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Keynotes 
This issue: Dial 511 for road conditions; Technical 
Large Animal Emergency Rescue founder retiring; new 
Equine Land Conservation Resource CEO named. 

13

Member Story 
Willow Springs Adventure. This USRider Member’s truck 
broke down twice on a trip from Northern California to an 
Oregon guest ranch. Here’s how USRider came to her aid.  

Tack Tip 
Build a Saddle Stand. This simple stand will 
keep your saddle upright in the back of your 
sport utility vehicle or pickup.

Seasonal Tip
Safe Winter Hauling. You can haul your horse all 
year long, even in the dead of winter, as long as you do 
so safely. Here are tips from Rebecca Gimenez, PhD.

On-the-Go Gear 
This issue: Engine-problem detector; portable 
hay storage; cozy trailer blanket; leg wraps; 
living-quarters mattress. Bonus video! 

Destinations 
Land of Enchantment. Hitch up, and go on an 
equine adventure in the Gila National Forest. 
Here’s a from-the-saddle report. Bonus slideshow!

USRider Community  
This issue: Give the gift of peace of mind; how 
to reclaim lost keys; help USRider improve with 
a short survey; USRider Member testimonials.

Hauling Hints
All-Weather Tire Care. Your horse’s welfare is 
riding on your trailer tires. Stay safe with this guide to 
trailer-tire care from experts Tom and Neva Scheve.
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USRider Benefits 
USRider recognizes benefits partners in the 
money-saving Winner’s Circle Advantage 
Benefits Program. Bonus video! COVER PHOTO BY CLiX 
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At USRider, the safety of our Members and their Horses is our top priority. To help 
us keep the focus on, as well as show our respect to, these invaluable components 
of USRider, we capitalize the words “Member” and “Horse” where these words 
relate to our membership program. 
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Welcome to Hitch Up!
Welcome to the Winter 2013 issue of Hitch Up! magazine, 

brought to you by the talented staffs of USRider Equestrian Motor 
Plan, EquiSearch.com, and Active Interest Media Equine Network.

In this issue, Rebecca Gimenez, PhD, gives you her top 
winter-hauling tips, and Tom and Neva Scheve explain how to 
take care of your trailer’s tires. Plus, seasoned horse haulers 
Kent and Charlene Krone take you to Gila National Forest in 
New Mexico for year-round trail riding and horse camping.

We also tell you how to build an in-truck saddle stand 
and relate the story of a USRider Member whose truck 
broke down twice on a trip from Northern California to 
an Oregon guest ranch.

And don’t miss our trailering-gear section with live 
links, USRider Community news, valuable USRider 
Member benefits, and more!
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  SEASONAL TIP

Safe  Winter Hauling

This publication may briefly summarize some of the benefits of USRider membership. In the event of a conflict between this publication and the  
USRider Membership Agreement, the Membership Agreement shall control. Copies of the Membership Agreement are available at www.usrider.org.  
USRider does not endorse products featured in this publication; they are presented only to provide information to horse owners. USRider  
receives no income from advertising that appears in this publication, nor does it endorse any advertisers or products that appear.

It´s  
FREE to  

Subscribe! 
Not a subscriber?  

Click on the  
subscribe icon  

on any page, or  
see page 28.
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Prep Your Trailer for Winter 
If you don’t plan to use 

your trailer over the winter, 
clean it out after its last use. 
Empty all perishable items 
from the tack compartment, 
dressing room, and living 
quarters. Remove anything 
that could be damaged if the 
roof or windows leak. Put a 

couple handfuls of mothballs inside to help repel mice 
and other pests. Then, either store your trailer inside, 
or tarp it, making sure to cover the tires. USR

If you don’t plan to use your trailer over the 
winter, clean it out after its last use. 

You can dial 511 to access 
information about road 
conditions, road work, 
road closures, traffic inci-
dents, commercial vehicle 
restrictions, and weather. 

Pq

$j 
Seasonal Tip

What’s the 511?
When traveling in winter, especially 

when hauling horses, it’s important to 
be aware of road conditions. In 2000, 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion — at the urging of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation — designated 
“511” as the single traffic information 
number for states and local jurisdictions in the United States 
to help travelers access key travel information.

You can dial 511 to access information about road condi-
tions, road work, road closures, traffic incidents, commercial-
vehicle restrictions, and weather. You can also log onto the 
relevant state/jurisdiction’s 511 website. 

If you're on the road, ask a passenger to call 511, for 
safety's sake. Or call at an appropriate stopping point along 
the way.

The 511 service is available in 39 states across the country; 
many states are in the process of implementing the program. 
Click here for a map showing the status of 511 nationwide.

In Canada, the service is currently operating in the prov-
inces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and 
the Yukon Territory. USR

Anna Gibson New ELCR CEO 
Anna Gibson of Alexandria, Va., 

has joined Equine Land Con-
servation Resource as chief 
executive officer. Gibson will 

be heading up an expert 

team of staff and volunteers dedicated 
to the conservation of land for horse-
related activity. A lifelong equestrian, 
she comes to ELCR with almost 20 
years of professional experience in 
conservation, communications, and 
development.  

Gibson, a graduate of East Tennes-
see State University, attended Camp-
bell University School of Law and is an 

accomplished three-day event rider. 
“I come from a region that is losing 

farms and trails to development every 
day,” said Gibson. “For that reason, I’m 
very excited to put my skills to work at 
ELCR to ensure that we keep open the 
farms, trails, and open spaces we need 
to support and maintain our strong, 
historic culture of horses as a key thread 
in the fabric of American life.” USR

CLiX PHOTO

Keynotes
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•	 Up	to	100	miles	of	free	towing
•	 Emergency	stabling	assistance
•	 Emergency	veterinarian	referrals

•	 Emergency	farrier	referrals
•	 Coverage	in	any	vehicle
•	 Service	on	dual	wheeled	vehicles	and		

	 horse	trailers

Join today and ride safely with a membership that includes:

never Be Stranded aGain.  24/7 roadside assistance.

Administered by Nation Motor Club Inc., DBA Nation Safe Drivers

(800) 844-1409  •  www.USRIDER.ORG Find Us On 
Facebook

Official Roadside Assistance 
Partner of the AQHA

MeMberships Make 

Great Gifts!

Give Usrider to someone you 

love, and know they are covered 

when they’re out on the road.
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TLAER Founder Retiring 
Tomas Gimenez, Dr. Med. Vet., 

founder and primary instructor 
of Technical Large Animal Emer-
gency Rescue, Inc., and professor 
emeritus at Clemson University, 
will retire in 2013. His last public 
training will take place December 
7-9, 2012, at the International 
TLAER Training Facility in Gray, Ga. 

Dr. Gimenez is considered 
a founding father of TLAER, a 
movement that has grown to 
encompass global training efforts 
and recommended equipment for 
disaster and emergency preparedness, 
prevention, and response. 

He’s responsible for bringing various 
TLAER techniques, tactics, and proce-
dures under the umbrella of legitimate 

rescue organizations by aligning the 
training with that of normal fire/rescue 
maneuvers and encouraging the use 
of the Incident Command System to 
coordinate on-scene operations. 

