(Globe Pequot Press).

TRAVEL TIPS

A simple blood test, called a 
Coggins test, can determine if 
a horse is a carrier of equine 

infectious anemia. 

Although it has become relatively rare, 
EIA is an insect-borne disease, so it’s 
hard to protect horses that are constant 
targets of biting flies. 

BETSY LYNCH PHOTO

BOB LANGRISH PHOTO
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Trailer-Tying System  
The HiTie Trailer Tie System, available from EasyCare Inc., provides a com-

fortable and safe alternative to trailer tying and portable corrals. A flexible arm 
attaches to the side of the trailer to give your horse the freedom equivalent to 
a 13-foot diameter round pen. The flexible fiberglass rod moves with him and 
allows additional movement when stressed. The adjustable bungee tether (sold 
separately) stretches five to nine feet. The HiTie stores flat against your trailer 
while traveling. Cost: $310. 

On-the-Go GearBY LAUREN BACK

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EASYCARE INC. 

Click left to see how the 
HiTie Trailer Tie System 
works. 

Slow-Feeder Hay Bag  
Keep your horse busy on the road by using a 

slow-feeder hay bag. The Equisential hay 
bag from Professional’s Choice features 
an extra-large top opening, making it easy 
to load. Ten diagonal openings regulate 
the amount of hay taken out at a time, 
minimizing waste and encouraging horses 
to eat slower. The mesh bottom allows 
dirt and debris to fall through. A top flap 
ensures that hay stays in the bag. Comes 
in black, Giraffe, Leopard, Tie-Dye, and 
Zebra. Cost: $26.95. 
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Shipping Halter  
Your horse will travel in style and be protected from 

chafing caused by long-term wear in Dover’s Pro Shipping 
Halter. Its quality 
leather is covered 
with stitched-on 
sheepskin, giving 
your horse full 
coverage, total 
comfort and pro-
tection. Available 
in two sizes. Cost: 
$179.90-$189.70. 

USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to 
horse owners. If you’ve used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it —  

be sure to include the manufacturer name and your contact information.

ON-THE-GO GEAR

Solar Emergency Radio 
When traveling in severe conditions and over long dis-

tances, consider an emergency radio for your travel 
kit. L.L. Bean’s compact, portable, solar-powered 
radio receives AM, FM, and all seven National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration weather 
stations. The battery can be charged in the sun or 
by cranking the handle. It also 
includes a built-in 
cell-phone charger 
(charger cable 
not included) 
and a bright 
LED flashlight. 
Cost: $49.95. 

Shipping Boots  
Full-length shipping boots are the best protection for 

your horse’s legs and hooves while hauling. Kensington’s 
set of four boots are lined with tough Textilene and sport 
extra-wide hook-and-loop closures. Each boot bottom has 
a heavy-duty vinyl heel protector for longer life. The front 
boots are contoured, covering the legs from 
hoof to knee, while providing free-
dom of movement. The hind boots 
cover the legs from hoof to hock with 
extra plush fleece for added protec-
tion. Cost: $149.99.



20

Prep Your Trailer for Winter  

Hauling HintsBY TOM AND NEVA SCHEVE

If you live in an area where you need 
to prepare for potentially harsh winters 
with frigid temperatures, freezing rain, 
and snow, you need to take measures 
to protect your trailer until spring. 

You don’t want to take your trailer 
completely out of service, because you 
may need to use it in an emergency. 
Your goal is to prep your trailer so it’ll 
withstand the effects of the long winter 
months, yet will still be ready to roll 
if you need to use it. Here’s a winter 
trailer-prep checklist.

Trailer-Prep Checklist
❑  Winterize the living-quarters. 

If your trailer has living quarters 
with electric, battery, propane, and 
water, you’ll need to winterize it for 
storage. Check the owner’s manual 
for instructions on draining water 
from the pipes, tanks, and water 

heater. Add antifreeze to the water 
system, disconnect the batteries, 
and turn off all gas tanks. It’s also a 
good idea to store the batteries in a 
warm environment. 

❑  Winterize the trailer. Drain all 
water tanks (interior/exterior), and 
leave the valves and/or caps loose. 
Disconnect the cables of the interior 
12-volt marine battery you use for 
interior lights and fans when you 
aren’t plugged into your tow ve-
hicle. Or, turn off everything electri-
cal. Remove the emergency-brake 
battery. Store it inside, but keep it 
handy so you can put it back if you 
need to use the trailer.