In 2014, TLAER methods, proce-

dures, and equipment recom-
mendations will join the stan-

dards promulgated by the National Fire 
Protection Association. 

Dr. Gimenez, who lives in Pendleton, 
S.C., is looking forward to relaxing, rid-
ing his horses, and spending time with 
his family. USR

KEYNOTES

Equine Land Conservation Exhibit Opens
The exhibit, Losing Ground: The 

Greatest Threat, sponsored by 
EQUUS Magazine (sister publica-
tion of Hitch Up!) and Equine Land 
Conservation Resource, is now open 
at the International Museum of the 
Horse in Lexington, Ky. The exhibit 
will run through October 2015, with 
periodic updates.  

This exhibit is designed to in-
crease awareness and educate 
the public about the loss of horse 
lands, facilities, and trails access in 
the United States. It demonstrates the 
value of horses, including their eco-
nomic impact, to our communities and 
culture. Further, it shows what can be 
done to protect these assets, not only 
for horse land owners, equestrians, 
and equine enthusiasts, but for com-

munities and the nation as a whole. 
Exhibition visitors receive a com-

plimentary copy of Losing Ground: 
The Greatest Threat, an EQUUS 
special report on conserving land 
and trails for horses, sponsored by 
Pfizer Animal Health. USR

Tomas Gimenez, Dr. Med. 
Vet. (shown), founder 
and primary instructor of 
Technical Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue, Inc., 
and professor emeritus at 
Clemson University, will 
retire in 2013. 

Losing Ground: 
The Greatest 
Threat, sponsored 
by EQUUS Maga-
zine and Equine 
Land Conservation 
Resource, is now 
open at the Inter-
national Museum 
of the Horse in 
Lexington, Ky.

Keynotes
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As a conscientious horse hauler, Patricia Tuck took her Chevrolet truck and trailer 
in for service before the trip from California to Oregon, but experienced two break-
downs despite her efforts. Shown is Tuck’s friend, Nanci Perez de Leon, with their 
horses during the first call to USRider.

Tuck aboard her Rocky Mountain Horse, 
Jackson, at Willow Springs Guest Ranch 
near Lakeview, Oregon.

Last June, my friend, Nanci Perez de 
Leon, and I set out from Napa, Califor-
nia, for Willow Springs Guest Ranch 
near Lakeview, Oregon. 

Being a conscientious horse hauler, 
I first took my truck and trailer in for 
service to make sure all was ready for 
the trip. Lulu, my Chevy truck, had 
been showing signs of discontent, with 
strange engine-warning lights going on 
and off, and needing the related repairs.

Nanci and I set off early in the 
morning, with Nanci’s mustang, Takua, 
and my trusty Rocky Mountain Horse, 
Jackson, in tow. 

‘No Power’ 
When we reached Redding, Califor-

nia, an engine-warning light appeared. 
I called my mechanic, who assured 
me the light was related to emissions 
issues, so on we went.

Lulu chugged along with her load 
until we were 40 miles from Lakeview, 
almost 80 miles from the ranch, on a 

two-lane highway in rural southeastern 
Oregon. 

All of a sudden, the warning light 
came on again. The transmission went 
into “limp” mode — essentially, the dif-
ferential disengaged from the transmis-
sion, so the truck had no power to pull, 
just a lot of “vrmmmm-vrrrmmmm.” 

Scary! 
Nanci is an intensive care unit nurse, 

accustomed to problem-solving under 
dire circumstances, and I’m no slouch 
during emergencies.   

As we limped along, Nanci spotted 
a carved address sign, “Jack and Alice,” 
that called to us. We followed the drive-
way to a ranch tucked off the road with 
an old gray horse and several goats. 

USRider Sends Service
I called USRider and told the 

Member Care Specialist about our 
situation. The Specialist asked if we 
and the horses were safe and what we 
needed. 

Willow Springs Adventure
This USRider 

Member’s truck 

broke down twice 

on a trip from  

California to an  

Oregon guest 

ranch. Here’s how 

USRider came  

to her aid.

Member Story
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After the second breakdown 
in Klamath Falls, Oregon, “We 
were unbelievably fortunate 
that the owners of the first 
overnight facility, Dennis and 
Diane, took us in,” reports Tuck. 
“Here’s Dennis with my new 
truck, Hi Ho Silver. Notice the 
beautiful horse accommoda-
tions, thanks to USRider.”

MEMBER STORY

Good question. I called Keith at the 
guest ranch, who said he would come 
get us and our trailer, so I had USRider 
call for a tow truck for Lulu. 

In the meantime, Nanci went up to 
the ranch house. Jack brought water 
for the horses and kept us company 
until the tow truck arrived, about an 
hour later. 

Lulu was towed to Lakeview 
Chevrolet. Nanci, the horses, Keith, 
and I headed to Willow Springs. The 
USRider Member Care Specialist 
called to check on us, make sure we 
were taken care of, and follow up on 
service. I was impressed!

A Repeat Problem
After four days of riding the trails, 

herding cattle, and all-around cowgirl 
fun, we were ready to go home. 

Lulu was repaired and ready to 
return to Napa. Or, so we thought. 

This time, we made it to the agricul-
tural inspection station at Dorris, Cali-
fornia, when, once again, the warning 
light came on, and Lulu resumed the 
“vrrrmmm-vrrrmmm” limp mode. 

For the second time in a week, it was 
USRider to the rescue! This time, we 
needed to board our horses overnight 
while we stayed at a motel in Klamath 
Falls, Oregon. However, we had no idea 

what our stabling options were. 
The USRider Member Care Special-

ist gave me the names and numbers 
of three horse facilities in the area. We 
were unbelievably fortunate that the 
owners of the first ranch took us in. 
They were wonderful people whose 
ranch afforded our horses very nice 
accommodations. 

There’s no Chevrolet dealer in Klam-
ath Falls! But the stars were aligned for 
us, again. Our tow-truck driver’s dad 
was a great diesel repairman, so Lulu 
went to him. 

A New Truck
Sadly, Lulu had major problems, 

and we were out of time. Nanci’s 
wedding anniversary was in two days, 
her mustang, Takua’s health certificate 

was going to expire, and we needed 
to get home. 

Long story short, Lulu was traded 
in for a new Chevy truck, Hi Ho Silver, 
which was delivered to us. We picked 
up the ponies and made it home in 
time for Nanci’s anniversary.

Since that trip, Nanci and I have 
become the official ambassadors for 
USRider in Napa. I’ve told members 
of my riding club, people with whom 
I camp, and fellow horsemen in the 
parks: “Don’t haul horses without a 
USRider membership!”

I’m very appreciative of all the help 
USRider provided. I hope I don’t need 
emergency roadside service ever again, 
but if I do, I know I can count on top-
quality, timely assistance from USRider!
— Patricia Tuck

USRider Wants Your Feedback 
Do you have an experience with USRider you'd like to share? We’d love to hear 
it. We’re always looking for topics of interest to our readers — and, that’s you.

Much of the information in each issue of Hitch Up! comes from our unique 
perspective as the only motor plan to provide emergency roadside assistance 
to horse owners. Our staff members — with their experiences at USRider and 
as horse owners — along with our Members and readers, are the driving force 
behind what we publish in Hitch Up! 

This is your magazine, and we encourage you to have a voice. Please 
e-mail your feedback, articles, and story ideas to usrider@usrider.org. We 
also love photos and short videos. 
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Safe Winter Hauling
You can haul your 

horse all year long, 

even in the dead 

of winter, as long 

as you do so safely.  

Here are expert 

guidelines.
You don’t let a little cold and snow 

thwart your equine pursuits — if you can 
just get there safely. More important, 
you’d like to know you can get your 
horse to your veterinarian in snowy, 
winter weather, in case of emergency.

You can haul your horse all year 
long, even in the dead of winter, as long 
as you do so safely. Here, I’ll tell you 
how to ready your rig for winter haul-
ing. Then I’ll give you my on-the-road 
driving guidelines.

Ready Your Rig
Before you set out with your horse 

in tow, ready your rig for winter condi-
tions. Here’s how.
Apply reflective decals. Apply extra 
reflective decals on the back and sides 
of your trailer, so that in poor condi-
tions other drivers can see your rig. One 

good source for trailer decals is Caution 
Horses Safety Products.
Invest in good tires. Invest in qual-
ity tires for your entire rig. Check tire 
pressure and balance before every trip; 
comply with the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations.
Check all lights. Recruit an assistant 
to help you check all lights on your 
towing vehicle and trailer. Replace any 
nonfunctioning lights.
Carry chains. Keep quality chains 
handy if snow and ice are significant 
enough to use them. Check your state’s 
chain requirements. Generally, if you 
have to chain up the drive axle of your 
towing vehicle, you should have chains 
on the trailer as well.    
Top off the fuel tank. And don’t let 
your fuel tank get below a half-tank. If 
you’ll be driving in remote areas, carry 
extra fuel.
Top off the windshield fluid. And 
make sure the windshield wipers are 

working. Place 
a long-handled 
windshield scraper 
in your vehicle.  
Comply with  
local brake 

laws. Every state has its own laws 
related to trailer brakes. To find out the 
laws in your state, enter “[state] trailer 
brake laws” into your search engine of 
choice.  
Turn off the Jake brake. Engine 
brakes are wonderful for towing ve-
hicles — they do a fantastic job slowing 
the rig to minimize brake wear under 
dry conditions. But a diesel engine’s 
compression-release engine brake (also 
referred to by the brand name Jacob’s 
brake, or Jake brake) can lead to a 
jackknife if used in slick road conditions, 
since they slow your towing vehicle first. 
Sync the brakes. Make sure the 
trailer brakes complement the brakes 
of your towing vehicle. When you’re 
on a steep downhill in slick conditions, 
you might need to slow the trailer 
with brakes greater than your vehicle’s 
brakes.

Consult the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. Generally, brakes are best set 

BY REBECCA GIMENEZ, PHD

CLiX PHOTO

In inclement 
weather, keep 
on the appropri-
ate lights of your 
towing vehicle and 
trailer at all times, 
day and night, 
when on the road.

Seasonal Tip
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on the appropri-
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when on the road.

Seasonal Tip

http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/laws/trailer-brakes
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/laws/trailer-brakes
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Safe Winter Hauling
on dry flat ground at a slow speed 
and need to be adjusted for the load. 
Position the electronic brake so you 
can manually engage it via the thumb 
control. 
Turn off the cruise control. If you 
get into a slide, the precious second or 
two that it takes to turn off the cruise 
control may doom your chances of 
maintaining control.
Weight your towing vehicle. If 
you’ll be towing an empty trailer, note 
that it’ll jackknife more easily than a 
loaded one. For better control, place 
concrete blocks or bags of sand into 
the back of your truck to add weight 
over the rear axle. 
Pack cold-weather gear. For the 
horses, pack extra hay and at least 
10 gallons of water (nonfrozen). For 
you, carry a cell phone with charger, 
emergency blankets, jackets, high-
energy snack foods, and a thermos of 
hot drink, in case your towing vehicle 
or trailer breaks down and you need to 
wait roadside for help.  

On the Road
Here’s an on-the-road guide for driv-

ing in winter conditions. 
Recruit an assistant driver. In 
poor conditions, it’s helpful to have 
an assistant driver. In the military, 
this person watches road conditions, 
unusual events, and environmental 
conditions that precipitate problems. 
This person also does all navigation, is 
the ground guide for backing and tight 
spots, checks the horses in the trailer 

from the in-cab camera, and makes/
answers important cell-phone calls. 
That way, the driver can concentrate 
just on driving.
Learn to back. Backing a rig is partic-
ularly challenging in snow, so learn this 
skill when the weather is nice. Then, in 
poor conditions, set up your rig so you 
have maximum room for backing. Use 
a ground guide (your assistant driver) 
to make sure you don’t hit something 
or go off course. A blanket of snow 
covers landmarks that usually help 
guide you.
Call ahead. Call ahead to make sure 
your destination has cleared its roads 
and driveways for your arrival. 
Turn on all lights. Keep on the ap-
propriate lights of your towing vehicle 
and trailer at all times, day and night.  
Take it slow. Go as slow as you need 
to. Run your hazard lights, if necessary. 
Let the rest of the traffic go around you; 
your priority is your safety, and that of 
your horse and your passengers.
Stay calm. Driving a trailer is no place 
for road rage or frustration to set in. 
Stay calm, take your time, and breathe. 
Allow room to brake. Leave enough 
room between you and the vehicle in 
front of you to account for much longer 
braking distances than normal. Watch 
for black ice. Forget the “two second 
rule.” In poor driving conditions, allow 
yourself 8, 10, 12 seconds or longer to 
come to a complete stop. The National 
Safety Council recommends that you 
add one second per factor of driving 
difficulty. These factors include poor 

lighting conditions, inclement weather, 
an adverse traffic mix, and driver con-
dition (such as fatigue). 
Pass with care. If you’re moving 
slower than the traffic around you, turn 
on your flashers, and move into the 
right lane. 
Drive defensively. Practice defensive 
driving, and pay attention to the road 
at all times. No texting. No talking on 
the cell phone. No yelling at the kids. 
Plowed snow can make normal roads 
and driveways very narrow. Take the 
time to allow other vehicles to pass, 
and set up ahead of time for turns and 
backups. 
Avoid a skid. If all else fails and you 
must brake hard, do so as calmly and 
smoothly as possible, using the trailer 
brakes to assist your towing vehicle. If 
you start to skid or slide, ease off the 
brakes immediately, and steer into the 
direction of the skid to regain control. 
This maneuver is counterintuitive, so 
practice it in an open parking lot or at a 
driving school. USR

Rebecca Gimenez, PhD (animal  
physiology), is a primary instructor 
for Technical Large Animal Emergency  
Rescue. As a logistics officer for the 
Veterinary Assistance Medical Team-2 
and a Signal Officer in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, she supported her deployed 
units in the field during the Hurricane 
Katrina disaster. She’s an invited lec-
turer on animal-rescue topics around 
the world and is a noted equine 
journalist.