❑  Cover the tires. Cold weather can 
affect trailer tires somewhat, but 
most damage is caused by the sun. 
Ultraviolet rays are brutal on rub-
ber; long exposure to sunlight will 

Here’s how to  

prepare your  

trailer for a harsh 

winter, while keep-

ing it ready in case 

of an emergency. 

Here’s how to prep your trailer so it’ll withstand the effects of the long winter months, 
yet will still be ready to roll in case of an emergency.  

PHOTO BY NEVA KITTRELL SCHEVE
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result in cracks (dry rot) in the side-
walls. As dry rot worsens, the tires 
will need to be replaced. Cover the 
tires with vinyl tire covers, available 
at most recreational-vehicle stores, 
to protect them from the sun. 

❑  Or, remove the tires. If you’re 
really ambitious, you can put your 
trailer on blocks and remove the 
tires for winter storage. But only do 
this if you won’t need your trailer 
for emergencies. 

❑  Check the tire pressure. Keep the 
tires near maximum pressure psi. 
Fill them equally and make sure the 
caps are secure on the tire stems; 
those little caps keep weather and 
dirt out of the stems. Check the lug 
nuts for tightness.

❑  Clean the interior. Clean any 
remains of manure or urine from the 
mats, remove them, and scrub the 
floor, especially if the floor is alumi-
num. Leftover urine and manure can 
do considerable damage to trailer 
floors. Remove any shavings; these 
absorb and maintain moisture, which 
can cause the interior to sweat and 
mildew. 

❑  Replace the mats. Let the floor 
dry, and replace the mats. It’s best 
to leave the mats leaning against the 
side walls to let the floor “breathe,” 
but make sure you can put them 
back easily if you need to use the 
trailer quickly. 

❑  Wash and wax. Wash any excess 
dirt from your trailer’s exterior. If 
your trailer has exterior paint, a 
good waxing will help protect it. 
If your trailer has interior paint, a 
good waxing will be beneficial for 
the inside, too.

❑  Oil the doors. Spray all hinges and 
door latches with a lubricant, such 

as WD-40. Stick the tube inside the 
key holes, and spray in there, too. 

❑  Oil the jack and coupler. To 
keep the jack working smoothly, 
remove the cap on the top, and 
apply grease to the gears. Spray the 
coupler’s latching mechanism with 
WD-40 or similar lubricant. 

❑  Organize flares/triangles. Keep 
emergency flares and/or triangles 
in your trailer. Check the dates on 
the flares to make sure they haven’t 
expired. Leave these in the trailer. 
You’re more apt to need them in 
harsh weather than during the 
regular season. 

❑  Restock the first-aid kit. Restock 
the emergency first-aid kit with any 
supplies you might’ve used over the 
past riding season. Update medica-
tions and bandages. 

❑  Safely store emergency sup-
plies. If you live in an area of ex-
treme cold weather, put your emer-
gency kit and flares in a duffle bag, 
and store them in a warm place that 
you can easily access, then throw 
them in the trailer if you need to 
load up and leave in a hurry. 

❑  Pack a shovel and sandbags. If 
you’re in an area that gets snow, 
store a shovel and a couple bags of 
sand in case you get stuck in a snow 
drift or mud. 

❑  Store or cover. Store your trailer 
under a roof, if possible. If it’ll be 
outside, cover it with a waterproof, 
breathable cover, available in vari-
ous sizes from RV stores or online. 
A cover isn’t essential for most 
modern-day trailers, but the extra 
protection won’t hurt and may add 
years to the life of the exterior.

❑  Keep it accessible. Avoid driv-
ing your trailer when the roads are 

bad, due to snow or ice. But once 
the roads are cleared and you can 
safely take out your trailer, you 
don’t want to have to dig it out from 
behind the barn or the pile of snow 
and ice in the backyard. Store your 
trailer in a place where you can 
easily back up, hook it up, and get 
on the road.

❑  Secure the trailer. If your trailer 
isn’t on a solid surface, such as con-
crete or blacktop, place the wheel 
or sand foot at the bottom of the 
jack on a piece of wood, or block 
so it doesn’t sink into the ground. If 
it sinks too much, you may not be 
able to crank it high enough to get it 
onto the hitch ball. 

❑  Close it up. Close all vents. Close 
all the windows, except for a slight 
opening to prevent a buildup of 
condensation both in the horse area 
and in the tack area. 