SEASONAL TIP

Click each 
winter- 
hauling  
photo to 
enlarge
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All-Weather Tire Care 
BY TOM AND NEVA SCHEVE

It was winter, and a client needed to 
trailer some horses from Colorado to 
California. Her current trailer was old, 
too small, and in poor shape, so she 
worked with us to buy the right trailer 
for the job. 

The client’s horses, normally difficult 
loaders, climbed on board easily. Feel-
ing much better, she left with a fairly 
high comfort level. 

The trip was going quite smoothly 
until the client exited Colorado. Two 
tires, which had less than 2,000 miles 
on them, blew out on the same side of 
the trailer at the same time (or so she 
thought). 

She and her horses were okay, but 
what possibly could’ve caused the tires 
to blow? And could she have prevented 
this dangerous situation?

Reading an article about tires has 
got to be about as boring as watching 

paint dry. However, if you own a horse, 
you probably own a trailer, and you 
need to know how important those 
tires really are. Your and your horse’s 
welfare is riding on them. 

Our Colorado horse owner checked 
the tire pressure of all four tires on a 
cold wintry morning before she left on 
her trip. She made sure the air pres-
sure was close to the maximum psi 
(air pressure per square inch), which 
was the right thing to do. When tires 
are filled to the maximum air pressure, 
they flex less and ride cooler than they 
do with less air pressure. 

Later the same day, she drove into a 
rather warm climate. The temperature 
change affected the air pressure. This 
doesn’t always cause a tire to blow, but 
this time, it’s very possible it did. 

Assuming this is what happened, 
one tire likely lost air pressure and 

Your horse’s  

welfare is riding 

on your trailer 

tires. Stay safe 

with this guide to 

trailer-tire care. 
Below: If you own a horse, you probably 

own a trailer, and you need to know how 
important those tires really are. Your and 

your horse’s welfare is riding on them. 
(Note: Whenever your trailer is in  

motion, keep the windows closed to 
protect your horse from flying debris.)

BETSY LYNCH PHOTO

Hauling Hints
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With rubber tor-
sion suspension, the 
adjacent tire supports 
a problem tire, so 
looks can be deceiv-
ing. Even if you pull 
in somewhere and 
glance at your tires, 
a deflated tire will 
appear round, and 
you may not notice 
it’s low on air — or 
even flat.

went flat. But why did the other tire 
blow at the same time? 

Our client failed to notice that one 
tire was already flat, but appeared to 
be round and fine. This overloaded the 
second tire, which eventually caused it 
to fail. This hidden danger is related to 
the type of suspension (the tire/wheel 
assembly) our client’s trailer had. 

So to explain exactly what hap-
pened, I’ll first go over the two types 
of suspension found on horse trailers 
today. Then I’ll explain how the blow-
outs happened to my client and how 
you can avoid them by checking tire 
pressure. 

Next, I’ll give you more tire-care 
guidelines to help keep you and your 
horse safe during your journeys.

Suspension, Explained 
Your trailer tires will have either rub-

ber torsion suspension or spring-and-
shackle suspension. Here’s a rundown 
of each type.
Rubber torsion suspension. This 
type of suspension is a great innova-
tion that was adopted by horse-trailer 
manufacturers more than 20 years ago. 
It’s an independent suspension, which 

means each wheel and tire operates in-
dependently of the other; each sustains 
25 percent of the overall trailer weight. 

With rubber torsion suspension, 
when a tire deflates, the adjacent tire 
will support the weight and keep the 
trailer level. Even though overloading 
the tire is risky, you can still travel with 
a level trailer, if needed. 

This is a huge plus, because if you’re 
on a busy road, dealing with a flat tire 
is risky. With this innovation, you can 
get somewhere safe to change the tire 
or have the trailer serviced. 
Spring-and-shackle suspension. 
This type of suspension is still being 
used on a few horse trailers today. A 
flat will cause the trailer to fall down 
on that wheel, because the adjacent 
wheels are basically tied together with 
a leaf spring. The trailer is out of com-
mission until it’s changed. 

Hidden Danger
Although the benefits to rubber 

torsion suspension are many, there’s a 
downside. As mentioned, since the adja-
cent tire is supporting the other tire and 
keeping the trailer level, it keeps you 
from knowing whether one of the tires 

is flat, unless you physically check it. 
If one tire picks up a nail or other 

debris on the road and loses pressure, 
the other tire will keep the trailer level, 
and you could be unaware of a tire 
problem. 

Even if you pull in somewhere and 
glance at your tires, a deflated tire will 
appear round, and you may not notice 
it’s low on air — or even flat. 

Since all four tires work together 
to support the overall weight of the 
trailer, the hidden danger is that the 
good tire takes on twice the weight it’s 
rated to handle. 

If you keep traveling with only one 
good tire on that side of the trailer, it’ll 
eventually blow. 

Tire-Pressure Safety Tips
Now that you know what happened 

to my client, you can help prevent such 
a blowout on your trailer, especially if 
you’ll be going through drastic tem-
perature changes. Here’s how.  
Check tire pressure. First, under-
stand that trailering from a cold climate 
to a warm one, or vice versa, will affect 
tire pressure. So check the pressure 

All-Weather Tire Care, continued ➽ 

HAULING HINTS

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO
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before you leave, and make sure your 
tires are filled close to the maximum 
psi cold. The maximum psi is located 
on the tire.  
Check it again on the road. When 
the weather starts getting warmer, stop 
and check the pressure again, allow-
ing for a few pounds per square inch 
less, since you’re checking the tires hot. 
Check the pressure whenever you stop 
along the way.
Check it again when you arrive. 
After you’ve reached your destina-
tion, check the pressure again. You’re 
more apt to have picked up something 
on the road after traveling than you 
would’ve with your trailer parked at 
the barn.
Invest in a tire-pressure monitor-
ing system. To be ultra-safe and pre-
pared, consider investing in a tire-pres-
sure monitor system (TPMS). Installed 

on trailer-tire stems, it sends a signal to 
a monitor in your tow vehicle, letting 
you know whether a tire is losing air. 

If you run over something on the 
road that penetrates your tire, you’ll 
be immediately alerted. Keep in mind 
that with rubber torsion suspen-
sion, you can still trailer level and be 

able to get to a safe place to change 
the tire or go to a service facility, if 
needed. (You can also have this unit 
installed on your tow vehicle tires.)
Carry two spare trailer tires. When 
traveling any distance, there’s a risk 
that you could end up with two flat 
trailer tires — and you’ll need two tires 
to get you back on your way. Finding 
trailer tires quickly isn’t always easy to 
do, and is even more difficult if it’s a 
weekend or after hours. Consider in-
vesting in two spare trailer tires, rather 
than paying for a night at a hotel.

All-Weather Tire Care, continued

We think that’s rather fitting, as we’re stubborn in our 
commitment to helping America’s homeless horses 
(and mules!).

LOG ON TO LEARN how Missy Mule found a home and 
how you can find your next equine partner.

LOG ON TO HELP and discover other stories and resources.

LOG ON  NOW: www.ahomeforeveryhorse.com

The first equine to find a new home through  
A Home for Every Horse on Equine.com was a mule. 

‘‘It’s one of the most positive and forward-moving actions taken for unwanted 
horses in America…”  Jennifer Swanson, Pure Thoughts Horse Rescue.

CLiX PHOTO

Trailering from a cold climate to 
a warm one, or vice versa, will 
affect tire pressure. So check the 
pressure before you leave, and 
make sure your tires are filled 
close to the maximum psi cold.  
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HAULING HINTS

More Tire-Care Guidelines 
Here are a few more tire-care guide-

lines. 
Use the right tires. Most two-horse 
trailers should use a tire specially 
designed for trailers and marked as 
ST (special trailer). LTs (light truck) are 
generally used on trailers more than 30 
feet long. Don’t overdo the tires’ size, 
thinking that bigger and stronger is 
safer. An oversize tire can cause sway 
and a rougher ride.

Go the recommended speed limit. 
Trailer tires have a speed limit; if you 
exceed that speed limit, the tires could 
blow.
Replace old tires. Trailer tires dete-
riorate with age and nonuse, so they 
should be replaced every six years, 
even if the tread is barely worn. Note 
that trailer tires can often sit in a 
warehouse for years, so you could be 
buying old tires thinking that they’re 
new. Check the manufacturing date 

on the tires, or have the seller give you 
the date they were made, before you 
purchase them.
Replace worn or missing stem caps. 
Stem caps don’t hold the air in the tire, 
but they do keep dirt and road grime 
from damaging the fill mechanism.
Check the tires’ weight rating. 
Each tire has a weight rating. The 
weight ratings of all four tires added 
together should be equal to or a 
bit greater than, the trailer’s Gross 
Vehicle Weight Rating, the maximum 
weight the trailer can weigh fully 
loaded and still be safe. USR 

Tom and Neva Kittrell Scheve are the 
authors of the nationally recognized 
textbook The Complete Guide to Buy-
ing, Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer. Neva also has two other horse 
trailer books to her credit, including 
Equine Emergencies on the Road with 
Jim Hamilton DVM. Neva is a clinician 
and writer of numerous published 
articles on horse trailer safety. Both Tom 
and Neva have designed and devel-
oped the EquiSpirit and EquiBreeze line 
of horse trailers. For more information, 
contact Tom at (877) 575-1771, or send 
an email to tom@equispirit.com. Or, 
visit them at www.equispirit.com. 

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTOS

Trailer tires deteriorate with age and non-
use, so they should be replaced every six 
years, even if the tread is barely worn.

When traveling any distance, 
there’s a risk that you could 
end up with two flat trailer 
tires. Consider investing in 
two spare trailer tires, rather 
than just one.

Check the trailer 
tires’ weight rating. 
The weight ratings 
of all four tires 
added together 
should be equal 
to or a bit greater 
than, the trailer’s 
Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating, the 
maximum weight 
the trailer can 
weigh fully loaded 
and still be safe. 
.  

mailto:equispirit@earthlink.net
http://www.equispirit.com
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STORY BY SETH & MICHELLE ANDERSON  
  PHOTOS BY MICHELLE ANDERSON

Are you an on-the-go rider? This 
simple saddle stand is designed specifi-
cally for hauling saddles around in the 
back of a sport utility vehicle or pickup. 

The project uses all pre-cut lumber 
(the example is made of an inexpensive 
poplar), keeping power-tool use down 
to a minimum. All together, you’ll make 
only four cuts with the saw.

Safety tips: Always be careful 
when using power tools. Wear safety 
glasses or goggles to protect your 
eyes from any flying pieces of wood. 
Keep your hands and fingers out of 
the way of saw blades and drill bits. If 
you’re new to woodworking, seek the 
guidance of someone with experience 
using power tools.

Build a Saddle Stand

This saddle stand goes 
together quickly and 
uses few tools. 

This simple stand 

will keep your  

saddle upright in 

the back of your 

sport utility 

vehicle or 

pickup.

Shopping List
20 1½” screws
2 finish washers
 5 1” x 6” x 2’ pieces of  

pre-cut lumber
 2 1” x 12” x 2’ pieces of  

pre-cut lumber
2 heavy-duty handles

150-grit sandpaper

Tools You’ll Need
Skill saw

Drill with 7/64-inch drill bit

Safety glasses

Screwdriver  
(manual or power)

Measuring tape

Straight edge

Pencil

Sanding block

Tack Tip

Click here to  
download an  

easy-to-follow 
 PDF of this 

 article.
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Destination: Gila National Forest, 
near the Gila Cliff Dwellings National 
Monument, 44 miles north of Silver 
City, New Mexico, on Highway 15. The 
roads are very windy, and the last five 
miles are extremely steep! This isn’t a 
road for worn-out brakes.
Overview: The Gila National Forest 
encompasses three wilderness areas, 
the Gila, the Aldo Leopold, and the 
Blue Range. This area has more than 
1,400 miles of trails; ancient cliff dwell-
ings; four of the six life zones (areas 
with similar plant and animal com-
munities); hot springs; 360 miles of 
streams; and five lakes. 
Campgrounds: Near the Gila Cliff 
Dwellings National Monument there 

are two primitive campgrounds with 
corrals for horses, TJ’s Camp and 
Woody’s Corral. We stayed at Woody’s 
Corral, which consists of four large cor-
rals and a good-sized water tank with a 
working water tap. This is a scenic, spa-
cious camp and best of all, free! (For 
more campground information, visit 
the Gila National Forest website.)
Visitor’s center: At the visitor center, 
about a mile from Woody’s Corral, you 
can learn about the trails, as well as 
the area’s history, animals, and unique 
geology. It was here that we met Steve 
Riley, the park superintendent. Steve 
and his wife, Kathy, are avid horsepeo-
ple. Steve has a Missouri Fox Trotter 
and Kathy has a Tennessee Walking 

In the Gila  

National Forest, 

you can ride for 

endless miles, 

then soak in a hot 

spring and bunk 

down in a peaceful 

horse camp. 

Land of Enchantment
STORY AND PHOTOS BY KENT  

& CHARLENE KRONE

Click right for a 
slideshow of Kent 

and Charlene’s  
adventure into the 

Gila National Forest.

Destinations
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TACK TIP

Build a Saddle Stand

Step1: Measure Twice, Cut Once
Before you rev up the skill saw, 

measure and mark the wide, 1” x 12” 
x 2’ boards. Your cuts help form the 
shape of the saddle rack. 

Each of the two boards gets two 
diagonal cuts at the top, as shown. 

First measure in from the top corner, 
widthwise. Next, measure from the 
same corner down lengthwise. 

Connect the two tick marks to create 
a diagonal line. Make the same mea-
surements on the opposite top corner 

of the board. Repeat on the second 
side board. 

Cut, following the diagonal lines. 
You now have the front and back ends 
of your saddle rack.

Measure and mark one end of the two 
wide boards 27/8” in and 6” down at each 
corner. These two boards become the 
end of your saddle rack. 

Cut along the diagonal lines you 
marked.

Here are the finished ends ready for 
drilling and assembly. 

Click on each icon below for step-by-step building instructions.