❑  Unlock the doors. Remove all tack 
and valuables, and unlock the trailer 
doors. A freezing rain could ice up 
the keyholes, preventing them from 
opening. USR

Tom and Neva Kittrell Scheve are the 
authors of the nationally recognized 
textbook The Complete Guide to Buy-
ing, Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer. Neva also has two other horse 
trailer books to her credit, including 
Equine Emergencies on the Road with 
Jim Hamilton DVM. Neva is a clinician 
and writer of numerous published 
articles on horse trailer safety. Both Tom 
and Neva have designed and devel-
oped the EquiSpirit and EquiBreeze line 
of horse trailers. For more information, 
contact Tom at (877) 575-1771, or send 
an email to tom@equispirit.com. Or, 
visit them at www.equispirit.com. 

HAULING HINTS

mailto:equispirit@earthlink.net
http://www.equispirit.com


YOU SHOULD BE!

Ready to hitch up with 
USRider? 

Simply call 
1-800-844-1409

OR CLICK HERE.

If you are not already 
a USRider Member

WWW.USRIDER.ORG(800) 844-1409 
Administered by Motor Club of America Enterprises, Inc.

Join today 
and ride safely with a 
membership that includes:

Nationwide Trailering Assistance

• 24/7 nationwide roadside assistance
• 100 miles free towing radius
• Flat tire service on dual wheels
• Emergency stabling assistance
• Emergency veterinarian referrals
• Emergency farrier referrals
• Coverage in any vehicle
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USRider Member  
Testimonials

Every time a USRider Member 
experiences a disablement, we 
send an Incident Survey asking for 
honest responses regarding how 
well USRider handled the incident. 
The following is a compilation 
of actual quotes from Members 
around the country: •“This was the first time I used 
USRider and the service was excel-
lent. I was so impressed with the 
follow-up call, I left a message on 
a manager’s voice mail, and she 
called me back. You now have a 
customer for life! Thank you so 
much!!”  
~  USRider Member from  

New Jersey  •“You are so awesome! I recom-
mend USRider to everyone I know.”  
~  USRider Member from Maine •“I love USRider! As a woman 
alone on a busy interstate, it could 
have been a disaster without 
USRider.”  
~  USRider Member from  

Oklahoma •“I thank you for the 
quick service. I recom-
mend you to all my 
friends!”  
~ USRider Member from 
Oregon •“You saved the day! I’m 

telling all my horsey friends!”   
~ USRider Member from Virginia

Give the Gift of Peace of Mind
As a Member of USRider, you under-

stand the peace of mind you get from 
knowing USRider will be there for you 
and your Horse when you need us. You 
recognize the value of USRider mem-
bership, plus the discounts and savings 
you receive from our Winner’s Circle 
Advantage partners.

This holiday season, share these 
benefits, and give the gift of Peace of 
Mind! For less than $13 per month, 
ensure someone you love is protected 
by USRider — the name you already know and trust. 

To give the gift of USRider Membership, call 1-800-844-1409 or visit www.
usrider.org, click on Join, and choose “I’d like to Give USRider as a Gift.” USR

Where’s My ID Number?
Occasionally, Members will ask us 

why we don’t put their Membership 
ID and our telephone number on the 
handy key tag that detaches from their 
Membership card. We put this informa-
tion on each Member’s membership 
card, but we purposefully leave this 
information off the key tag for our 
Members’ safety and security.

With the rise in identity theft scams, 
we worry that if a Member lost his or 
her keys, the keys — along with the US-
Rider key tag — could fall into the hands 
of an unsavory individual. While our 
Member Care Specialists and adminis-
trative staff are highly trained, if the key 
tag included the Member’s ID number 
and the emergency telephone number, 
someone with criminal intentions could 
possibly access vital information.

Therefore, our key tag has only our 

mailing address with a postage guaran-
tee and a note to drop in any mailbox. 
The Member’s membership ID is also 
on the key tag in a special bar-coded 
format. We’re pleased to report that 
this policy allows us return several key 
chains each year to some very happy 
Members. USR

USRider Community
USR COMMUNITY

USRider key tags don’t have your 
Membership ID number and the USRider 
phone number, to protect your identity 
in case you lose your keys while on the 
road or any other time.

This holiday season, give someone 
you love the gift of Peace of Mind — a 
USRider membership.  

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO 

KENT AND CHARLENE KRONE PHOTO 

More Community News ➽ 

http://www.usrider.org
http://www.usrider.org
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Sign Up for Large-Animal Rescue Training 
First responders, emergency medical 

technicians, veterinarians, firefighters, 
and other emergency/rescue personnel 
are encouraged to register for one of 
the best annual training opportunities 
in the country — the Technical Large-
Animal Emergency Rescue Training, 
provided cooperatively by USRider and 
Eastern Kentucky University. 