1 2 3 4
5

CLOSE ✖
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Engine Evaluation  
Plug CarMD Vehicle Health System 

into your tow vehicle’s engine, and 
within seconds, it’ll detect any hidden 
problems. It’ll also tell you whether your 
vehicle is ready to pass an emissions 
test. CarMD’s Vehicle Health Reports 
flags any technical-service bulletins or 
safety recalls on your vehicle. And when 
service is required, this product tells you 
exactly what’s wrong and what it’ll take 
to fix it, down to parts and labor costs 
by postal code. Cost: $159.80.

Cozy Trailer Blanket
Amigo Stable Blankets, by Horseware Ireland, will help 

keep your horse cozy and warm during cold-weather haul-
ing. The Amigo one-piece 
insulator provides full body 
comfort with a 210D rip-stop 
outershell, and your choice 
of a 200g or 350g fill. Other 
features include straight 
front closures, two criss-
cross belly surcingles, and a 
tail cord to keep the blanket 
in place. Available in sizes 
66 to 84 inches. Cost: $139.

BY LAUREN BACK

Click above to 
watch CarMD 

in action.

On-the-Go-Gear
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Lost Your Keys? USRider Can Help!
Every once in a while, we receive 

a set of keys in our mailbag. In fact, 
we’ve received two sets of keys in the 
past week! 

The reason a Member’s keys can be 
returned to USRider is that the Mem-
ber is using the postage-guaranteed 
key-ring return card we provide. 

The USRider’s Member number is 
embedded in the key ring’s barcode. 
We can quickly scan the barcode to 
decipher the Member’s identification 
number and determine the keys’ right-
ful owner — our USRider Member. 

Naturally, when we call the Member 
to report that we have the keys, he or 

she is very happy and relieved that the 
keys have been found. Postage-guaran-
teed key return is just one minor benefit 
we offer our Members. This is a huge 
benefit if you’ve lost 
your keys.

If, when you joined 
USRider — or renewed 
your membership — 
you didn’t detach the 
key tag from your 
membership card, 
please take a moment 
right now to do so. 
Then place it on your 
key ring. 

Now, take a moment to inspect your 
key ring to be sure the barcode is read-
able. If not, call USRider immediately 
and request a new membership card, 

so the barcode can 
be correctly scanned 
if you lose your keys. 

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

For easy lost-key 
return, detach the 
key tag from your 
membership card, 
and place it on 
your key ring.

USRider Community
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Horse. They love trail riding and will be 
more than happy to share trail infor-
mation with you.
Hot springs: Gila Hot Springs Ranch 
is located 3.5 miles south of the visitor 
center on Highway 15. Here, you’ll 
find a secluded river campground with 
natural, hot-water pools. There’s an RV 
park and horse corrals. The scenery is 
beautiful. Ask the owners for directions 
to access the trail across the road that 
will take you downstream along the 
main Gila River. Ride as far as you’d 
like in a deep, forested canyon.
Trail riding: There are several gor-
geous rides right from Woody’s Cor-
ral. These rides have diverse terrain, 
including ridge tops, deep canyons, 
old growth forests, lush meadows, hot 
springs, rivers, and pictographs. The EE 
Canyon Loop, with an extension, was 
our first ride. This was an easy 10-mile 
ride on a well-maintained trail with an 
abundance of panoramic scenery. Our 
next ride was up the West Fork of the 
Gila River. 
Top trail: The Middle Fork of the 
Gila River trail was our favorite ride. 
This 11-mile loop is punctuated with 
deep, narrow canyons, magnificent 
scenery, 30 river crossings, peccary, 
pictographs, and a primitive hot spring. 
Everywhere we looked, there was 
something special — birds, butterflies, 
flowers, rock formations, mountains, 
and animal tracks.

There’s a great deal of foliage and 
some Arizona sycamore trees along 
this trail. The sycamores are large, 

uniquely beautiful trees; in the fall, 
their leaves turn the color of copper. 

After about four miles, we came to 
the junction of Little Bear Canyon and 
the Middle Fork of the Gila River. This is 
a good stopping spot. There are huge 
shade trees, grandiose photo opportu-

nities, a wonderful place to eat lunch, 
and snooze spots for the horses. USR

Seasoned trail riders and equine pho-
tojournalists Kent and Charlene Krone 
enjoy sharing their riding adventures 
in the United States and Canada.

Land of Enchantment

For miles of trail riding, head to the Gila National Forest. Shown is Kent Krone aboard 
his Missouri Fox Trotter, Cowboy, on the Middle Fork of the Gila River.

DESTINATIONS
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USRider’s Member benefits program — Winner’s Circle 
Advantage — offers special deals that include items for the 
horse, the rider, and the enthusiast: equestrian gifts; jewelry; 
art; apparel; tack; publications; trailer accessories; veterinary 
supplies; equine services; hotel, motel, and rental-car dis-
counts; and more.

The program is easy to use. Shop from the printed brochure 
included in every new and renewing Member kit or on the 
USRider website. To shop online, simply enter your USRider 
Member number, and create a password.  

Both the brochure and the website directory categorize the 
benefits partners: apparel and accessories; farm and stable 
equipment & supplies; gifts, art, and collectibles; health care; 
publications; tack and equipment; trailers and trailer accesso-
ries; training; transportation; and travel. 

Click here to download a PDF of the Winner’s Circle  
Advantage brochure.

Special Deals for Holiday Shopping

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous  
discounts through Winner’s Circle Advantage.

USRider Benefits
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Engine Evaluation  
Plug CarMD Vehicle Health System 

into your tow vehicle’s engine, and 
within seconds, it’ll detect any hidden 
problems. It’ll also tell you whether your 
vehicle is ready to pass an emissions 
test. CarMD’s Vehicle Health Reports 
flags any technical-service bulletins or 
safety recalls on your vehicle. And when 
service is required, this product tells you 
exactly what’s wrong and what it’ll take 
to fix it, down to parts and labor costs 
by postal code. Cost: $159.80.

Cozy Trailer Blanket
Amigo Stable Blankets, by Horseware Ireland, will help 

keep your horse cozy and warm during cold-weather haul-
ing. The Amigo one-piece 
insulator provides full body 
comfort with a 210D rip-stop 
outershell, and your choice 
of a 200g or 350g fill. Other 
features include straight 
front closures, two criss-
cross belly surcingles, and a 
tail cord to keep the blanket 
in place. Available in sizes 
66 to 84 inches. Cost: $139.

BY LAUREN BACK

Click above to 
watch CarMD 

in action.

On-the-Go-Gear
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Living-Quarters Mattress 
The Invigo Fresh Mattress is a comfy companion when you’re on the road 

with your horse. Natural latex and eco-friendly foam help your body recuper-
ate after every ride. The Invigo Fresh technology neutralizes odors, resists 
stains, and prevents that musty smell, making the mattress ideal for use in 
your trailer’s living quarters. For additional cushioning, Mattress Toppers are 
available in 2-inch or 3-inch depths. Cost: $385 to $799 (mattress); $149 to 

$389 (topper). 