USRider and EKU first began offer-
ing this valuable training opportunity 
in March 2005 to educate fire/rescue 
personnel, first responders, veterinar-
ians, and horse enthusiasts about 
techniques and procedures to assist 
large animals involved in transporta-
tion accidents and other emergencies.

USRider is a nationwide roadside 
assistance program designed especially 
for equestrians. Since its establish-
ment in January 2002, the company 
has endeavored to raise awareness of 

the need for training in large-animal 
emergency rescue. 

“We’ve found that while emergency 
responders are trained experts in hu-
man rescue and extrication, they often 
have no training in large-animal rescue,” 
said Bill Riss, general manager for US-
Rider. “Because of this lack of training, 
responders are put at great risk. More-
over, in many accidents and disasters, 
animals without life-threatening injuries 
are injured further or even killed by use 
of incorrect rescue techniques.”

Scheduled for March 30-April 1, 
2012, the Large-Animal Emergency Res-
cue Training is open to EKU students 
and the general public. Taught by Drs. 
Tomas and Rebecca Gimenez, experts 
in large-animal rescue, the session will 
include 30 hours of classroom instruc-
tion and hands-on training with live 
animals. 

Instruction covers the use of 
sedatives and tranquilizers, chemical 
restraint, rescue ropes and knots, heli-
copter rescue, rescue from barn fires, 
mud, and water, and other situations.  

Specially trained demonstration 
animals will be brought in to help 
provide realistic hands-on training dur-
ing the seminars. The training qualifies 
each student to receive FSE 489 credit 
for the class. Space is limited for the 
public, so those interested in attend-
ing are encouraged to enroll now by 
contacting Demita Kubala, EKU, (859) 
622-1051; demita.kubala@eku.edu.

The Large-Animal Emergency 
Rescue Training is funded through 
the Large-Animal Rescue Endow-
ment Fund, administered by USRider. 
Through its Leg-Up Fund, USRider 
has provided assistance for numer-
ous large-animal rescue initiatives, 

including equine 
ambulances and 
individual re-
sponder training. 

In 2005, the 
company took 
its efforts in a 
new direction by 
creating the first 
Large-Animal 
Rescue Endow-
ment Fund at 
EKU. The unique 
endowment fund 
was established to 
promote large-
animal rescue 
training efforts 

The Rescue Glide 
is the “backboard” 

for horses that 
allows transport in 
a recumbent posi-
tion. This specially 

trained demonstra-
tion horse, Angel, 

lies down, then 
is lightly sedated 

for the students to 
learn how to strap 

her down.  

USRider Community
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Stay with Your Vehicle
USRider membership is designed for 

the Members and their Horses. We cov-
er our Members in any noncommercial 
vehicle they’re traveling in, even if they 
aren’t driving, regardless of whether or 
not they’re towing a horse trailer. Our 
Members only need to be present in 
the vehicle at the time of disablement 
for coverage to be applicable.

We’re often asked why a Member 
must stay with a disabled vehicle. 
Although sometimes staying with the 
vehicle could be 
an inconvenience 
for you, we 
believe that it’s in 
your best interest. 
The primary rea-
sons are related 
to security and 
liability — both of 
which should be 
important and to 
the benefit of our 
Members.

You need to 
stay with your ve-
hicle in case the 
service provider 
has difficulty lo-

cating your rig.  Moreover, in the event 
that the service provider should dam-
age the vehicle, if you aren’t present, 
your rights could be minimized if you 
don’t personally witness the damage.

Requiring the Member to be present 
also helps us maintain fair and compet-
itive membership rates, as it ensures 
that we provide service only to quali-
fied Members in an efficient manner. 
Our benefits aren’t transferable. 

All Members are invited to periodi-
cally review the 
USRider Service 
Contract at their 
convenience by 
accessing the  
Benefits page 
of the USRider 
website. USR

and support related training programs. 
Contributions to the Large-Animal 

Rescue Endowment Fund may be sent 
to the Division of University Develop-
ment, CPO 19A, Jones 324, Eastern 
Kentucky University, 521 Lancaster 
Ave., Richmond, KY 40475-3102. The 
Development Office may be reached at 
(859) 622-1583. USR

Students attach safe webbing straps un-
der the chest and abdomen of a specially 
trained demonstration horse for a vertical 
lift. The horse, Aerial, isn’t sedated and will 
work for treats! 

Students make the vertical lift safely. Aer-
ial now has to get a hot-water decon-
tamination bath and blow dry.  