Portable Hay Storage
Made of tough, water-resistant nylon, Cashel’s Rolling Bale 

Bag features a heavy-duty zipper on three sides for easy load-
ing. Heavy-duty plastic wheels and a nylon handle provide 
easy transport. Side handles come in handy when packing 
up. Two sizes are available to fit a two-
strand or three-strand hay 
bale. Cost: $96.95. 

Leg Wraps 
Professional’s 

Choice’s VenTECH Stand-
ing Wraps will help keep 
your horse’s legs pro-
tected while trailering. 
The plush, polyester-
fleece blend bandage, 
combined with a breath-
able VenTECH lining, is 
applied in one piece. 
Ventilated limestone-
based neoprene con-
forms to your horse’s 
leg, allowing heat and moisture to escape, while providing 
protection and support. These wraps are easy to apply and 
help prevent uneven pressure distribution that can result 
from traditional standing wraps. Available in pairs, in sizes 
12, 14, and 16 inches. Cost: $72.95

USRider doesn’t endorse products featured in this publication; they’re presented only to provide information to horse owners.  
If you’ve used a product that has enhanced your trailering experience, please tell us about it — be sure to include the  

manufacturer name and your contact information.

ON-THE-GO GEAR
On-the-Go-Gear
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USRider’s Member benefits program — Winner’s Circle 
Advantage — offers special deals that include items for the 
horse, the rider, and the enthusiast: equestrian gifts; jewelry; 
art; apparel; tack; publications; trailer accessories; veterinary 
supplies; equine services; hotel, motel, and rental-car dis-
counts; and more.

The program is easy to use. Shop from the printed brochure 
included in every new and renewing Member kit or on the 
USRider website. To shop online, simply enter your USRider 
Member number, and create a password.  

Both the brochure and the website directory categorize 
the benefits partners: apparel and accessories; farm and 
stable equipment & supplies; gifts, art, and collectibles; health 
care; publications; tack and equipment; trailers and trailer 
accessories; training; transportation; and travel. 

Click here to download a PDF of the Winner’s Circle  
Advantage brochure.

Special Deals for Holiday Shopping

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous  
discounts through Winner’s Circle Advantage.

USRider Benefits
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Lost Your Keys? USRider Can Help!
Every once in a while, we receive 

a set of keys in our mailbag. In fact, 
we’ve received two sets of keys in the 
past week! 

The reason a Member’s keys can be 
returned to USRider is that the Mem-
ber is using the postage-guaranteed 
key-ring return card we provide. 

The USRider’s Member number is 
embedded in the key ring’s barcode. 
We can quickly scan the barcode to 
decipher the Member’s identification 
number and determine the keys’ right-
ful owner — our USRider Member. 

Naturally, when we call the Member 
to report that we have the keys, he or 

she is very happy and relieved that the 
keys have been found. Postage-guaran-
teed key return is just one minor benefit 
we offer our Members. This is a huge 
benefit if you’ve lost 
your keys.

If, when you joined 
USRider — or renewed 
your membership — 
you didn’t detach the 
key tag from your 
membership card, 
please take a moment 
right now to do so. 
Then place it on your 
key ring. 

Now, take a moment to inspect your 
key ring to be sure the barcode is read-
able. If not, call USRider immediately 
and request a new membership card, 

so the barcode can 
be correctly scanned 
if you lose your keys. 

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

For easy lost-key 
return, detach the 
key tag from your 
membership card, 
and place it on 
your key ring.

1/2-PAGE
HORIZONTAL

7.5” x 4.5”

USRider Community
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Give the Gift of Peace of Mind
As a USRider Member, you understand the peace of mind you get from 

knowing USRider will be there for you and your Horse when you need us. You 
recognize the value of USRider membership, plus the discounts and savings you 
receive from our Winner’s Circle Advantage benefit  partners.

This holiday season, share these benefits, and give the gift of Peace of Mind! 
For less than $13 per month, ensure someone you love is protected by USRider — 
the name you already know and trust. 

To give the gift of USRider Membership, call (800) 844-1409, or visit  
www.usrider.org, click on “Join,” and choose, “I’d like to Give USRider as a Gift.” 

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

USR COMMUNITY

This holiday season, give someone  
you love the gift of Peace of Mind —  
a USRider membership. 

Return Your Member 
Satisfaction Survey 

After each disablement, we send a 
survey to the Member who requested 
assistance. This Member Satisfaction 
Survey is USRider’s way of staying in 
touch with our Members. 

These surveys are extremely im-
portant, as they’re our only means 
of knowing when a Member has 
had a “less than excellent” experi-
ence. The survey is purposely 
kept simple so it takes only a 

moment of a Member’s time to complete. 
The survey contains six questions: 
1.   How would you rate the Member Care Specialist  

who assisted you by phone? 
2.   How long did you wait for the service vehicle? 
3.   How would you rate the Service Provider? 
4.   Did you receive a follow-up call after the service? 
5.   Would you like a USRider representative to contact you? 
6.    Additional comments. 

As you can see, the survey is very simple, and we even 
include a postage-paid return envelope. Plus, you have the 
chance to win a gift if you return the survey within 14 days. 

Keep in mind that your responses and suggestions  
keep USRider growing and improving! 

Stay in Touch
Over the last decade, the U.S. Census Bureau has report-

ed that an average of 40 million Americans (16 percent of 
the population) move each year. With such a mobile popu-
lation, it can be difficult to keep up with everyone! USRider 
reminds our Members to keep us posted when your contact 
information changes. 

Since most USRider Members receive their renewal 
information through the mail, it’s especially important that 
Members notify us of any address changes. Regretfully, if we 
mail to an old address, it can take a long time for that mail 
to be returned to us. In the meantime, we don’t know where 
to send your mail, which can result in extra fees. Our policy 
requires Members to pay a reactivation fee if a membership 
has expired longer than 30 days.

To update your contact information, 
log on to www.usrider.org, and click on 
the “Renew/Members Area” page. 

USRider Community, continued ➽ 

Members, stay in touch! 
Keep USRider posted 

when your contact 
information changes. 

It’s easy to do online!

USRider Community

http://www.usrider.org
http://www.usrider.org
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USRider Provides a Host of Benefits 
USRider provides a host of benefits to its Members. Standard features include 

flat-tire repair, battery assistance, lockout services, and free towing up to 100 
miles. Services designed specifically for equestrians include roadside repairs for 
tow vehicles and trailers with Horses; veterinary, farrier, and emergency-stabling 
referrals; and more. 

When a Member has a disablement associated with his or her tow vehicle, 
USRider will tow the Member’s vehicle — and trailer, if needed — up to 100 miles 
free. 

In the rare situation that a Member’s trailer is no longer capable of safely 
transporting their Horse(s), USRider will assist the member by locating and 
coordinating alternative transportation. However, the costs associated with such 
transportation will be the responsibility of the Member.

For full details about the variety of services provided by USRider, Members are 
encouraged to read their Membership Agreement.

Should a Member ever have a question about USRider’s program and its ben-
efits, call (800) 844-1409, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., EST. Or send 
an e-mail to memberservice@usrider.org.