USRider Community

PHOTOS BY DR. MARY GABRIEL/TECHNICAL LARGE- 
ANIMAL RESCUE TRAINING 

“Vehicle must be operated or occupied by 
the Member at the time of disablement. 
Member must be present at time of Service 
and Service must be requested by Member 
in order for coverage to be applicable.” 
– The USRider Service Contract

Your roadside assis-
tance benefits are in 
full force even when 
you aren’t traveling 
with your Horses. 
You’re covered no 
matter what vehicle 
you are traveling in, 
and even if you’re 
not driving.

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO PHOTO USR COMMUNITY
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Winner’s Circle Advantage
USRider has partnered with five new 

companies in its Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits pro-
gram to further enhance its Equestrian Motor Plan. 

USRider Members enjoy money-saving discounts and 
have special access to dozens of nationally recognized 
equestrian retailers. These special “Members-only” benefits 
enjoyed by USRider Members include exclusive discounts 
and other valuable incentives when making purchases from 
benefit partners.

To access these benefits, USRider Members may visit the 
Members Area of the USRider website, www.usrider.org, or 
refer to the printed brochure enclosed in membership kits 
and renewal mailings. Simple instructions and access codes 
give Members information on how to take advantage of the 
many benefits. 

USRider Members can easily save the cost of their mem-
bership, and more! USR 

USRider Benefits

USRider Introduces New Benefits Partners

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous discounts 
with nationally recognized equine retailers through Winner’s Circle 
Advantage, USRider’s exclusive Members-only benefits program.

Gifts, Art, and Collectibles
CQ Equine Gifts 

CQ Equine Gifts is a mobile and online tack/supply store owned 
by avid trail riders. Catering to trail riders and their horses, CQ Equine 
Gifts offers a variety of items, including handmade horse jewelry, riding 
apparel, saddles, fly- and insect-control items, grooming and cleaning 
supplies, and equine gifts. CQ Equine Gifts is also an approved retailer for 
Fuzzy Logic Equine and Shear Comfort products. USRider Members re-
ceive 10% off orders over $50. Shop and order at CQEquineGifts.com, call 
(502) 295-1405, or send an e-mail to claudia@cqequinegifts.com. USR

HorseBooksEtc.com
HorseBooksEtc.com offers the largest selection of horse books and 

DVDs online. Whatever your riding discipline or level of experience, 
you’ll find HorseBooksEtc.com to be the best source for all the latest 
books, DVDs, calendars, and unique gift items, all offered at a special 
10% discount for online orders. Visit HorseBooksEtc.com, or call (800) 
952-5813 for a catalog. USRider Members receive an additional 10% 
discount; enter promo code USRM1 at checkout. USR

http://www.usrider.org
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USRider Benefits
USR BENEFITS

If there’s a company or product you’d like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program,  
please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

Trailers/Trailer Accessories
American Horse® Trailer Rental, Inc. 

American Horse® Trailer Rental, Inc., is the first national horse-
trailer rental company in the United States. If your trailer is being 
serviced or has been in an accident, or if you just need a trailer for 
local or long-distance transportation, American Horse Trailer Rental 
has a trailer to suit your needs. Founded in 2010 by retired national 
horse trainer Gregg Miron, American Horse Trailer Rental has loca-
tions in California, Arizona, Texas, Colorado, Ohio, and New York. 
For new locations, information, or reservations, call (559) 381-5357, 
or toll-free, (855) 55-HORSE [554-6773]. With your USRider Mem-
ber number, you’ll receive a 5% discount on all horse or livestock 
trailer rentals. USR

HayRak™ 
HayRak™ is the first all-aluminum, bolt-on (no welding required), 

top-mounting hay-rack system that utilizes a flexible design to fit 
virtually every make of horse trailer for transporting hay, genera-
tors, water tanks, or whatever you need to transport. HayRak finally 
lets you use every part of your trailer, not just the inside! HayRak’s 
design is so unique, its patent is pending. All HayRaks come stan-
dard with tilt-out ladder. A 5% discount is available to all USRider 
Members. For more information, visit HayRak.com, or call toll-free 
(866) 926-1117. USR

Health Care
Zephyr’s Garden 

Zephyr’s Garden Natural Equine and Canine Products creates 
and produces all-natural, 100% pure topical products for horses. 
Products include award-winning salves and aloe-vera-based sprays, 
gels, and oils to treat such conditions as sweet itch, rain rot, scratch-
es, thrush, white line disease, sore muscles and ligaments, wounds, 
bug bites, and hoof-growth issues. Zephyr’s also has a natural fly re-
pellent perfect for on the trail, in the barn, or at the show. USRider 
Members receive a 10% discount on their first online purchase. To 
order, visit ZephyrsGarden.com, or call (805) 969-7059. USR
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