Access Valuable Information Online
USRider’s website, www.usrider.org, is designed to 

provide safety information for horse owners who travel with 
their Horses. Our website is valuable, unique, and available 
free of charge to USRider Members and non-Members alike. 

The website contains information helpful to people who 
travel with Horses, including safety bulletins, news releases, 
trailer-safety tips, a trailer first-aid kit, and a pre-trip trailer 
checklist. 

Our website also offers convenient account-management 
features available just for Members, in addition to an easy 
way for new Members to sign up online. 

Non-Members will find a convenient source of informa-
tion about USRider and its Equestrian Motor Plan, as well as 
an easy way to join online. 

The website also allows USRider Members to renew their 
memberships, update their contact information, add associ-
ates, view valuable money-saving offers, and much more. 

USRider’s website contains information helpful to 
people who travel with Horses, including safety 

bulletins, news releases, trailer-safety tips, a 
trailer first-aid kit, and a pre-trip trailer checklist.

USRider assists Members with  
emergency-stabling referrals.

KENT & CHARLENE KRONE PHOTO

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

USRider Community

mailto:memberservice@usrider.org
http://www.usrider.org
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USRider Member Testimonials
“This was the first time I had to use the service and I was 
so pleased! 
~ USRider Member from Louisiana•“Service was fantastic! This may have been the best 
impulse purchase I ever made. Don’t worry — my renewal 
is in the mail!” 
~ USRider Member from Nebraska•“Excellent, caring service, as always. Thank you!  
~ USRider Member from Mississippi•“I recommend USRider to anyone I know who travels 
with horses. Thank you for a great service.” 
~ USRider Member from Minnesota•“Very easy, as there was no paperwork or hassle! Thank 
you.” 
~ USRider Member from Virginia•“Your service made a tricky situation easy to handle. Well-
done and thank you!” 
~ USRider Member from Connecticut•“I was so thankful to have this service. When I took it out, 
I never thought I would use it and was very pleased with 
how I was taken care of!” 
~ USRider Member from Oklahoma•

“I had to take my horse to the vet in North Carolina. I 
arrived with a flat tire. Thanks to USRider and the Service 
Provider, by the time I was finished at the vet’s office, my 
tire was changed, and I was ready to head back home. 
Thank you!” 
~ USRider Member from South Carolina•“So very worth the minimal cost. Great job! Thank you!” 
~ USRider Member from Virginia•“Thank you for being there for me. Goodbye [other mo-
tor plan] — no help. Everyone I know will know about 
you.” 
~ USRider Member from Texas•“You are the best! I tell all my horse friends about US-
Rider and why they should [ITAL]never[ITAL] be without 
them.” 
~ USRider Member from Virginia•“USRider’s service exceeds my expectations. I would 
never not have USRider again! No USRider, then No Go.” 
~ USRider Member in Missouri •“I had a great experience with USRider when I was travel-
ing from Minnesota to Montana with three horses. The 
Representative was very helpful. I am recommending 
USRider to all my friends.” 
~ USRider Member from Minnesota

USR COMMUNITY
USRider Community
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USRider’s Member benefits program — Winner’s Circle 
Advantage — offers special deals that include items for the 
horse, the rider, and the enthusiast: equestrian gifts; jewelry; 
art; apparel; tack; publications; trailer accessories; veterinary 
supplies; equine services; hotel, motel, and rental-car dis-
counts; and more.

The program is easy to use. Shop from the printed brochure 
included in every new and renewing Member kit or on the 
USRider website. To shop online, simply enter your USRider 
Member number, and create a password.  

Both the brochure and the website directory categorize 
the benefits partners: apparel and accessories; farm and 
stable equipment & supplies; gifts, art, and collectibles; health 
care; publications; tack and equipment; trailers and trailer 
accessories; training; transportation; and travel. 

Click here to download a PDF of the Winner’s Circle  
Advantage brochure.

Special Deals for Holiday Shopping

As a USRider Member, you have access to numerous  
discounts through Winner’s Circle Advantage.

1/2-PAGE
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If there’s a company or product you’d like to see included in the Winner’s Circle Advantage benefits program,  
please send an e-mail to linda@usrider.org. 

     USR BENEFITS

Classic Equine Art
Nothing decorates a home 

or office better than classic 
equine art. For more than 30 
years, Collectors Gallery has 
supplied classic equine art 
to national and international 

clientele. As a benefit of your USRider membership, you can 
purchase a wide variety of equine-themed original art, prints, 
and more directly from Collectors Gallery and save 20% off 
their already-low prices. For a free brochure, visit the website. 
With your first order over $100, receive a free print, “They’re 
Off,” by James L. Crow (a $35 value). 

Gifts for Trail Riders
CQ Equine Gifts is a 

mobile and online tack/sup-
ply store owned by avid trail riders. Catering to trail riders 
and their horses, CQ Equine Gifts offers a variety of items, 
including handmade horse jewelry, riding apparel, saddles, 
fly and insect control items, grooming and cleaning supplies, 
and equine gifts. CQ Equine Gifts is also an approved retailer 
for Fuzzy Logic Equine and Shear Comfort products. USRider 
Members receive 10% off orders over $50. Shop online, or 
send an e-mail to claudia@cqequinegifts.com. 

Equestrian Chocolates
Dark Horse Chocolates are inspired 

by the magical partnership between 
horse and rider. Each chocolate is 

handmade from the finest ingredients 
and sports a unique equine design. These 

exquisite chocolates make elegant gifts at affordable prices. 
USRider Members receive 10% off their total order. 

Gourmet Horse Treats
Giddyup Gourmet Horse Treats are 

delicious gourmet cookies made with su-
preme farm-fresh ingredients — such as 
rich dark molasses, apples, carrots, and 
whole grains — then slow baked for 24 

hours to ensure even baking for a better-quality treat. Treats 
are available in four delicious flavors. Wrapped in bright, 
eye-catching, whimsical cloth bags, these treats make great 
gifts! Also try our Horsey Bars in two yummy horse-pleasing 
flavors. USRider Members receive a free Horsey Bar with any 
purchase, plus free shipping on orders of $50 or more. 

Bronze Sculptures
Trotting Park Workshop offers limited 

edition bronze sculptures and wall hangings 
that are truly inspirational. The work of equine 

artist Susan Burnette speaks to riders in a common language 
of feeling. Her striking jewelry designs evoke thoughts of bal-
ance, impulsion, and connection, and are considered wear-
able art. Burnette’s sculptures have been included in presti-
gious art shows and are part of private collections. USRider 
Members receive 20% discount on most jewelry items. 

Horse Books, DVDs, and More
HorseBooksEtc.com 

(sister company of  
USRider) offers the largest selection of horse books and DVDs 
online. Whatever your riding discipline or level of experience, 
you’ll find HorseBooksEtc.com to be the best source for all 
the latest books, DVDs, calendars, and unique gift items all 
offered at a special 10% discount for online orders. USRider 
Members receive an additional 10% discount; Members can 
log-in to the USRider website to get the promotional code. 
Click here for the holiday gift guide!

Gifts, Art, and Collectibles
Here are some of the WCA partners in the gifts, art, and collectibles category that offer great items for your holiday giving.

USRider Benefits
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